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Week Ending Friday, November 2, 1990 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for 
Senatorial Candidate Pat Saiki in 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


October 26, 1990 


Well, thank you all, really, for that warm 
welcome back. Frank, thank you. Keep up 
the good work as campaign chairman. You 
know, you can get a feeling of these cam- 
paigns, and I love the feel of this Saiki cam- 
paign for the Senate. I feel we’ve got a 
winner out there. And I was privileged to 
be met at the airport by Senator Hiram 
Fong, an old friend of my family’s and a 
friend of Barbara’s and mine. Mayor Fasi 
greeted us and Fred Hemmings, our able 
candidate for Governor. I sure hope he'll 
get in there. We need a little change in that 
place. 

And then we’ve got two great candidates 
for Congress: Mike Liu, we want you to 
win. Andy Poepoe, we want you to win. So 
good luck, First and Second Congressional 
Districts. And to David Kahanu, our Bush- 
Quayle chairman, my gratitude. To our 
State chairman, Andy Anderson, my re- 
spects and thanks for what you’re doing to 
hold this party and build it. To Governor 
Peter Coleman, who’s here from American 
Samoa—somewhere, my greetings to you. I 
haven’t seen Peter, but an old friend. And 
of course, flying out with me, the Repre- 
sentative of Guam, an old friend of mine, a 
former general officer in the Means, Con- 
gressman Ben Blaz. I know he’s here, but I 
don’t know where he is. But anyway, we 
want to welcome him—Congressman from 
Guam. And of course, one from amongst 
you is now head of OPIC [Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation]}—Ambassa- 
dor Fred Zeder is also here. [Applause] 

Thank you all. I see Zeder has got two 
friends here. Well—{/aughter|—thank you 
all for that warm welcome. I wasn’t kidding 
when I told Pat, because it is nice to get 
away from Washington to warmer climes 
and to cooler heads. [Laughter] I was 
hoping to do a little fishing here, but after a 


lifetime catching fish with names like skate, 
perch, pike, bass, and trout—somebody told 
me that Hawaii's State fish is the humuhu- 
munukunukuapua’a. If I can’t say it, I'll 
never catch it, so anyway—{laughter|—— 


No, but Hawaii is a wonderfully welcom- 
ing place. And you feel it in the warm 
wind, and you see it in the eyes of the 
young and the old. Sense it even in your 
State Capitol—not some dark, exclusive 
dome but a roof under the sky to the Sun 
and the stars, as if to make room for higher 
aspirations. And Hawaii has taught the 
world that men and women from Asia, 
Africa, and the Americas, and Europe can 
tie their destinies together in a common 
cause. And so, we’re here to support some- 
one who brings that lesson to life every 
single day for all people, of any party or 
persuasion, who want a brighter future for 
Hawaii; a great teacher; a great lady; a 
great leader who cares about this State and 
its people and knows how to serve them 
well in Washington. And of course, I’m talk- 
ing about our dear friend Pat Saiki, the next 
Senator from Hawaii. 


She’s been one who’s been beating the 
odds. And back when the experts said she 
had no chance, she won her House seat 
with 60 percent. And next month, with 
your help, she’s going to defy the odds 
again as the first Asian American woman in 
the United States Senate. And it’s about 
time. She can reach out to independents, to 
Democrats. And over her two terms in Con- 
gress, I watched her in action, admired her 
bipartisan approach to her work, seen her 
build consensus across the aisle, getting Re- 
publicans and Democrats to pull together. 
And she’s smart, and she’s effective, and she 
moves government forward. And she knows 
that leaders are sent to Washington not to 
quarrel but to lead. And I know that Amer- 
ica needs that spirit of aloha in the United 
States Senate. 


You know, Pat Saiki adds an important 
voice to this great State’s presence in Wash- 
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ington. She was part of a broad coalition 
concerned about Japanese Americans in- 
terned during World War II. And it was Pat 
who helped convince President Reagan to 
sign legisiation reaffirming us as a nation of 
integrity and fairness. And just this month, I 
was proud to personally communicate the 
Nation’s regret to the noble survivors of 
those camps. 

Pat’s commitment to justice is just one 
way that she has helped make America 
ever stronger and ever more proud. You 
know, long before it became a national 
code, Pat has been a leader in the Congress 
to safeguard Hawaii’s precious environ- 
ment: protecting marine life from drift net- 
ting, expanding wildlife refuges, and work- 
ing to establish oilspill strike teams to pro- 
tect Hawaii’s waters. And very soon I hope 
to have on my desk in Washington a clean 
air act that I can sign—the one my adminis- 
tration proposed way back last year to the 
United States Congress. And if I do get such 
a bill, I know that part of the reason will be 
the steadfast support Pat Saiki has given to 
our environmental initiatives. She’s been a 
champion, a clear-thinking champion for 
the environment. And that bodes well for 
all of you when she becomes the next Sena- 
tor from this great State. 

You know, I remember the visit I had 
when Pat came to see me, urging that the 
bombing of Kaho’olawe should be halted. 
And just this week I directed the Secretary 
of Defense to discontinue the island’s use as 
a weapons range, effective immediately. 
And if that is good, give some credit to Pat 
Saiki. She’s an effective, compassionate 
leader—sound judgment—whose voice gets 
heard, who makes things happen. 

You know, when she did come to see me 
in the Oval Office last spring, she stressed 
the importance of these environmental 
issues and also talked about trade with our 
Pacific Rim neighbors. And she’s got a 
vision of Hawaii as more than a gateway to 
the Pacific Rim. She’s excited about the 
meeting I’m having tomorrow with these 
leaders from the Islands. And I think it’s a 
good time, and I think it’s about time, that 
an American President sat down with the 
heads of these countries out there and tell 
them that we are as one in our respect for 
and love of the Pacific. 


1674 


And she sees Hawaii as I do, a future 
focal point for international trade and new 
technology. For example, she and I know 
how important it is to achieve success at 
these GATT [General Agreement on Tar- 
riffs and Trade] talks—the final part of the 
Uruguay round. These negotiations, if we’re 
successful—and I was on the phone to some 
of the foreign leaders, the leaders of 
Europe, today on this very subject—if these 
negotiations are successful, they will open 
up new markets for Hawaii’s agricultural 
products. And I am absolutely convinced 
that the United States can compete with 
anyone, anywhere, as long as the playing 
field is level and the competition is free and 
fair. And that’s what Pat and I are fighting 
for. 

Further, she knows how to harness the 
power of Hawaiian business by unleashing 
the power of the people themselves. We'll 
have a brighter future with Pat in the 
Senate. You know, Pat knows the future 
will always be just out of reach if we follow 
the failed tradition of taxing and spending, 
spending and taxing. And that’s why she’s 
got the best spending record of anyone in 
the Hawaiian delegation. In fact, her efforts 
against waste in government made her a 
two-time winner of the Golden Bulldog 
Award. You can just picture it. You’ve got 
to be careful when I’m talking about these 
dogs because Barbara was out here recently 
and you may recall that our dog, Millie, is 
now a famous author. [Laughter] And if she 
hears Pat wins the Golden Bulldog Award 
our springer spaniel may be jealous. Ever 
since her book hit the bestseller list, she’s 
been a lot—full of herself. Give her some 
Alpo and she asks for a wine list around the 
White House these days. [Laughter] 

I’m sure you’ve been watching the news 
about these budget negotiations with Con- 
gress. Put it this way: I hope you haven't 
been watching the news about the budget 
negotiations with Congress. [Laughter] If 
you think it hasn’t been pretty from 5,000 
miles away, you ought to try it close up. 
[Laughter] No, it hasn’t been pretty. But I 
think we are getting closer to an agree- 
ment—an agreement that is long, long 
overdue. Because every time I see a little 
guy like this one in the front row—and for 
you in the back, he’s about this big—I say to 
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myself, we must stop mortgaging the future 
of these young kids by deficit after deficit 
after deficit. And the Congress better get 
going and get something done about it. 

You know, it’s different—I’ve discovered 
a few things. One is, it’s different being 
President. There’s a weighty observation. 
[Laughter] And Harry Truman was right— 
the buck does stop at my desk. Because as 
President, I do have to put the national 
interest first before the parochial interest. 
And so, I am determined to do my level 
best, in a spirit of compromise and in a 
spirit of outreach, to get an agreement that 
puts a stop to this congressional spending 
binge. Unless you haven’t noticed it, I want 
a 5-year, $500-billion deficit reduction pro- 
gram that is enforceable—a bill that cannot 
be overridden the very next year and that 
will really guarantee these young kids that 
they will not have their future mortgaged 
by the big-spending Congress of the United 
States. And I say this not in a spirit of parti- 
sanship, but if we had more people like Pat 
on our side of the aisle and we had more 
like her elected to the Senate, I can guaran- 
tee you. we wouldn’t be back year after year 
in a deficit mode. She is a fiscal conserva- 
tive, and we need her in the United States 
Senate. 

Some talk about the blending of princi- 
ples between the Democrat and the Repub- 
lican Party nationally. But principles like—I 
think they’re clear—principles like the en- 
during commitment to freedom and justice 
and individual empowerment—I think of 
that as a principle that unites us. The con- 
stant determination to place our faith in 
limited Federal Government—one that’s 
got compassion and one that’s got con- 
science, though. And this party and our 
leadership in Washington continues to fight 
the failed policies of the past. Look back. 
Our 1988 platform called for limiting the 
terms on the Members of Congress. And as 
you look at the momentum growing across 
the country, I am convinced that it’s an 
idea whose time has come. 

We are the party that empowers people, 
not an entrenched bureaucracy of 20,000 
congressional staffers on Capitol Hill. And 
we are determined to put the national in- 
terest ahead of the special interest. So I’m 
here at this event on a purely partisan mis- 
sion—because I believe so strongly in Pat 


Saiki. I know she can reach out and get 
voters from both sides of the aisles. I know 
she can make good things happen for the 
people of her State. So, I need her as part 
of our team. 

But as Senator Vandenberg said many 
years ago, partisanship stops at the water’s 
edge. I must tell you, in that spirit of bipar- 
tisanship, that I am truly grateful for the 
bipartisan support not only from the Con- 
gress but also from the American people for 
our efforts to stand up firm against Saddam 
Hussein’s aggression and brutality in the 
Persian Gulf. The Democratic leaders in the 
House and the Republican leaders in the 
House, and the Democratic leaders in the 
Senate and the Republican leaders in the 
Senate came together in a resolution sup- 
porting the efforts that I have taken, the 
moves that I have made as President of the 
United States. And I think that sends a 
good, clear symbol of unity to that invading 
dictator halfway around the world. 

On Sunday, I’m going to be putting parti- 
sanship aside and head out for Hickam Air 
Force Base to tell Hawaii’s service men and 
women how much they mean to America 
and to the cause of peace in the whole 
world. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
them and their family every day. And I 
know that Pat and all of you here join me 
in saluting the finest young men and 
women that have ever served in the uni- 
form of the United States of America. 

President Eisenhower worried about 
global conflict in 1959. And he said: 
“Hawaii cries insistently to a divided world 
that all our differences of race and origin 
are less than the grand and indestructible 
unity of our common brotherhood. The 
world should take time to listen to Hawaii.” 

Well, today Washington does listen to 
Hawaii and to Pat Saiki. And it’s been a 
close race for her. But we’re beginning to 
see the daylight. And that means bright 
days for this State are ahead. So this No- 
vember, do absolutely all you can to get out 
the vote, from Hilo on the big island to 
Maui to Kaneohe—where I flew out of 
there during World War II for a little bit— 
to the bustling streets of Honolulu right 
here on Oahu. Get the people to the polls, 
and send Pat Saiki to the United States 
Senate. We need her. She is outstanding. 


1675 





Oct. 26 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


Thank you, and God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. in 
the Coral Ballroom at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Hotel. 


Proclamation 6218—Italian-American 
Heritage and Culture Month, 1990 


October 26, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


An estimated 12 million Americans 
proudly claim Italy as their ancestral home- 
land. Tracing their roots to the country that 
was once the center of the Roman Empire 
and, later, the birthplace of the Renais- 
sance, these Americans have shared with 
their fellow citizens a rich and diverse her- 
itage. During Italian-American Heritage 
and Culture Month, we not only recognize 
the many contributions Italian-Americans 
have made to our country but also cele- 
brate the enduring ties between the peo- 
ples of the United States and Italy. 

Italian-Americans are heirs to a rich cul- 
tural and historic legacy, one marked by 
extraordinary achievements in virtually 
every field of endeavor. It is the acquired 
wisdom and unique experience of a country 
that has produced the literary brilliance of 
Dante, the inventive genius of Leonardo da 
Vinci, the peerless compositions of Verdi, 
and the sublime artwork of Raphael and 
Michelangelo. The Italian peninsula—the 
birthplace of these great men and many 
other gifted artists, poets, and philoso- 
phers—also hosts the Holy See in Rome, the 
spiritual home of millions of people 
throughout the Nation and the world. 

When the first Italians journeyed to this 
hemisphere nearly half a millennium ago, 
they not only brought with them a wealth 
of knowledge and experience but also 
helped to begin a long and fruitful series of 
exchanges between the Old World and the 
New. Indeed, all Americans owe a lasting 
debt of gratitude to the daring Italian navi- 
gators Amerigo Vespucci, Giovanni da Ver- 
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razano, and, of course, Christopher Colum- 
bus, the brave son of Genoa who landed on 
these shores in 1492. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, Italian 
immigrants and their descendants have 
been firmly devoted to the values and 
ideals on which the United States is found- 
ed. Since the days of the Revolutionary 
War, when they joined in the struggle for 
liberty and self-government, Americans of 
Italian descent have demonstrated a pro- 
found sense of patriotism and’ an unfailing 
love of freedom. They have also inspired 
their fellow Americans through their great 
faith in God, their devotion to family life, 
and their appreciation for the rewards of 
education and hard work. 

Just as a mutual commitment to demo- 
cratic ideals unites Italian-Americans with 
their fellow citizens, shared values and aspi- 
rations continue to form a strong link be- 
tween the United States and Italy. For ex- 
ample, the United States and Italy are com- 
mitted to maintaining a strong NATO, and 
we welcome the ongoing elimination of ar- 
tificial barriers in Europe. This month, as 
we celebrate the deep cultural and familial 
ties between our two countries, we also re- 
affirm the importance of our partnership as 
members of the Atlantic alliance. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
349, has designated the month of October 
1990 as “Italian-American Heritage and 
Culture Month” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of October 
1990 as Italian-American Heritage and Cul- 
ture Month. I invite all Americans to ob- 
serve this month with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:42 a.m., October 30, 1990] 
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Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 27. 


Exchange With Reporters in 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


October 27, 1990 


101st Congress 


The President. Let me start with a state- 
ment and then be glad to take some ques- 
tions. But I’ve just been informed that the 
United States Senate has just passed the 
House-Senate conference report on the 
budget. This completes congressional action 
on an agreement to reduce the Federal def- 
icit by over $490 billion over the next 5 
years. 

This budget blueprint represents correc- 
tive action on a pattern of Federal spending 
gone out of control. We have put on the 
brakes, and the process has sometimes been 
painful. But I will sign this legislation be- 
cause, for the first time, it makes significant 
and long-term cuts in Federal spending that 
should have a positive impact on America’s 
economic future. All political points of view 
have sacrificed to bring this agreement 
about. And, needless to say, I don’t like rais- 
ing taxes and never will, but there is a price 
to divided government, and that means that 
I have had to compromise on items that I 
feel strongly about in order to do what I 
think is best for the country, and that is to 
reach an agreement. 

At the same time, we’ve cut Federal 
spending programs and applied some self- 
discipline, steps that also may not be popu- 
lar. But the essential ingredient which has 
produced bipartisan agreement is that we 
must get the deficit down, get interest rates 
down, and keep America moving. And I 
might add, I’m told that the final enforce- 
ment provisions are very, very strong, so 
that we’re guarding against more spend- 
ing—out-of-control spending next year and 
into the future, covered by this agreement. 

In addition, I am pleased that many of 
my proposals on child care are incorporated 
in this budget reconciliation bill. The legis- 
lation provides tax credits, grants, and 
vouchers that put choice in the hands of 


parents rather than in the hands of bureau- 
crats. So, I’m very pleased about the child- 
care provision, something I’ve been fighting 
for. 

I intend to sign the agreement. And I will 
also review closely the various appropria- 
tions bills to make sure that they conform 
to this new spending agreement. We’ve 
made the tough decisions, and now it’s time 
to move on. 

And I am pleased that the Congress also 
has passed historic Clean Air Act amend- 
ments which will reduce acid rain, urban 
smog, and toxic air pollutions. We proposed 
this far-reaching environmental cleanup 
legislation some 15 months ago with the 
hope that this initiative by the administra- 
tion would break the logjam that had pre- 
vented a clean air bill from being passed 
previously. This is an important milestone 
in preserving and protecting America’s nat- 
ural resources, and I look forward to signing 
the bill. 

I want to conclude by thanking everyone 
involved, including the bipartisan leader- 
ship in Congress for their tireless efforts in 
forging and passing the new budget agree- 
ment. The Speaker [Thomas S. Foley], Mi- 
nority Leader Bob Michel, the Majority 
Leader Dick Gephardt, Senator Mitchell, 
and Senator Dole have all had to compro- 
mise some. And they’ve stayed with it long, 
long hours, trying to hammer out this 
agreement, so I want to take this opportuni- 
ty to thank them. 

I'll be glad to take a few questions, and 
then we’ve got to head on. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, you signed on to this 
budget agreement and your negotiators ne- 
gotiated it with Congress, including the tax 
increases that you vowed you wouldn’t do 
when you ran for office. Are you prepared 
now to give it a sound endorsement and 
urge Republican candidates to go out and 
sell it to the voters as well—— 

The President. No—— 

Q. ——or are you going to turn your back 
on it and blame the Democrats for the tax 
increases that you agreed with? 

The President. I'm going to say, look, I’ve 
reluctantly signed this. There are things in 
it that if I controlled both Houses of Con- 
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gress wouldn’t be in it, and I think the 
Democrats will be saying the same thing. I 
noticed some of them saying yesterday that 
they felt we ought to have higher income 
tax rates. One of the things I’m glad about 
is that we’ve held the line on income tax 
rates. 

A handful of the wealthiest went up, and 
10 times that many of the upper middle 
income came down. Some went from 28 to 
31; others came down from 33 to 31. There 
are certain things in it that I can strongly 
advocate. There are some things in it that I 
had to gag and digest. And so, that’s the 
approach I’m going to be taking, and 
expect everyone else will, too. 

Q. Mr. President, you said it’s time to 
move on. Do you have any fear or do you 
think—expectation that the whole fiasco 
over the last couple of weeks is going to 
haunt you in the election? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think so at all. 
Sometimes the President has to make a 
tough call; this is one of them. I'll be right 
out on the campaign trail advocating the 
election of more Republicans to the Con- 
gress. And we wouldn’t have been in this 
mess if we had that. 

Q. Mr. President, how can you go out 
now and blame Democrats, criticize Demo- 
crats, when in fact they, more than Republi- 
cans, helped you get this budget package 
—which you supported—passed? 

The President. Hey, listen, that shows 
that I don’t like everything in the package. 
I mean, if I were all that enthusiastic about 
it you’d have seen more Republicans voting 
for it. So, nobody got it exactly the way he 
or she wanted, but now it’s behind us. As 
soon as I sign it, that’s behind us. And I 
hope it will have the effect of bringing in- 
terest rates down. But the philosophy of 
holding the line on spending and holding 
the line on taxes is my philosophy. And I 
will be clearly advocating that. 


Taxes 


Q. What message will you use now, then, 
to replace your “no new taxes” pledge? Ev- 
erybody is very accustomed to that, all the 
Republicans. And I just want to know what 
slogan or—— 

The President. Let me be clear: I’m not 
in favor of new taxes. I'll repeat that over 
and over and over again. And this one com- 
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promise where we begrudgingly had to 
accept revenue increases is the exception 
that proves the rule. That’s the way I'll 
handle it. 

Q. The exception that proves what rule? 

The President. The rule that I’m strongly 
opposed to raising taxes on the American 
people and that we ought to do a better job 
of controlling spending. And I think we can. 
So, that’s the message, loud and clear. 

Q. Will you reinstate today your “no new 
taxes” pledge, perhaps no new new taxes? 
Do you think—remember after ’86 that the 
Congress passed a resolution saying they 
wouldn’t tamper with it for 5 years. Do you 
think now the line should be drawn again 
and, having made this compromise, you 
should now hold the line on taxes again? 

The President. Absolutely going to hold 
the line on taxes. And hopefully—the big 
thing is to hold the line on spending so 
nobody will come up and try to propose 
new taxes. But I noticed one of the Demo- 
cratic leaders said yesterday, well, he wants 
to raise income tax rates. And he’s going to 
have a whale of a fight on it. This was a 
one-time compromise. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. You really don’t seem very enthusias- 
tic about this budget deal. You don’t seem 
euphoric after all you and the others have 
been through 

The President. That’s right. You got it. 

Q. ——and I might note that it doesn’t 
appear to meet your own objectives. You’ve 
been insisting on a $500-billion deficit re- 
duction target—now only $490 billion. Plus 
I understand the deal is based on rosy eco- 
nomic assumptions over which there is 
much disagreement. How do you feel? 

The President. | feel that it’s been a long, 
arduous battle. And I feel that every once 
in a while the President has to do some- 
thing he doesn’t like, and tha to compro- 
mise. And I did that here. So, I’m glad it’s 
over, and I have to say that the hours that 
the Democratic leaders and the Republican 
leaders spent working this problem has just 
been exhausting for everybody, including 
me, although they did much more of the 
work. So, I’m glad it’s behind us, and I feel 
good that it’s behind us, but I can’t be eu- 
phoric about every provision in this bill. 
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I am very encouraged about the enforce- 
ment provisions because they are strong. 
And no guy can go out and put in a new 
program without the offset. The guarantees 
of enforcement are strong, and I’m going to 
do my level best to see that they stay 
strong. 

So, you’re trying to describe mood. I am 
pleased it’s behind us, and I will be out 
vigorously campaigning on the campaign 
trail for more Republicans who feel as I do 
about holding the line on taxes and about 
spending. And we have a difference of 
opinion. You have more people that wanted 
to increase, on the Democratic side, these 
permissive spending programs. So, the phi- 
losophy, the fundamental philosophical un- 
derpinning—yes, I haven’t changed my 
view on that, and I’m sure the liberal 
Democrats haven’t either. But we'll take 
that case to the American people. 

Q. Can you really show the American 
people with all your heart that this is a 
good deal? 

The President. Parts of it are good. No, I 
can’t say this is the best thing that’s hap- 
pened to us since sliced bread or the elimi- 


nation of broccoli. It has got some good 
things in it, but if we were doing it my way, 
or the Republican leader in the Senate’s 


way, or the Republican leader in the 
House’s way, it would be very, very differ- 
ent. 

But I think it is good that we have a $490 
billion—I’d like to have seen $500 billion, 
but this is a lot of money—$490-billion en- 
forceable deficit reduction program. And 
that part, that overall part, I am enthusias- 
tic about. But how we got it—I reserve the 
right to be as critical as the next person on 
that. 


Republican Campaign Strategy 


Q. Mr. President, do you think it was 
proper for the Republican Congressional 
Campaign Committee to recommend that 
the party’s candidates distance themselves 
from the President on this? 

The President. No, I want everybody to 
be right with me on everything I do. 

Q. Is the architect of that strategy, Ed 
Rollins [cochairman of the committee], his- 
tory as far as you’re concerned? 

The President. That is inside the belt- 
way—I know how people love that. They 


thrive on it. I don’t. And, you know, ever 
since I got out around the country, not one 
person has sidled up to me and asked me 
about that particular incident. And I’m 
going to keep my sights set on the big pic- 
ture and not accommodate you when you 
want me to go back into that. I understand 
it; I understand it because people thrive— 
what was that, Lori [Lori Sentos, United 
Press International]? 

Q. Does he know? 

Q. Is he out? 

Q. Is he out? 

The President. 1'm not discussing it be- 
cause it would divert me from the major 
goal, which is to elect more Republicans to 
agree, as I do—hold the line on taxes and 
spending, get people back to work in this 
country by getting interest rates down, and 
empowering people, not programs and bu- 
reaucrats. So, I get diverted if you try to get 
me into some little staff matter. 


Representative Gingrich 


Q. Conspicuously missing from that list of 
leaders that you recited, Mr. President, was 
the name of Newt Gingrich. Some people 
have suggested that you could have gotten 
a better deal if he had not led the Republi- 
can revolt a couple of weeks ago. Do you 
think that he should remain in his leader- 
ship position because of his actions? 

The President. Remember—what was the 
give-and-take in the debate when Ronald 
Reagan said, there you go again trying to 
get me caught up in something divisive. 
Newt Gingrich stood out there in the White 
House—I’m not sure you were there that 
day—and strongly endorsed Republican 
unity, and that’s exactly what should 
happen. So, please don’t ask me to relive 
the agony of a budget agreement that I am 
glad is signed and is now behind us. 

Mr. Fitzwater. One final question. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. Do you feel that the Republican Party 
has been badly hurt by this—— 

The President. No. 

Q. ——and aren’t you sorry that you 
couldn’t have gotten more Republican 
votes? 

The President. Not particularly sorry that 
not gotten votes because a lot of the Mem- 
bers feel as I do: They were gagging on 
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certain provisions, but glad that it’s passed. 
And I think if this compromise had been 
perfect from the Republican side, you’d 
have seen—obviously have many, many 
more votes. So, I think those that didn’t 
vote against it, on both sides, had problems 
with it. Some on the Democratic side were 
saying, we want to raise income tax rates on 
the American people more. That’s literally 
what they wanted to do. They called it soak 
the rich, but what they meant was—when 
that bill that they passed in the Congress, 
with that indexing, went after every work- 
ing man and woman in this country. And 
that’s the old tax-and-spend view, and some 
of them didn’t feel it went far enough. 
Some on our side didn’t like anything to do 
with revenues; that’s more along my line of 
thinking. 

So, I think that’s history now, but I have 
no rancor about it. I’m just glad it’s passed. 
I wish it had been passed when we had the 
summit agreement, and we’d have been 
much further along. 

But I don’t—back to the first part of your 
question—no, I sense strong enthusiasm for 
Republican candidates. And I think we’ve 
been caught up in a bit of an inside smoke- 
screen here. But let’s see now how we do. 
I'm going to be out there, working my 
heart out for Republican candidates who 
feel as I do that we ought to hold the line 
on taxes and that we ought to curtail spend- 
ing. 


The Economy 


Q. Are we headed for another recession? 

The President. The economy is sluggish, 
and there’s no question about that. And I 
am convinced, whether I like every para- 
graph of this or not, that this is good medi- 
cine for the economy, particularly if the 
Federal Reserve Board now follows up with 
lowering interest rates. You know, that is 
what’s needed, and I’m not here to do any- 
thing other than to state that principle. But 
I listened carefully to [Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman] Alan Greenspan’s testimo- 
ny, and I was encouraged that interest rates 
might come down. Better than any pro- 
gram is getting these rates down so eco- 
nomic growth gets stimulated. 


1680 


Appropriation Bills 


Q. You said that you’re going to review 
the appropriations. Has that process begun? 
And are you certain that the appropriations 
bills that have been passed are not raising 
spending levels at the same time that 
you're claiming to have cut some for deficit 
reduction? 

The President. No, 'm not sure of that, 
Jessica [Jessica Lee, USA Today]. The proc- 
ess is underway, of course, but I’m not cer- 
tain that there’s no breaches of the spend- 
ing goals. 

Q. Sir, if I could just switch to the—— 

The President. A couple of more, and 
then I’ve got to go. We’ve got a very inter- 
esting meeting with the Pacific chiefs of 
state. It’s a fascinating and long-overdue 
meeting. And I’m learning from them, and 
I am giving them the best I can, right from 
the shoulder, the American view of the im- 
portance of the Pacific. I know that, given 
the budget summit at home and the inter- 
est that that has stimulated, that attention 
hasn’t been focused elsewhere. But this is a 
very important meeting, and I'd say histor- 
ic, with these small countries—but all 
friendly to the United States and all very 
important to the United States. 

I’ve got to get back down there in just a 
minute. Did I cut you off? 

Q. No, sir. 

The President. You've got a followup. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Just to switch to the Gulf crisis for a 
moment. Secretary [of Defense] Cheney in- 
dicates we may send as many as 100,000 
new troops in and a lot more tanks. What’s 
the purpose, sir, if it’s not to take offensive 
action and get engaged in combat with 
Iraq? 

The President. Just a minute. Power 
outage here. 

We have not announced what we are 
going to do in terms of additional troops. 
We have been still, as everybody around 
the world knows, still moving forces. The 
purpose is to make clear to Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq] that his aggression will 
not stand. What I do in the future will be 
determined after I have a discussion with 
Dick Cheney and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs [Colin L. Powell], General Scowcroft 
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[Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs], and Secretary 
[of State] Baker, which I expect we'll be 
doing—looking for help with Brent—when 
we get back. Maybe we’ll have more to say 
about that then. 

But I believe a couple of things on this. 
One, I think Saddam Hussein really felt that 
nobody was going to move against his ag- 
gression in Kuwait. I also believe that he 
really intended to threaten Saudi Arabia. 
Or else, why did he move all his armor 
south to the Saudi border? I think as he sees 
the U.S. forces moving in conjunction with 
many Arab country forces, in conjunction 
with many European country forces on land 
and on the sea, that he’s taking another 
look. Because we are deadly serious. I want 
to see these economic sanctions work. 

I’m not too good at the emotional side of 
it, but when you talk to the parents and 
spouses of our kids halfway around the 
world, it makes a real impact on you. I 
remember when I got off the plane at the 
Marine base, and they were saying, “Take 
care of my husband.” And yet, “We back 
you 100 percent.” So, I don’t think that’s a 
conflict exactly, but I want to take care of 
every young man and woman that’s serving 
the United States halfway around the world. 
But they want, and I want, to see that Sad- 
dam’s aggression is unrewarded and, 
indeed, repudiated. So, the moving of U.S. 
force up to now has sent a strong signal to 
him. We have the finest, most highly moti- 
vated, best trained, best equipped Armed 
Forces in the world. And they’re right 
there. They’re right there in substantial 
numbers—land, air, and sea. 

Now, Mr. Saddam Hussein, get out of 
Kuwait with no condition. This talk of some 
condition—that is unacceptable not just to 
the United States but to the other countries 
around the world. I just got off the phone 
talking to President Mubarak [of Egypt], 
steadfast friend to the United States. He’s 
made that same message loud and clear. On 
his travels he’s heard it from those who 
were side by side with us in the Gulf, and 
then he’s told his visitors that. So, we’re 
staying pretty well together on this end. 

Just a couple of more, and then I really 
have to get going. One, two, three over 
here, and then I’m—you’re history, Jessica. 
I’ve got to go. 


Q. When you say you think that Saddam 
Hussein has gotten the message that we are 
deadly serious, do you think now that 
chances are better for a negotiated settle- 
ment of this situation than they were? 

The President. 1 don’t know about a ne- 
gotiated settlement. There’s nothing to ne- 
gotiate, other than the acceptance of the 
United Nations-mandated resolutions. So, 
there’s nothing to negotiate. But in terms of 
a peaceful solution, I’m told that the eco- 
nomic effects are taking hold—effects of the 
sanctions—and that is encouraging. I’m told 
that he now sees that he’s up against a sub- 
stantial force that clearly could prevail in 
any battle. So, I’m hopeful that there will 
be a peaceful solution to this question. But 
there can be no preconditions. There can 
be no rewarding of aggression. 

Q. There are two points to my question. 
There are some people who are saying that 
the U.S. continues to send in even more 
troop: because the U.S. has underestimated 
the Iraqi troop strength. That, coupled with 
yesterday—apparently in Spain, President 
Gorbachev apparently said he notes a soft- 
ening on the position of Saddam Hussein. 
Do you have any reason to believe there 
has been a softening? Has Mr. Gorbachev 
told you something you'd like to share with 
usP Has that softening manifested itself in 
any way? 

The President. 1 have not noticed a soft- 
ening, but I’ve heard more kind of little 
threads of talk of “negotiation”—that’s all. 
Maybe that’s what President Gorbachev is 
talking about. But he has not shared with 
me any feeling of a softening of public opin- 
ion. But what was the first part? 

Q. Has the U.S. underestimated, perhaps, 
the troop strength of the Iraqis? Is that why 
we're continuing to send in more troops? 

The President. No. 1 think it’s true that 
Saddam Hussein beefed up his armor and 
his forces in Kuwait. From the original de- 
ployment, he then has stepped that up by 
pouring more armor in. 

I'll never forget the day when he said, 
well, we’re taking our people out of Kuwait, 
and they had one forlorn-looking soldier in 
the back of a truck waving goodbye—truck 
heading north—and then he had all his 
armor moving south. So, it was a sheer 
fraud. And he moved a heck of a lot of 
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armor down against the Saudis. So, I’d leave 
it there, but I think that when you see a lot 
of force there, why, the free world and 
those of us that are allied together are 
going to say: Wait a minute! We’re going to 
do what we’ve got to do to protect Ameri- 
can life or Egyptian life or, in this instance, 
Syrian life or Saudi life. And that’s why 
you're seeing a substantial movement of 
U.S. force and forces of other countries. 

I keep repeating this because it’s a very 
important point. It is not the United States 
versus Saddam Hussein; it is the United 
States, big majorities in the Arab world, and 
the United Nations versus Saddam Hussein. 
And that point—I keep making it because 
he is still trying to divide and weaken this 
strong coalition. And he’s failing, he is fail- 
ing miserably because all these countries 
are united against his brutal aggression. 

Yes, Rita [Rita Beamish, Associated Press], 
and then Jessica. I’m recanting because I 
wasn’t very kind. Go ahead. 


Budget Agreement 
Q. Just back on the budget for a minute. 


What do you think it says about your lead- 
ership and your ability to lead the party 


that you couldn’t get more Republicans to 
stay with you and vote with you on this 
very important issue of the budget? 

The President. 1 learned a lot from 
Ronald Reagan, with whom I worked close- 
ly and watched and learned. And in 19— 
what was it—82, when we had that big tax 
bill, I think we got fewer votes than we did 
today, and he went right out and did beau- 
tifully what he felt in his heart he should 
do, and say, look, I’m against increasing 
taxes and the American people know this. 
And he went right on about his business. 
And that agreement brought interest rates 
down. And we all went forth and said, wait 
a minute, every once in a while when you 
don’t control Congress you don’t get to do 
it exactly your way. 

And so, I understand Republicans defect- 
ing from a package that they don’t like. But 
a President, to make something happen, 
once in a great while has to make a signifi- 
cant compromise. And that’s what I did. 
And I think the American people under- 
stand that. They know that I’m trying 
pretty hard, and they know that I have 
their interest at stake when I want to see 
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interest rates down and more jobs for the 

working men and women in this country. 

And that’s the way I’d handle that one. 
Now, last one, Jessica, and then I am leav- 

ing. 

White House Staff 


Q. Well, there is conventional wisdom 
and Periscope and other’s information from 
our weeklies that suggest there’s a Cabinet 
shakeup in order: that the budget director 
[Richard G. Darman, Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget] is going to be 
going to head a financial firm; that the 
Chief of Staff [John H. Sununu] will be 
going to the campaign trail; that [Secretary 
of Transportation] Skinner will go to the 
Budget; all kinds of things. Anybody else 
resign or retiring since [Secretary of Labor] 
Elizabeth Dole? 

The President. Jessica, you know some- 
thing? I don’t know who writes these col- 
umns—Periscope—I mean, you talk about 
sheer mischief. In the ones I’ve seen—go 
back and look at them. Somebody ought to 
go—not you all, you all do your job, ask the 
questions. So, I wish I were in a case to ask 
all the knowledgeable people here, who 
writes this stuff? I mean, if all that’s going 
on, I don’t know about it. 

Q. Does that mean it’s true? 

The President. No. 

Q. No shakeup then? 

The President. Not that I’ve ever heard 
of. And maybe I'd be the last to know, but I 
don’t think so. [Laughter] I think I’'d be the 
first to know, and I’d know it way ahead of 
Periscope, whoever he is, whoever she may 
be. It is pure unadulterated gossip that 
comes out of these columns. It is not serious 
coverage. So, I can’t comment; I haven't 
even seen this. I guess they didn’t dare 
show it to me because I’ve been a little 
irritable lately, trying to get this job done. 


Budget Agreement 


Q. Irritable? Why would you be irritable? 

The President. I'm going to finish my dia- 
tribe here. What? 

Q. Why would you be irritable? 

The President. Things aren’t going exact- 
ly the way I want them done. I wish we 
could have got this deficit down without 
touching revenue. I wish that we could 
have got it done without all this inside-the- 
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beltway furor because it’s diverted me from 
major objectives. 

Q. Do you feel—by Republicans in all of 
this—— 

The President. No, no, no. I feel happy 
about Republicans. I’m glad this is behind 
us, and I wish we had more of them. No 
matter what little philosophical wing of the 
party they’re from, all of them would be 
better than what I face when I try to get 
stuff done from the Democrats. I mean, 
that’s what it’s all about. 


President’s Campaigning and 
Pacific Island Nations-U.S. Summit 


Q. Well, you’ve got strategists, aides to 
Clayton Williams [gubernatorial candidate] 
in Texas, who say he’s losing points because 
you’ve come to Texas and you’re campaign- 
ing for him. How do you feel about that? 

The President. 1 feel they’re lying. 
[Laughter] Otherwise why has he invited 
me back? And I feel that my son, who I 
talked to—who talked to somebody high 
up—tells me that Williams is doing very 
well. So, please go to Texas and find out 
and take a look at how—whether the Presi- 
dent can help a candidate in Texas or not. 
Please don’t get it from some Periscope, if I 
might—— 

Now, wait just a minute here. I have a 
major national announcement here. Linda 
{Linda Tiara, CBS News], sorry. I’m glad to 
be in a place from whence you cometh. 
[Laughter] I might say, let me use this seri- 
ously to thank the people in Honolulu, your 
home, I believe, for this wonderful hospital- 
ity. 

And again, I want to end on a nonparti- 
san note. I hope that you will record that 
this is a very important meeting. The 
United States—we’re caught up in Iraq or 
worries about Saddam Hussein and new de- 
velopments in Eastern Europe and my 
desire to help lift the debt off the countries 
in South and Central America. But we 
never should neglect our friends. And we 
are a Pacific power. And this meeting— 
some of these leaders come from very small 
countries, but they are properly proud of 
their sovereignty. They are concerned 
about the very problems that I fight, wheth- 
er it’s environmental or economic growth 
or revenues. And for me, it’s been a won- 
drous day. And I think it is very important 


that a President demonstrate, in this in- 
stance to the people of the Pacific, that we 
are not going to neglect our friends no 
matter how pressing the business of the 
world might be from other quarters. 

Thank you all. 

Q. Can you—no new taxes—read your 
lips again? [Laughter] 

The President. Thank you so much. Read 
my what? [Laughter] 

Q. Yes, that’s right. We can’t figure out 
which part of your anatomy. 


Note: The exchange began at 12:15 p.m. in 
the East-West Center. Marlin Fitzwater is 
Press Secretary to the President. 


Remarks at the Conclusion of the 
Pacific Island Nations-United States 
Summit in Honolulu, Hawaii 


October 27, 1990 


Distinguished friends, it’s been a great 
pleasure to greet you here in the Pacific, 
here in the United States. We’ve just com- 
pleted an unprecedented dialog on a wide 
range of mutual interests and concerns. In 
particular, we emphasize that America 
shares the islands’ vision of the region’s 
future—seeing the Pacific not as a great 
ocean of small islands and tiny populations, 
but rather as an aquatic continent—the 
world’s largest—covering a full third of the 
Earth’s surface. Like a string of pearls 
spread out across the sea, each nation is 
unique, each is precious, and each has 
something to contribute to the value of the 
whole. 

The Pacific Islands have a special place in 
the minds and hearts of the American 
people. And, on my own visits, starting 
almost 50 years ago, I witnessed the natural 
charm of the island peoples and the natural 
beauty of the islands. Their reputaticn is 
well-deserved. With island jurisdictions of 
our own, we are also proud of America’s 
special place in the extended family of Pa- 
cific nations. We enjoy close relations linked 
by many bonds of friendship and family. 
Today, we share this great aquatic conti- 
nent as partners in peace, bound together 
in an oceanic community pledged to pro- 
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tect both new democracies and worthy old 
traditions. 

During World War II, many Americans 
journeyed to the Pacific islands to help pro- 
tect our shared heritage of freedom and 
peace. Today we have returned, this time 
to help protect our shared heritage of 
beauty and nature. That is why, just last 
month, I signed the Convention for the 
Protection of the Natural Resources and En- 
vironment of the South Pacific Region and 
promptly sent it to the Senate for ratifica- 
tion. 

Similarly, we have directed our Ambassa- 
dor in New Zealand to sign the Wellington 
Convention, a major new step in dealing 
with the challenge of driftnet fishing. We 
also described our plan to host the first 
round of discussions for a framework con- 
vention on global climate change beginning 
in Washington next February 4th. This 
effort is being bolstered by the world’s larg- 
est environmental research program—our 
administration’s initiative to commit about 
$1 billion a year to explore the causes and 
effects of climate change. 

We also shared a valuable discussion on 
one program of particular concern to the 
island nations and of particular concern and 
importance to our global arms control ef- 
forts—the destruction of all chemical weap- 
ons on Johnston Island. We emphasized our 
common interest in ridding the world of 
these terrible weapons and asked for their 
understanding and support on this signifi- 
cant step towards peace and disarmament. 

We assured the leaders that we plan to 
dispose of only the chemical munitions from 
the Pacific theater currently stored at John- 
ston Atoll, any obsolete materials found in 
the Pacific islands, and those relatively 
small quantities shipped from Germany. We 
confirmed that these munitions will be de- 
stroyed safely on a prioritized schedule and 
that, once the destruction is completed, we 
have no plans to use Johnston Atoll for any 
other chemical munitions purpose or as a 
hazardous waste disposal site. 

We also assured the leaders that the safe- 
guards we’re employing ensure that there 
will be no _ associated environmental 
damage. And we expressed the hope that 
they would accept our offer for a technical 
team, sponsored by the South Pacific 
Forum, to visit Johnston Atoll to independ- 
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ently monitor the operation. Today the 
United States has rededicated itself to last- 
ing security in the region—a security which 
comes not so much from force of arms but 
through nurturing of free people, free mar- 
kets, free economies. 

In order to strengthen these economies, 
we were pleased to announce several initia- 
tives. First, we proposed establishing a joint 
commercial commission with the island na- 
tions to meet each year at senior govern- 
ment levels to identify and address com- 
mercial opportunities and trade concerns. 
Second, we announced that the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation would es- 
tablish two new funds, an Asian Pacific 
growth fund and an environmental invest- 
ment fund, to respectively assist private 
sector and natural resource development. 
In addition, OPIC will lead a 1991 mission 
of American investors to Pacific island 
countries. And third, we announced our 
plan to begin negotiations to extend the 
South Pacific Regional Fisheries Treaty. 
And fourth, the addition of AID [Agency 
for International Development] private 
sector assistance programs to enhance agri- 
cultural and marine resource development. 
And fifth, three new programs—educational 
exchanges sponsored by the East-West 
Center and USIA [United States Informa- 
tion Agency]. 

And further, I would also like to an- 
nounce an extension of our APEC Partner- 
ship for Education Initiative to include the 
Pacific island countries. This last initiative 
will enhance educational links all across the 
Pacific, through both the public and private 
sector. 

I am very pleased that you all came. Like 
the early Pacific navigators who braved the 
seas alone so that others could follow, you 
have come to Hawaii today to help chart a 
new course for the children of the Pacific— 
the children of tomorrow. Together, we are 
moving forward. And together, we’re racing 
toward a new era in the Century of the 
Pacific. Together, we and the island nations 
can ensure it is, indeed, a new era of peace 
and growth. 

Thank you—all of you—for this visit. 
You’ve shown us friendship. You’ve shown 
leadership in promoting democracy and 
economic progress. I simply want to wish 
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each and every one of you the very best. 
The frankness of the exchange, the chance 
to exchange ideas has been extraordinarily 
beneficial to me, and I expect those Ameri- 
can officials with me feel exactly the same 
way. We look forward to working with you 
as together we face the enormous chal- 
lenges of the future. So, thank you and God 
speed you on your journeys home. Thank 
you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in 
the Wailana Room at the East-West Center. 
At the summit, the President met with rep- 
resentatives of the Solomon Islands, Tongo, 
Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, Papua New 
Guinea, Western Samoa, Fiji, Nauru, Micro- 
nesia, the Marshall Islands, and Kiribati. In 
the morning, the President attended a ple- 
nary session of the summit, and in the 
afternoon, he attended a luncheon for the 
summit participants. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 


Report on Panamanian Government 
Assets Held by the United States 


October 27, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

1. I hereby report to the Congress on 
developments since the last Presidential 
report of April 30, 1990, concerning the 
national emergency with respect to 
Panama. This report is submitted pursuant 
to section 207(d) of the International Emer- 
gency Economic Powers act, 50 U.S.C. 
1706(d). 

2. On April 5, 1990, I issued Executive 
Order No. 12710, terminating the national 
emergency declared on April 8, 1988, with 
respect to Panama. While this order termi- 
nated the sanctions, the blocking of Pana- 
manian government assets in the United 
States was continued to permit completion 
of the orderly unblocking and transfer of 
funds I directed on December 20, 1989, 
and to foster the resolution of claims of U.S. 
creditors involving Panama, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1706(a). The termination of the na- 
tional emergency did not affect the con- 
tinuation of compliance audits and enforce- 
ment actions with respect to activities 


taking place during the sanctions period, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(a). 

2. Since March 12, 1990, the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (“FAC”) has re- 
leased $39 million of the remaining $169.7 
million blocked to the control of the Gov- 
ernment of Panama. This $39 million was 
comprised of $600,000 from blocked ac- 
counts at commercial banks, and $38.4 mil- 
lion from blocked reserve accounts estab- 
lished under section 509 of the Panamanian 
Transactions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. 565.509 
(“509 accounts’’). 

The $130.7 million remaining blocked 
consists of $127.8 million in the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of New York that continues to 
be held in escrow at the request of the 
Government of Panama to fund a portion of 
Panama’s arrearage to international finan- 
cial institutions, $1.5 million in commercial 
banks for which the Government of 
Panama has not requested unblocking, and 
$1.4 million in 509 accounts. The remaining 
509 account balances are subject to bilateral 
negotiations between the Government of 
Panama and U.S. firms that have both debts 
to and obligations owed from the Govern- 
ment of Panama. We will continue to work 
with the Government of Panama to resolve 
its outstanding obligations. 

4. Representatives of the Department of 
the Treasury visited Panama to discuss with 
senior Panamanian officials and representa- 
tives of the business community the conclu- 
sion of the Panama emergency and the 
unblocking of funds, and to request their 
assistance in enforcement and compliance 
actions that may still occur. The Depart- 
ment of the Treasury is in the process of 
reviewing potential civil penalty cases in- 
volving violations of the Panamanian Trans- 
actions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 565, 
which occurred prior to the end of the eco- 
nomic sanctions program against the Nor- 
iega regime. Prepenalty Notices have been 
issued in two such cases as of this date. 

5. I will continue to report periodically to 
the Congress on the exercise of authorities 
to prohibit transactions involving property 
in which the Government of Panama has an 
interest pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1706(d). 


George Bush 
The White House, 
October 27, 1990. 
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Nomination of John A. Bushnell To Be 
United States Ambassador to Costa 
Rica 

October 27, 1990 


The President today nominated John A. 
Bushnell, of Connecticut, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min- 
ister-Counselor, as Ambassador to the Re- 
public of Costa Rica. He would succeed 
Deane Roesch Hinton. 

Since 1989, Mr. Bushnell has served as 
Deputy Chief of Mission in the Republic of 
Panama. Mr. Bushnell entered the Foreign 
Service in 1960 and has served in the fol- 
lowing positions: assigned to the Depart- 
ment of State, 1960-1962; international 
economist in Bogota, Colombia, 1962-1964; 
international economist in Santo Domingo, 
1964-1965; program officer for the Agency 
for International Development, 1965-1969; 
international economist for the U.S. Mission 
in Geneva, 1969-1971; National Security 
Council, 1971-1974; Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for the Department of the Treasury, 
1974-1976; assigned to the Department of 
State, 1976-1981; member of the Board of 
the Panama Canal Commission, 1980; 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Buenos Aires, 
1982-1987; and interfunctional officer in 
the Office of the Director of Management 
Policy, 1988-1989. 


Mr. Bushnell graduated from Yale Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1955) and the University of 
Melbourne (M.A., 1959). He was born July 
26, 1933, in New York. Mr. Bushnell is mar- 
ried and resides in Panama. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Lebanon 


October 27, 1990 


The United States believes that order and 
security should be brought to Lebanon as 
soon as possible by the legitimate govern- 
ment. We believe that implementation of 
the Taif Accord should proceed. The United 
States strongly supports the unity, sover- 
eignty, and territorial integrity of Lebanon 
and urges the disbandment of all militias 
and the removal of all foreign forces from 


Lebanon so that the process of national rec- 
onciliation can proceed. 

For 15 years we have argued against vio- 
lence in Lebanon. Now is not the time to 
settle old scores. Now is the time for heal- 
ing. The United States has made this point 
to Syria as well as to the various Lebanese 
parties. 


Remarks to Officers and Troops at 
Hickam Air Force Base in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 


October 28, 1990 


The President. Thank you, Admiral Har- 
disty. Please be seated. And thank each and 
every one of you for joining us here today— 
and for joining in the defense of freedom 
every day. You know, I’m proud to be back 
here at Pear! and proud to be back as your 
Commander in Chief and proud to be back 
standing up for fighting men and women 
like you that serve in the Armed Forces of 
the United States. We have never had a 
finer group of people. Governor Waihee, 
the Governor of the State—proud to be in 
your State, sir. To my dear friend Pat Saiki, 
the Congresswoman from this district, 
thank you for joining me and thank you for 
being at my side coming out here. To Colo- 
nel Lyon, my respects, sir. And again, Ad- 
miral Hardisty, thank you, sir, for this unfor- 
gettable welcome back here to this marvel- 
ous Hickam Air Force Base. This is quite a 
crowd. But I can’t help but think of the 
warning that one soldier gave to comedian 
Steve Martin last week when Steve Martin 
began a talk in Saudi Arabia. This is a true 
story. He said, “You'd better be funny. 
We’ve got bullets.” 

Well, you may recall, there was a slight 
confusion a couple years ago when I said 
that Pearl Harbor Day was September 7th. 
But now I’ve put an end to all that confu- 
sion—and I just want to say I’m very happy 
to be back here in at Clark Air Force Base. 
[Laughter] The truth is, I will always re- 
member the first time that I saw Pearl 
Harbor in the early spring of 1944. Our 
ship and my squadron were en route to 
Wake Island and out to the rest of the Pa- 
cific. Then, as now, it was an impressive 
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sight. The fleet, having been pounded, had 
recovered—the naval shipyard here having 
set the world record for the fastest repair 
work completed on battle-damaged ships. 
No member of that generation can ever 
forget the clarion call that Pearl Harbor 
represented. Things changed instantly. The 
country came together and, like you here 
today, we each knew our duty. 

There was a movie a few years back 
where the actor John Houseman, Paper 
Chase’s Professor Kinsfield, played a World 
War II veteran now deskbound in Washing- 
ton. Seizing on a passing reference to the 
war, a snide young colleague asks, “Do you 
miss the action of those days, sir?” And 
Houseman’s response was classic. He 
yanked off his glasses and calmly fired back, 
“No, I miss the clarity.” Well, today in the 
Persian Gulf, the world is once again faced 
with the challenge of perfect clarity. 
Saddam Hussein has given us a whole plate- 
ful of clarity, because today, in the Persian 
Gulf, what we are looking at is good and 
evil, right and wrong. And day after day, 
shocking new horrors reveal the true nature 
of the reign of terror in Kuwait. In one 


hospital, dialysis patients were ripped from 
their machines and the machines shipped 


from Kuwait to Baghdad. Iraq soldiers 
pulled the plug on incubators supporting 22 
premature babies. All 22 died. The hospital 
employees were shot and the plundered 
machines were shipped off to Baghdad. But 
you cannot pull the plug on a nation. The 
invasion of Kuwait was without provocation. 
The invasion of Kuwait was without excuse. 
And the invasion of Kuwait will not stand. 

Iraq’s invasion marks an outrageous 
breach of the peace, a broad-faced violation 
of the United Nations Charter. And by its 
actions, the Iraqi regime has shown its con- 
tempt for the very principles on which the 
United Nations was founded. Saddam Hus- 
sein will be held accountable. Iraq has 
waged a war of aggression, plundered a 
peaceful neighbor, held innocents hostage, 
and gassed its own people. And all four of 
those crimes are punishable under the prin- 
ciples adopted by the allies in 1945 and 
unanimously reaffirmed by the United Na- 
tions in 1950. Two weeks ago I made men- 
tion of the Nuremberg trials. Saddam Hus- 


sein must know the stakes are high, the 
cause is just and, today more than ever, the 
determination is real. 

You know, if you look into history, Amer- 
ica never went looking for a war. But in 
World War II, the world paid dearly for 
appeasing an aggressor who could have 
been stopped. Appeasement leads only to 
further aggression and, ultimately, to war. 
And we are not going to make the mistake 
of appeasement again. And one of the other 
mistakes—one of the other lessons, rather, 
that America, like it or not, was part of the 
whole—that was the lesson. And Hitler re- 
joiced at the news—if you remember your 
history books—rejoiced at the news from 
Pearl Harbor. And Adolf Hitler called the 
attack on Pearl Harbor the turning point of 
the war. And he was right. But not in the 
way he thought. Pearl Harbor changed the 
world and America’s role in it for all time. 

And you here know that. During the past 
3 months, men and women like you from 
all 50 States have helped to launch what 
history will judge as one of the most impor- 
tant deployments of allied military power 
since 1945. But make no mistake: The deci- 
sion for this deployment was not made in 
Washington; the decision for this deploy- 
ment was made by the men in Baghdad. 
And we are the ones that are standing up 
for civilized values, standing up for a princi- 
ple that’s almost as old as our Republic. 

Franklin Roosevelt put it clearly in a fire- 
side chat, just after Pearl Harbor. He said: 
“Together with other free people we are 
now fighting to maintain our right to live 
among our world neighbors in freedom and 
in common decency without the fear of as- 
sault.” And Harry Truman understood this 
lesson. Almost 10 years after Pearl Harbor 
he, too, spoke to the Nation, and he could 
almost have been talking about Kuwait. 
“Korea is a small country,” he said, “thou- 
sands of miles away. But what is happening 
there,” said Truman, “is important to every 
American.” And he called the unprovoked 
invasion a “direct challenge to the efforts of 
the free nations to build the kind of world 
in which men can live in freedom and 
peace.” 
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And since that time, allied strength and 
resolve have been tested many, many 
times. But when we look back on that histo- 
ry of valor and sacrifice, it is clear that the 
strength of our arms and the strength of 
our will is up to the challenge that we all 
face today in the Persian Gulf. And we are 
not alone—remember this: we are not 
alone. The United Nations Security Council 
has passed eight major resolutions setting 
the terms for solving this crisis. A majority 
of the Arab League is with us. The Soviet 
Union and China are with us. And NATO’s 
resolve has never been more firm. And 
today it is not Iraq against Kuwait, but it is 
Iraq against the rest of the civilized world. 
And that message—we must say it over and 
over again. 

And so, this unprecedented unity is a 
result of hard work and favorable winds— 
not the winds of war, but the winds of 
change. And from these magnificent Pacific 
Islands it’s easy to see how, with skillful 
hands at the helm, these winds can carry us 
towards a future of vast horizons—a dynam- 
ic new Asia and a new partnership of na- 
tions where free peoples and free markets 
look to our shore for partnership and securi- 
ty and leadership. The world is still a dan- 
gerous place. And those in uniform will 
always bear the heaviest burden. Perhaps I 
know something of what you endure—the 
waiting, the uncertainty, the demands of 
family and professional life. We want every 
single American home. No American will 
be kept in the Gulf a single day longer than 
necessary, but we will not walk away until 
our mission is done. 

As we meet, it is midday in Hawaii. And 
soon the Sun will be setting across much of 
America. An hour of prayer, a day of rest, a 
nation at peace. And soon many of those 
prayers will follow the Sun westward across 
the Pacific and Asia. And soon, like the rays 
of the Sun itself, those prayers will reach 
down to carry the light of a new day to the 
brave men and women standing watch over 
the sands and shores of the Gulf. Not an 
hour passes that they are not on my mind. 
And so, we’ve come here to thank you for 
the important work that you—all of you— 
do in defending our nation’s freedom, in 
keeping our nation strong, and holding high 
the banner of freedom. 
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Thank you very much for coming. And 
God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. on 
the tarmac at Hickam Air Force Base. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Adm. Hun- 
tington Hardisty, commander in chief of 
the U.S. Pacific Command. 


Exchange With Reporters in 
San Francisco, California 


October 29, 1990 


California Gubernatorial Campaign 


The President. Well, let me just say that 
I’m delighted to be back here. We had a 
fundraising event for Pete Wilson and I am 
very encouraged with the support we keep 
reading about and hearing about for a Sena- 
tor now about to be Governor. This State is 
a critical State in the sense of this election 
coming up. The governorship here is enor- 
mously important. It has national impor- 
tance. And I am enthusiastically for Pete 
Wilson, and he can give you a little vibra- 
tion or two as to how he feels it’s going. But 
I like the feel of this campaign. 

Senator Wilson. Mr. President, I share 
your enthusiasm and your optimism. I think 
it’s going well. We are very pleased with 
the polling numbers that we’re seeing and 
even more pleased with the reaction that 
we're getting from the crowds. It sure is 
nice to be back. 

The President. Now you don’t have to go 
back there anymore. That’s good. 


Federal Budget 


Q. Can I ask you a question on the 
budget, Mr. President? 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Even with this deficit reduction deal 
the deficit this year is going to go to $250 
billion—a record. In over 5 years the debt is 
going to go from $3 billion to $5 billion—or 
trillion—excuse me. Doesn’t that mean 
there’s a lot more painful medicine out 
there for the American people? 

The President. Well, it means we’ve had 
to swallow some painful medicine. And I’m 
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hopeful that this will have a_ beneficial 
effect on the economy, and if we can re- 
store the United States to more reasonable 
levels of growth, the revenues will pour in. 
But that means we’ve got to guard against 
what I think of as this mentality of taxing 
and spending. 

You know, the minute the budget deal 
was over, one of the Democratic leaders 
said, well, now we’re going to renew our 
fight to raise taxes on the rich. That is the 
old class warfare, tax-and-spend mentality. 
So, what I'll be doing is taking the message 
across this country that this resurrecting 
that tired old philosophy will not get Amer- 
ica back to work again. I think we can do 
better than what these numbers suggest, 
Terry [Terry Hunt, Associated Press]. But, 
no, we’ve taken a major step, and it’s a step 
in the right direction in some ways, but 
there’s plenty of reasons to oppose a lot of 
it. 

Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, now that the Primakov 
mission in the Middle East has gotten no- 
where, is there any chance for anything 
short of a military solution in the Gulf? 

The President. Yes. And I would hope 
that the economic sanctions, coupled with 
the worldwide solidarity against Hussein— 
Saddam Hussein—will convince him that he 
should, without conditions, get out of 
Kuwait. 

Q. And negotiations in any form whatso- 
ever? 

The President. No—there’s no way we’re 
going to have negotiations with conditional- 
ity. There’s no way to do that. Now, if he 
gets out of Kuwait and restores the legiti- 
mate government, then there’s a way to 
work out difficulties that may have existed. 
But we're not going to have any precondi- 
tions. And so—and the world is holding 
tight. I think—talking to Mr. Primakov, I 
think he understands how strongly we feel. 
I know that he had the same reaction when 
he talked to President Mubarak [of Egypt]. 
And I think that President Gorbachev is 
holding just as firm as he can. And that’s 
good, you see, Ann [Ann Compton, ABC 
News], because that sends a strong signal 
that the free world is united against this 
dictator. 


Q. No hope of the Primakov mission 
coming up with any kind of solution? 

The President. | haven’t seen anything to 
convince me that there’s anything positive 
on it. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you plan to 
resupply the Embassy in Kuwait if the U.N. 
resolution is passed? 

The President. Well, I think the best 
thing is to see that that resolution does pass, 
and then we'll see. Because this concept of 
starving embassies is unconscionable and in- 
humane. And the world reacts angrily 
against that kind of thing. 

Q. But surely you plan to take some 
action if you’re supporting the resolution. 
How do you plan to carry it out? Do you 
mean it to be a provocative act? 

The President. 1 plan to see us go forward 
with the United Nations. 

Q. Do you mean it to be a provocative 
actP 

The President. | just will stand with what 
I’ve told you. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, Senator Cohen said this 
morning that you should not commit troops 
to action in the Middle East without con- 
gressional approval. How do you feel about 
that? 

The President. Well, I'm going to—look 
forward to having some talks tomorrow 
with some of the leaders on this question. I 
know the authorities that a President has. 
I’m working to try to get this matter re- 
solved peacefully. We have a lot of force 
there, and they’re well-trained. They’re 
highly motivated, and that alone is sending 
an enormously strong signal to Saddam 
Hussein. So, before going into a lot of hy- 
pothesis about what I might or might not 
do, let’s take a look at the positive sides and 
hope that there can be a peaceful resolu- 
tion. But I'll be talking to the congressional 
leaders tomorrow. 

But history is replete with examples 
where the President has had to take action. 
And I’ve done this in the past and certain- 
ly—somebody mentioned provocation— 
would have no hesitancy at all. 

Q. Mr. President, do you object to France 
trading that planeload of medicine for the 
300 hostages they’re due to get back today? 

The President. No. 
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Q. You don’t see that as a break in the 
embargo? 

The President. No, not medicines—and 
understand that it’s going to be inspected to 
be sure that medical supplies are what’s 
going there. 


Federal Budget’s Impact on Upcoming 
Elections 


Q. Will you be to blame if the Republi- 
cans sustain big losses a week from now? 
Will some of that be shouldered by the— 
blamed by the Presidency and the tax pack- 
age? 

The President. ’'m sure somebody will 
put the blame there. But listen, so what’s 
new? But I’m not looking for defeats; I’m 
looking for victory. And I’m looking to take 
this message across the country that this 
class warfare, tax-the-rich, is really an attack 
on the working men and women of this 
country. And so, I’m not trying to make 
some hypothesis about if things don’t go the 
way I want them to go. But, you know, 
nobody said it would be easy, so I look for— 
I’m really getting fired up for the next few 
days. 

Q. Mr. President, why shouldn’t Ameri- 
cans feel betrayed that you caved in on 
raising taxes? 

The President. Because | think people 
know that this Congress is controlled by the 
taxers, by the liberal Democrats. And they 
also know that we needed to try to get 
something done, and they also know that a 
President is elected to compromise at 
times—only rarely. But he’s also elected to 
govern. And so I think it’s that message that 
will get—American people are fair. They 
know I’m against taxes. 

The same thing happened to President 
Reagan in 1982. But when you're up against 
these enormous majorities, once in a while 
you’ve got to reach out. But that’s over 
now. We've got some good things in that 
deficit package, and we’ve got some bad 
things in it. And now I will try to get more 
Republicans so we don’t have to put up 
with the kind of taxing and spending that 
we've been through as a country. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. Do you plan to push forth a capital 
gains tax next year? 
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The President. 1 wish we could. I saw 
George Mitchell [Senate majority leader] go 
out and say that he wants to raise income 
tax rates next year. Thank God we held the 
line on income tax rates, leveled that off at 
31 percent. But this idea of as soon as you 
finish a deficit-reduction package, to say 
we're going to go out and raise tax rates— 
I’m going to fight that all the way. 

And, of course, I’m for the incentive and 
the growth and the jobs that go with capital 
gains. But I don’t know whether we’re 
going to—you know, on capital gains, we 
had a majority in the House and in the 
Senate for it. But the liberals that controlled 
it would never let it come to a vote so we 
could get the action taken. That was amaz- 
ing, absolutely amazing. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Are you preparing the American 
public for war? 

The President. No. 

Q. Do you think it’s going to happen? 

The President. 1'm just doing my job as 
President of the United States. I’m not pre- 
paring anybody for anything. We are 
going—I am determined as I’ve ever been 
that this aggression will not stand. And this 
coalition is strong, it’s diverse, it is holding 
together. And we’re sending a very clear 
signal to the invader that he’s got to get out 
of Kuwait. 


Polls and Punditry 


Q. ——-stop the slide in the polls that has 
stemmed from the budget fight? 

The President. Thank God you raised the 
old polling question. I want you to hear this 
answer. 

Q. We want to hear the question. 

The President. The question is about poll- 
ing, living and dying by polling. Thank God 
when things were looking pretty good I 
kept telling every one of you here, these 
polls don’t mean anything. It doesn’t mean 
anything to me. So, what I'll do is get out 
and say what I believe, work for people that 
I’m enthusiastic about, and do the very best 
I can. But I don’t live and die by these. 

And there’s another symbol of all this— 
it’s the “inside the beltway” bickering. God, 
it’s so nice to be out here. You know, about 
staff. I want to say, I read a story today 
about the staff, that I am upset with the 
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staff. May I just say to those of you who 
thrive on the “inside the beltway” chatter, I 
have never had more confidence in [Chief 
of Staff] John Sununu, in [Budget Director] 
Dick Darman, in Secretary [of the Treas- 
ury] Brady—ever. And they are strong, and 
they are able. And anytime you’ve got to do 
some heavy lifting on behalf of the Presi- 
dent, you’re bound to get caught up in a 
little crossfire. 

So, please don’t give any credence to this 
kind of mischievous, gossipy reporting 
when we have things like Iraq, budget defi- 
cits, enormously important elections. It’s 
just crazy. 

Q. But, sir, you have to govern inside the 
beltway—— 

Q. ——polls have suggested that perhaps 
your outfit has been running a little lean 
and that perhaps you need more political 
in-house advice. 

The President. I’ve never said that. 

Q. Do you think that Governor Sununu is 
stretched too thin and perhaps you do need 
more in-house—— 

The President. 1 think everybody, includ- 
ing myself, have been stretched thin by 
these endless negotiations. But I think he’s 
doing an outstanding job. And I don’t think 
that we’re short of personnel. 

Q. You don’t believe Senator Wilson’s 
polls that he’s ahead if—you don’t believe 
the polls that show Senator Wilson ahead? 

The President. ll let him speak to that. 

Senator Wilson. 1 believe them. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. No, 1 just don’t like to 
comment—live or die on these polls. And I 
told you, Ann, over and over again when 
polls were astronomical and “the honey- 
moon has lasted too long” and—you know, 
don’t let’s deal with that. Let’s stay on the 
issues. That’s what I’m talking about. And I 
still feel that way. 

Q. But sir, you have to govern inside the 
beltway. Are you concerned that the 
“Democrats made me do it” argument 
might be making you look weak inside the 
beltway with the people you have to work 
with? 

The President. 1 don’t worry about inside 
the beltway. 

Q. But you have to govern those people, 
sir. 


The President. This is a great American 
country out here—govern what people? 
Inside the beltway? 

Q. You have to govern with these people. 
They’re the opposition party. They control 
the Congress. 

The President. Oh, the opposition party. 
Hey, I’m used to that kind of demagoguery. 
And so, I’m out here on the campaign trail 
now laying it to rest. They talk about taxing 
the rich—they want to get into the pocket 
of every man and woman. The House bill 
that was passed—let me give you an exam- 
ple. They talked about socking the rich— 
that indexing provision hit every taxpayer 
in the United States. And so, I’ve got to get 
that in focus, because they’ve been getting 
away with this tax-the-rich class warfare— 
kind of garbage that they always resurrect 
at election time. And we’ve been under 
some constraints because I’ve been trying 
to get a deficit deal. Now I feel free to go 
out and take this message across the coun- 
try. 

Q. But my question is, do you think it 
makes you look weak? 

The President. No, I don’t think so. I 
don’t think so at all. Everybody knows that 
the President must govern. Harry Truman 
was right—the buck does stop there. And 
every once in a while, you have to do some- 
thing to make something happen. But I 
don’t think that’s a sign of anything other 
than reality. 


Capital Gains Tax 


Q. go back and seek capital gains, do 
you then reopen the whole package? 

The President. There is a danger to that, 
and so we’ve got to be careful how we do 
that. But I would simply reiterate my con- 
viction about it in saying that it is good for 
jobs. You know, when you have a slow 
economy, the more things we can do to 
stimulate investment and opportunity for 
working people, it’s important. So, there’s a 
big philosophical debate on that, and I am 
absolutely convinced that it’s correct to 
have a capital gains differential. 

Incidentally, there is a small one in this 
new budget package—very small. So the 
principle is there, but it’s not as much in- 
centive as it should be. 

Q. Are we in a recession? 
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Q. Are you prepared in this case to trade 
off an increase in rates for a reduction in 
capital gainsP You wouldn’t want to trade 
off a further increase, would youP 

The President. Trading—we just got this 
package, so we'll let that sit for a while. But 
I’m just saying philosophically I haven’t lost 
my interest in this at all. 

Q. Recession? 

The President. 1 don’t think so. 


Veto of Civil Rights Bill 


Q. Mr. President, you are very strong on 
not wanting to see taxes raised, and you talk 
about class warfare with the Democrats. 
Why is it that you’re willing to sign this bill, 
but you vetoed the civil rights bill, when 
you say you feel strongly about that? Why 
didn’t you not agree to sign this as well? 

The President. Let me tell you first about 
the civil rights bill. I have long stood for 
civil rights. I think anybody in public life 
knows that I have long stood for civil rights. 
But I just don’t think it’s fair to sign a bill 
that will result in quotas. The day I vetoed 
that bill I attached to it a civil rights bill 
challenging all these proponents of civil 
rights: Pass a real civil rights bill. And they 
didn’t even permit the House and Senate to 
vote on it because they wanted to try to 
embarrass the President. I am for civil 
rights, and I am against quotas. It is not 
right to any minority group to pass legisla- 
tion that is going to result in quotas. 

If the leaders of the Congress had been a 
committed as some say they are to civil 
rights, why didn’t they permit my bill that 
eliminates discrimination in the workplace 
to be voted on? It is because they tried to 
embarrass the President. And they didn’t at 
all, because the American people are fair 
and they do not want quotas. 

Q. Mr. President, it sounds like you’re 
willing to veto quotas but not higher taxes. 
That doesn’t sound like a very strong 
stance. 

The President. Give me a chance to veto 
higher taxes. Send one down there that I 
can veto, and I will. You’re darn right I will, 
absolutely. I’m glad you raised that. It was a 
beautiful question, because I am opposed to 
higher taxes—strongly. 
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Upcoming Elections 

Q. You look like you’re going to enjoy this 
last trip. 

The President. 1 really am looking for- 
ward to it. 

Q. Are you going to draw blood? 

The President. Well, I don’t know about 
blood. I just want to get my message out 
there, and it’s going to be good. We're 
going to work hard, and we’re going to take 
a positive message across the country: that 
if we had more Republicans in the United 
States Congress, Senate and House, I would 
be able to more easily fulfill the mandate I 
was given when I was elected President of 
the United States. I don’t like playing de- 
fense; I like being on the offense. 

Q. Can you beat the odds, that where 
Presidents usually lose seats? 

The President. We’re going to wait and 
see. But I think you raise a point. The party 
in power normally loses seats, but I’m going 
to be out there like we’re going to win seats 
and work very hard to do that. 

Q. So are these elections now a referen- 
dum on you, sir? 

The President. 1 don’t know what they’re 
a referendum of. But I want to make them 
a referendum on the Democrats’ taxing and 
spending and class warfare. I mean, it’s 
absurd. So, we’ll see. They have control of 
both Houses of Congress; they can frustrate 
the legislative agenda that I want. So, I'd 
like to see us change that around if we 
possibly can. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:25 a.m. on 
the tarmac at San Francisco International 
Airport in San Francisco, CA. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial 
Candidate Bill Price in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 


October 29, 1990 


I’m delighted to be back here. First, let 
me pay my respects to a man that cam- 
paigned for me way back in the early six- 
ties. He’s been my friend and Barbara’s 
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friend and your Governor: Henry Bellmon, 
over here. Henry, delighted to see you, sir. 
Of course, two who are with us today who 
are so active in Washington in leadership 
roles—one in the Senate and one in the 
House. I’m talking about Senator Don Nick- 
les and, of course, Mickey Edwards, the 
Congressman. We're delighted to have 
them with us here. today. 

Bill, thank you for that introduction. Oh, 
what a joy it is to be with your wonderful 
family. Barbara sends her love. It’s not that 
our dog is writing another book, but she, 
too, is out on the campaign trail. I’m just 
delighted to bring you her greetings. It’s a 
pleasure to be here for a man who will 
make a difference—he always has—your 
next Governor, Bill Price. All of you know 
his story. Well-qualified man—well-quali- 
fied. The son of a doctor. Went to George- 
town U—Ohio—OU—{laughter|—Oklaho- 
ma University Law School, the Big Red. Fi- 
nally, he became, as he referred there to it, 
U.S. Attorney for western Oklahoma, sup- 
porting law and order, battling against the 
craze of narcotics. He’s been a good man, a 
great servant to this country—and now 
you’ve got to elect him Governor of this 
State. 

I have looked at the record. He has con- 
viction. He’s not a follower who gets lost in 
the current. He’s a profile in character who 
alters the tide. Look at how he cracked 
America’s then-largest corruption case back 
in the early eighties. Or his work for the 
organization he founded, the Oklahoma Al- 
liance Against Drugs. We need a leader 
with his vision to follow Henry in Oklahoma 
City. I’m here to talk for Bill, not against his 
opponent. And I refuse to take it personally 
that his opponent was the Dukakis chair- 
man in this State. Had nothing to do with 
my being here. 

We could use more of his kind of thinking 
back East, too. All Americans are asking: 
What on Earth is wrong with Washington? 
And I know you’ve been standing, but let 
me give you the full load about how I see it, 
as one who thinks we need to change this 
Congress out and get more Republicans and 
fewer of those liberal Democrats. 

After what seemed like endless negotia- 
tions, we finally have a budget. And the 
negotiations were tough because the one 
party that has ruled Congress for almost 40 


years is dedicated to perpetual reelection. 
And that party, the Democratic Party, has a 
bias for redtape over choice, for Washing- 
ton solutions over community solutions, and 
for bureaucracy over people. And you add 
all of this up, and what do you get? You get 
a liberal Democratic-controlled Congress 
that’s committed to two things: taxing and 
spending. We went into negotiation, and 
the final agreement is an example of how 
the Democratic Congress works—or doesn’t 
work. For the sake of the Nation, I honestly 
felt that we had to reduce the deficit now. 
It is high time that we stop mortgaging the 
future of these young kids here today. And 
the Democratic spending binge has got to 
stop. 

I discovered, as Harry Truman did, that 
the buck does stop there on the desk in the 
Oval Office, and every once in a while, a 
President of the opposite party than the 
one that controls the Congress has got to 
make a compromise. And I felt really that 
we had to reach an agreement, and I felt 
strongly about reducing the deficit with 
spending cuts, not raising taxes. And in fact, 
that’s exactly the kind of budget that I sent 
to the Congress last February. Predictably, 
the Democrats, instead, wanted to slash de- 
fense and then raise your taxes. What we 
got was a compromise. 

And there is some good in it. We’ve got 
$492 billion in deficit reduction over 5 
years; over $350 billion in spending cuts— 
the largest cut in history. There are some 
incentives built in it so that we will become 
less dependent on foreign oil—incentives to 
stimulate domestic oil and gas drilling and 
production. And we also got Congress to 
reduce the rate of spending growth with 
the first-ever 5-year curb on spending. 

Now, we put Congress on a pay-as-you-go 
plan so that the liberal Democrats will no 
longer be able to fund programs with red 
ink. This agreement has strong enforcement 
provisions. And if Congress tries to raise 
spending one dime, they’ve got to cut other 
excess spending or find the money for it 
right there and then. 

And finally, we held the line—and this 
one is very important to me and, I believe, 
to the people of Oklahoma and the whole 
country—we held the line against the reck- 
less cuts of our Armed Forces. I will not be 


1693 





Oct. 29 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


the President to provide [preside] over the 
weakening of this nation’s defense. 

An enforceable deficit reduction agree- 
ment is unprecedented. It is long overdue 
and it is absolutely necessary, but I cannot 
join the liberal Democrats in an orgy of self- 
congratulation. After all, we discussed three 
kinds of proposals: the good, the bad, and 
the ugly. And I told you about the good. 
Now let me tell you about the bad—in a 
word, the taxes. To get an agreement we 
had to pay a ransom to get the $350 billion 
in spending cuts. And the American people 
have had to pay a price for divided govern- 
ment. 

But the price could have been worse. The 
Democrats’ bill that passed the House 
before this compromise that was enacted— 
that Democratic bill tried to raise income 
taxes on all working Americans. And they 
attacked these indexing provisions of the 
current tax law in a way that raised taxes on 
every hardworking citizen. And they called 
it their bill to soak the rich, and what it 
really did is go after the paycheck of the 
working man and woman in this country. 
And we said, we are going to stop you—and 
we stopped them cold. And let me say this: 
that was not—and I am grateful to Mickey 
Edwards and I’m grateful to Don Nickles 
for their stand—that was not, as these de- 
magogs would have you believe, Republi- 
cans protecting the rich; that was Republi- 
cans standing up for the working family in 
this country. 

And now we're hearing it again. Some of 
us are old enough to remember this. It hap- 
pens all the time with the Democrats. And 
let those liberals that control Congress raise 
their ugly old cry of divisiveness and class 
warfare and of soaking the rich. And we, 
the Republicans, are going to continue 
fighting for the working people by holding 
the line on taxes. You send me more Re- 
publicans for the United States Congress, 
and we'll get the job done. 

I don’t want you to get the feeling I’m 
down on the Democratic Congress—{/augh- 
ter|—but the budget was due last April. The 
Democratic Congress came to me 6 months 
late—so late, in fact, that we are on the 
brink now of an economic downturn. And 
it’s time to call them as you see them, to 
tell it like it is. And this agreement could 
have come together in May, in June, or in 
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August—anytime during the last 6 months. 
But the Democrats choked the throttle, 
pulled the throttle back of a slowing econo- 
my while they hunted for every last morsel 
of partisan advantage, all in the name of 
politics and of higher taxes. And we’re not 
going to let them get away with it. 

In April, when the budget was due, un- 
employment was 5.4 percent—a troubling 
sign. Unemployment last month was 5.7 
percent. And since April, when the budget 
was due, inflation has accelerated and eco- 
nomic growth has slowed. Even after the 
economy was threatened by the Persian 
Gulf crisis, Congress delayed. This Congress 
was content to stall an agreement and stall 
the economy. We are not going to let them 
get away with it. There are Congressmen— 
thank heavens, there are Congressmen— 
and youve got some good ones from this 
State, men like Jim Inhofe and Mickey Ed- 
wards and our distinguished Senator Don 
Nickles, who rejects this failed tradition of 
tax and spend. But they’re outnumbered by 
the big taxers and the big spenders. These 
three are the real defenders of working 
America, and I am grateful indeed that 
they are fighting for you and for Oklahoma 
and, I’d say, for America up there on Cap- 
itol Hill. 

You know, as we got into these negotia- 
tions, even in the middle of them, the big 
spenders were looking for the pork-barrel 
bonanzas. At the 11th hour in the midst of 
the budget crisis, congressional conferees 
on one panel alone pushed through an 
almost 19-percent increase for pet projects. 
At the same time, this President and these 
Republican Members were doing our level- 
best to curtail spending, Congress voted to 
spend a half a million dollars to create a 
Lawrence Welk tourist attraction. And we 
all like Lawrence Welk—“dah-dee-dah”’— 
you know how he is. [Laughter] But I cite 
this as a symptom of the problem. 

Audience member. Get the line-item 
veto. 

The President. 'm_ getting to that. 
[Laughter] Believe me, the American 
people know when their Congress asks 
them to tighten their belts and Congress 
loosens its own. And I'll tell you what I'd 
like to do about it. Yes, give me what 43 
Governors have: Give me the line-item 
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veto. They’ve failed to cut spending. Let 
me have a shot at it. While we’re at it, let’s 
have a balanced-budget amendment that 
would discipline the Executive and darn 
sure would discipline the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 

There’s one other tool I need even more 
than the line-item veto and a balanced- 
budget amendment. And I really mean it: 
that is more Republicans in Congress that 
think the way these two do. God, I’m glad 
to be out of Washington. I am thrilled to be 
out of Washington. And let me say, I hear 
that talk back there that people don’t know 
the difference between the Republicans 
and the liberal Democrats. In education, we 
are the ones that are fighting for reform to 
empower parents to choose their children’s 
schools. In child care, Republicans are the 
ones who demanded reform to empower 
parents to choose who will watch over their 
children. And we now have that bill, as a 
matter of fact. And we’re the ones still de- 
termined to bring hope and opportunity to 
the most desolate of the inner cities. 

The Democrats are still pushing that old 
line of liberal programs, more taxes, more 
bureaucracy, more government control— 
tell the people of Oklahoma City how to 
mandate things, tell them what they’ve got 
to do. They’re still peddling that tired old 
saw about Republicans and the rich. Well, 
you and I both know that that is hogwash, 
and we’re not going to let them get away 
with that anymore. I’m taking this message 
all across the country: We are for the work- 
ing people in this country. 

This is a Congress that can only act at the 
last minute when their political feet were 
held to the fire, a Congress who would 
rather pass feel-good proclamations than ad- 
dress problems. Look, this is the Congress 
that passed a resolution called National 
Crime Prevention Month while it gutted, 
took the heart right out of our anticrime 
bill. Bill Price knows that we need strong 
Federal legislation to back up our prosecu- 
tors and our law enforcement officials. And 
Congress passed that crazy Crime Preven- 
tion Month, but did nothing about the 
toughness of the crime bill that we called 
for. 

This is the Congress that declared Clean 
Water Month, but bickered for months over 
the clean air bill. And if you find all this 


tough to swallow, don’t worry—they’ve also 
served up National Digestive Disease 
Awareness Month. [Laughter] But I guaran- 
tee you one thing: If they send me that bill 
to make these kids eat their broccoli, I will 
veto that legislation. No, liberal Democrat 
Congress—and notice I say “liberal Demo- 
crat Congress.” I know my State next door. 
And I know the State here, and there’s 
plenty of sound conservative Democrats in 
the State of Oklahoma that are going to 
vote for the next Governor standing right 
here. 

But this liberal Democrat Congress has 
become America’s biggest and most en- 
trenched special interest. In 1959, Congress 
was served by 5,800 staff members. Today 
it is served by almost 20,000 staff members, 
who control the perks and pass out the 
pork. And the Democratic Congress is a 
confusion of committees and turf-conscious 
chaos. The House intended to be closest to 
the people has become a House of Lords. 
Ninety-eight percent who seek reelection 
and reelection—it is time to turn the tables. 
The American people deserve a new Con- 
gress—this time a Republican Congress. 
And they still block my proposals for cam- 
paign reform. We want to abolish special 
interest PAC’s. The Democrats want the 
taxpayer to foot the bill for the reelection. 
Democrats talk about taxing the rich, but 
they all want to have every one of us throw 
in money for congressional elections. Amer- 
ica needs a change. America needs a better 
deal. 

You know, maybe I’m a little old-fash- 
ioned, but I think that a $1.3 trillion budget 
gives us ample room to dream again, to 
advance new ideas, to renew our govern- 
ment, to rethink and to restructure our pri- 
orities. But the Democratic Congress would 
rather raise taxes than raise the issue of 
reform. The problem isn’t with the Ameri- 
can people and their dream; the problem is 
this Democrat Congress that protects its 
perks and privileges and turns its back on 
the American Dream. And I say we have 
had enough. That bill 2 weeks ago by the 
Democratic Congress would have raised the 
income taxes on every working family in 
America. They call it soak the rich—every 
single family, because of the indexing, 
would have had a tax increase. And we 
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fought it, and we beat it. And America 
needs a Republican Congress that will bal- 
ance the budget by cutting spending, not 
by raising taxes on everybody here. 

The Democratic Congress turned its back 
on our police officers. America needs a Re- 
publican Congress that will pass those laws 
that are necessary to finally get tough on 
crime. And there’s only one way, there is 
only one way to send this message to Wash- 
ington, and that is not to send the liberal 
Democrats back there so they can keep on 
going down the same tired old road. 

You know, last month Oklahoma voters 
sent politicians a message, and they voted 
overwhelmingly to restrict State legislative 
terms to 12 years. Next week voters across 
this country can follow your lead. Term lim- 
itations applying to State officials will be on 
the ballot in California and in Colorado. But 
America doesn’t have to wait for a ballot 
initiative to limit the terms of the Demo- 
crats in Congress; they can start next Tues- 
day. I have great confidence in the Ameri- 
can people, the American ideals, which is 
why the remaining days of this campaign, 
and for the rest of Presidency, I'll take a 
message out there to the people: America 
doesn’t need a liberal House of Lords. 
America needs a _ responsible Congress. 
America needs a Republican Congress. 

Harry Truman reminded us that only a 
President represents all the people, can 
stand for the national interest and stand 
against the special interests. And in this 
spirit—I think you'll all remember this—I 
did extend my hand. I worked for a biparti- 
san solution to this horrible budget mess. 
And you sent me to Washington to govern, 
to make something good happen for our 
country. And I’ve tried very hard, only to 
have a parade of liberal Democrats march 
to the microphone in the well of the House 
to blame me for their failures. Any my good 
will has been rewarded with business as 
usual. Well, I'll tell you something: America 
has had enough of business as usual, and we 
don’t have to take it anymore. I say send 
me more Members of Congress who will 
vote like these two here today. I need them 
up there. And here in this State, people 
think straight and they like straight talk. So, 
do your talking at the polls on November 
6th, and roll up your sleeves and elect this 
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good man Governor of the State of Oklaho- 
ma because you deserve the best. 

And as for me—I know you're glad this is 
over; it’s hot in here. But I’m just getting 
warmed up. But I’m really not. [Laughter] 
As for me, I'll tell you what I’m going to do. 
I’m going to crisscross this country from 
coast to coast and take this message to the 
American people: more Republican Con- 
gressmen means more men and women 
fighting against raising taxes and against the 
big spenders, and for the values of faith and 
family, government close to the people that 
everybody in the State of Oklahoma be- 
lieves in. More Republicans means a better 
deal for America. And it doesn’t get any 
straighter than that. And I can’t wait to get 
out on that campaign trail for the rest of 
the days before the elections. 

Thank you. Elect this good man Gover- 
nor. And God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at 
the Cowboy Hall of Fame. 


Remarks on Meeting the Cincinnati 
Reds Baseball Team 
October 30, 1990 


Well, please be seated. Great fall day in 
the Rose Garden. And, Marge, welcome to 
you and Lou Piniella, the players, the 
coaches, and the official family of the 1990 
Cincinnati Reds. I want to look around at 
our dignitaries here, but Senator Glenn is 
here, Congressman Gradison, Congressman 
Luken, Paul Gillmor from Ohio. And then 
from across the river—whoops, I don’t see 
him, I thought—there he is modestly in the 
second row, Jim Bunning, played good old 
country hardball in his day. And another 
one, Vinegar Bend, I did see over here. 
Welcome, all of you and all the rest. And I 
want to welcome our umpires, Larry Bar- 
nett, Rocky Roe, Jim Quick, Ted Hendry, 
Frank Pulli, Randy Marsh, and also Bruce 
Froemming, who can’t be with us today. 
Seldom do the players and families cheer 
the umpires, but we’re glad you're here. 
Delighted you’re here. 
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Just a minute. A little dissent—I think I 
can handle it. [Laughter] Listen, I might 
mention that this is the 40th anniversary of 
the Babe Ruth Baseball League. And we’re 
lucky to have the four Babe Ruth Cham- 
pionship Teams of 1990 with us today: 
Staten Island; Youngstown, Ohio; and yes, 
two from a city whose team visited here last 
October, Oakland, California. Why don’t 
you guys all stand up, if you would. Here 
we go. Welcome. Welcome, all of you. You 
guys better watch out for your jobs—some 
of these people. And best wishes we bring 
you from the most charismatic member of 
the Bush family, the MVP, the Most Valua- 
ble Pooch. Schottzie—tell her Millie sends 
her love and in a minute we'll bring out the 
dog so you can at least say hello, because 
we missed them. Let me welcome all of you 
to the White House and to this most appro- 
priate salute to the Cincinnati Reds, a team 
of heart which achieved its impossible 
dream. 

Marge, I know that I risk this because I 
know Bobby Brown is president of the 
American League, but let me tell you about 
a story how as a player for the Yanks he 
roomed with one of my favorite philoso- 
phers, Yogi Berra. And Bob and Yogi were 
reading late at night in their hotel room. 
Bobby was studying a medical journal, and 
Yogi, a comic book. And finally, Yogi put 
the magazine down, turned off the light, 
and said, “Bobby, my book had a happy 
ending. How did yours come out?” Well, to 
members of this newest Big Red Machine, 
the story of the 1990 Reds had the happiest 
of endings: a world championship for Amer- 
ica’s oldest baseball franchise, for some of 
America’s best baseball fans, for a team that 
looked its opponent in the eye and made 
the opponents blink. 

Today we’re talking baseball and a team 
that won 91 games in the regular season, 
leading wire to wire the first time in league 
history. We’re talking the team that beat a 
marvelous Pirates club in the playoffs. And 
they were good. And I hope our guided 
missiles are as straight as Eric Davis’ throw 
to nab Bobby Bonilla. This is the team that 
swept the defending champion Oakland A’s 
in an unforgettable World Series. And what 
moments you have given all of us that love 
baseball. And what memories we have of 
one of the greatest bullpens in baseball’s 


tide of times. You know how the Reds spell 
relief—N-A-S-T-Y. [Laughter] 

And of the Series’ most valuable player— 
Jose Rijo—yielding all of one run in 15 plus 
innings. Maybe you can help us with the 
interest rates—you get the ERA [Earned- 
Run Average] down, now it’s the interest 
rates. [Laughter] And then Billy Hatcher— 
seven straight hits. Nine for twelve in the 
Series. And yes, Eric the Red, whom I wish 
continued recovery. And when I talk to Mr. 
Gorbachev about offensive weapons, I’m 
going to tell him No. 44’s bat is not negotia- 
ble. [Laughter] 

Go anywhere, they love the Reds. Go to 
Dayton or Louisville or Des Moines or Siler 
City, and they'll tell you about heroics too 
numerous to mention. Glenn Braggs and 
Barry Larkin fielding brilliantly. Joe Oliver 
winning game two with a memorable base 
hit. And Chris Sabo, he’s off in Japan, but 
his 3 home runs are still in orbit someplace. 
And Paul O’Neill and, yes, Tom Browning, 
the man who combined a World Series and 
the birth of a son—batting a thousand along 
the way. And each of these men and so 
many others were dedicated to a cause— 
bringing the world’s championship back to 
the banks of the Ohio. You achieved that 
goal. And to you, Lou—Lou Piniella—let 
me say you’ve been an inspiration to all of 
us that love the game. All of us you showed 
why two of the most beautiful words in any 
language, all of you showed us—play ball! 

Reds broadcaster Joe Nuxhall often says 
that “This is the Old Left-hander rounding 
third and heading for home.” And this year 
home for one of sports’ greatest franchises 
was the 1990 World Championship. So let 
me leave you by quoting another Reds an- 
nouncer, Marty Brennaman: “This one be- 
longed to the Reds.” And when it comes to 
baseball, Cincinnati is truly number one. 
Thank you for coming here, congratula- 
tions, and God bless the United States. 
Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to team owner Marge 
Schotte, manager Lou Piniella, and Repre- 
sentative Jim Bunning. 
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Remarks at the Republican National 
Committee Election Countdown Rally 


October 30, 1990 


Good to see you all. Thank you very 
much. Let me just say that it’s terrific to see 
so many good friends of this administration 
and of this country. Barbara and I are de- 
lighted to be with you, and I want to salute 
the members of my Cabinet who are up 
here with me. You know, I am blessed as a 
President to have such an outstanding Cabi- 
net working for this country every single 
day. They’re good, they’re strong, they’re 
principled, and I am very, very fortunate. 

I’m told that in addition to these Cabinet 
members, why, our able Administrator, my 
friend Bill Reilly is here, Bruce Gelb from 
USIA, and Paul Coverdell. And alsu, of 
course, I want to single out two or three 
who are here that have just worked their 
hearts out on recent events in Washington, 
and I’m talking about our Chief of Staff, 
John Sununu, Dick Darman, and Secretary 
Brady, who have done an outstanding job 
wrestling with the United States Senate and 
the House. 

And, of course, I wanted to come over 
and express my personal gratitude to Char- 
lie Black and to Jeanie Austin, who are lead- 
ing our party at this critical time, and to say 
to other friends of Lee Atwater’s—and all of 
us are—Lee continues to be a great inspira- 
tion to both Barbara and to me and all of 
our family. And I’m sure he is to each and 
every one of you, too. 

I wanted to come over here at this time 
and talk to you, the faithful, those that are 
standing there getting the job done day in 
and day out, because election day is exactly 
one week from today. I look at it as oppor- 
tunity day, a day when America’s voters 
will have the opportunity to do something: 
to vote for change and to vent their frustra- 
tion, their anger, and the betrayal that they 
have felt at the hands of the unresponsive 
and irresponsible Democratic Congress. 

You know, I read about voter frustration, 
but America has the opportunity to send 
that crowd up there on Capitol Hill, that 
one party that’s controlled Congress for 
year after year after year—the Democrats— 
send them a message by sending more Re- 
publicans to Congress. 
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You know, this country faced an enor- 
mous challenge here, a challenge of, I’d say, 
tremendous consequences: a _ Federal 
budget deficit spiraling into the hundreds of 
billions of dollars, and the Democratic phi- 
losophy of tax and spend was coming home 
to roost. And I was elected to make some 
tough decisions, to govern. 

At times, every President finds that he’s 
had to compromise for the good of the 
country. And I reached out my hand—I 
think everybody here knows it, and I think 
people all across the country know that I 
tried to reach out my hand to work with 
the Democrats in Congress. They control 
the House, they control the Senate. And I 
tried very hard to do that, only to have a 
parade of liberal Democrats march to the 
microphone in the well of the House to 
blame me for their own failures. 

Well, I believe we’ve had enough of that. 
And now we get to take our case to the 
American people. You see, we can, we can 
send a message to every Democratic Con- 
gressman or Senator who mortgaged the 
future of our kids. To every Democrat who 
tried to raise income taxes, not as they say 
on the rich but on every working Ameri- 
can, and to every Democrat who’s part of 
this Democratic spending binge: Americans 
say we’re not going to take it anymore be- 
cause this is our country and it belongs to 
those who work in the fields and in the 
factories, who run the small businesses, who 
teach our kids, who protect the land. And 
each one is every bit as much a part of the 
American dream as the privileged few who 
roam the congressional corridors of power. 
And I want to abolish, for example, I want 
to abolish these special interest PAC’s, and 
Democrats don’t. Democrats want the tax- 
payers to underwrite the bill for their own 
reelection, and I don’t. And if we have 
more Republicans on Capitol Hill, Uncle 
Sam won’t foot the bill for Democratic cam- 
paigns. 

Democrats may be busy taking care of 
their special interests and these reelection 
interests. And they may have forgotten 
their most basic sacred trust is the common 
interest. Well, [ don’t think we have forgot- 
ten. And I think Americans are going to 
remember who stands with these values 
that we all believe and that I’ve cam- 
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paigned on and still feel fervently about. 
It’s the Republicans who were looking out 
for the working men and women of this 
country. 

And who would have thought that the 
finest instincts and ideals of Jefferson and 
Adams would have come down to this: an 
arrogant majority that uses its power to pro- 
tect its own prerogative, its own perks, its 
own privileges, its own pet projects. And it 
is time that American people say enough is 
enough. No more Democratic control of the 
Congress. 

You know, they say there are two things 
you should never watch being made: sau- 
sage and laws. [Laughter] When it comes to 
the Democrats in Congress, I’d say this year 
has been—we’ve all been taken on a first- 
class tour of the hot dog factory. [Laughter] 

I was disappointed but not surprised—the 
minute that this budget deficit agreement 
was reached—disappointed but not sur- 
prised to hear a Democratic leader say that 
the Democrats will continue to demand 
higher taxes, raising the income tax rates 
next year. Disappointed to hear the distor- 
tion of Republican motives, goals, and ac- 
complishments. Disappointed to hear the 
clumsy explanation of the Democrats’ at- 
tempt to raise $40 billion—this is the figure 
from the recent Democrat-passed bill in the 
House—$40 billion in new income taxes on 
working Americans. And at the same time 
they were talking about soaking the rich, 
there was a $4 billion surtax proposal in 
there. Four billion dollars for that, and $40 
billion trying to sock it to every working 
man and woman in this country. The rheto- 
ric is wrong, and their purpose is wrong. 
And we're not going to let them get away 
with it. 

After 6 endless, 6 endless months of 
budget negotiations, we finally got a deal. 
We fought for what’s good in the package. I 
think the spending cuts, when you look at 
them, are good. The entitlement reform is 
good. The tough enforcement provisions 
are better than I thought we could ever get 
in any way out of this Congress. But for 6 
months, the Democrats stalled. For 6 
months this Congress stalled the budget 
agreement and, in my view, risked stalling 
the economy. They tried to pull back the 
throttle on this economy, all in the name of 
politics and higher taxes. And the American 


people can hold them responsible because 
we are not going to let them get away with 
it. 

All in all, this budget agreement is un- 
precedented. It is long overdue, and in my 
view, it is essential. And every time I see 
out there across the country some young 
kid or a class of third graders, I think to 
myself: We have got to do something to 
stop mortgaging. the future of these young 
people. It isn’t fair, and it isn’t right, and 
the tax and spend mentality has gone too 
far when you see us with $500 billion added 
to the deficit over and over again. 

We got nearly $350 billion in spending 
cuts. And almost $500 billion—$492 billion 
I believe was the figure—in total deficit re- 
duction. But to get an agreement, there was 
a ransom. And that ransom was taxes. And, 
after all, the Democrats’ chant has always 
been tax and spend and damn the deficit. 
And we pushed hard to cut spending, to get 
the deficit down. And I just simply could 
not bring myself to leave America’s chil- 
dren an avalanche of unpaid bills. 

The issue is larger than one budget agree- 
ment or one session of Congress or one 
election. It may sound corny, but it’s about 
the American dream. It’s about the differ- 
ences between the parties and who can best 
build a better America. It’s about America’s 
families and America’s values and who rep- 
resents them. And I think you know the 
answer: Republicans do. 

You know the difference between Repub- 
licans and Democrats. We are the ones 
fighting for family perspective in this year’s 
legislation, in education, in child care, in 
housing. And we’re going to keep right on 
fighting. And we’re the ones determined to 
bring hope and opportunity to the millions 
forgotten by the Democrats. And we won’t 
give up on them. We'’re the ones with more 
sympathy for the victims of crime than for 
the criminals. And that was in my bill that 
got shuttered aside, parts of it passing but 
the toughest parts held up by the liberal 
Democrats in the House of Representatives. 
We're going to keep on supporting our 
police officers. And we’re the ones who un- 
derstand that the world remains a danger- 
ous place and that American leadership can 
meet the challenges of an uncertain world. 
And America will continue to lead because 
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Republicans will not undermine America’s 
strength. 

I just came back yesterday from Califor- 
nia and Oklahoma, and there, as all around 
this country, there’s a growing momentum 
for limiting terms of legislators. The biggest, 
most entrenched special interest in America 
is right here. And in 1988, the Republican 
platform called for limiting the terms for 
Members of Congress. Republicans were 
the ones out 2 years ago leading the call. 
Term limitation is an idea whose time has 
come. And I think its time has come to 
Capitol Hill, frankly. 

Another good thing about getting out in 
the country, you see what works, see how 
Governors make things happen. Let me tell 
you what works. Forty-three Governors al- 
ready have it; Governor Deukmejian [of 
California] used it 4,000 times. And I’m 
talking, of course, about the line-item veto. 
If Congress can’t cut spending, give a Presi- 
dent a shot. Give me the line-item veto and 
see what we can do. These ideas work. This 
is an idea that is working in the States, and 
most of the States have balanced budget 
amendments. I’d like to see one of those for 
the entire country. Let’s get out and cam- 
paign for it. 

We really do need a government of more 
Republicans from the breadths of this great 
nation who owe their allegiance to the com- 
munities of our 50 States, not to the Demo- 
cratic tax and spend dogma of Capital Hill; 
a government led by men and women with 
a sense of history, with a sense of the poten- 
tial of this country and of every American, 
with a willingness to make difficult choices 
on behalf of the national interest; and men 
and women who have a genuine vision, the 
kind of vision that enabled this administra- 
tion to drag some important legislation out 
of a gridlocked Democratic Congress. Re- 
member, both Houses, the Senate and the 
House, in the hands of the Democrats. 

We got a good Clean Air Act, and I think 
that’s good for the entire United States of 
America and internationally as well. We 
had to pull it out, and it worked. We got a 
child care bill out of this deficit agreement 
and it’s a good one—doesn’t give central 
government control over all child care—it 
empowers parents. 

We got a good, fair, and effective Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act. A landmark piece 
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of legislation in terms of fair play long over- 
due. We got a Defense budget that in my 
view protects our nation’s security. It was 
under vicious assault and vicious attack 
from the liberal elements in the Democrats 
in both the House and the Senate. But 
thanks to the negotiating of those right here 
and the work of our Secretary of Defense 
[Richard B. Cheney], we got a reasonably 
good Defense number, one where I can 
certify to the American people we can keep 
our interests wherever they may be. We 
can keep our commitment. And we built 
some incentives, finally, into our budget 
agreement for oil and gas explorations so 
that we will be less dependent on foreign 
oil. 

And that brings me to another piece of 
news—I was talking to Secretary [of 
Energy] Watkins about this—that I want to 
tell Americans about, all Americans. Thanks 
to a combination of markedly increased 
world production and consumption meas- 
ures, the gap in oil supply created by the 
loss of Iraq and Kuwait production has been 
closed. And under current circumstances, 
consumers can count on adequate supplies 
of petroleum products. And that is good 
news for all Americans. 

In times of crisis and challenge, the 
American spirit has been a constant source 
of strength. It’s true now, obviously, in the 
Persian Gulf, and it’s just as true at home 
today. Because across this land still pulses 
the generosity and the optimism of the true 
American spirit, the spirit to which Republi- 
cans are responding. We will reform this 
city in the Capital, revive this institution, 
renew this nation, and together we can 
keep this country strong and compassionate 
and idealistic. And we’ll do it by bringing 
this country what we deserve: a better deal. 

And I’m going to be carrying that mes- 
sage to the American people. And today 
I’m here in Washington within sight of the 
Capitol Dome but I'll go the vineyards of 
California and the farms of Ohio, to the 
shores of Massachusetts and out to the oil 
fields in Texas. And every time I talk to the 
American people, I’m going to tell them 
this: More Republicans in Congress means 
more men and women fighting against rais- 
ing taxes and against the big spenders. 
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More Republicans means a better deal for 
America. 

And I wanted to thank each and every 
one of you. And with a week to go before 
the election, please keep it up. Redouble 
your efforts. We can make a difference for 
this, the greatest and freest country on the 
face of the Earth. God bless you and God 
bless America. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in 
the Regency Ballroom of the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Wil- 
liam K. Reilly, Administrator of the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency; Bruce S. 
Gelb, Director of the US. Information 
Agency; Paul D. Coverdell, Director of the 
Peace Corps; Richard G. Darman, Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget; 
Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. Brady; 
and Charlie Black, Jeanie Austin, and H. 
Lee Atwater, spokesman, cochairman, and 
chairman, respectively, of the Republican 
National Committee. 


Proclamation 6219—Refugee Day, 
1990 


October 30, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Ever since the first Europeans came to 
this country in search of freedom and op- 
portunity, America has been viewed as a 
safe haven and a source of hope for millions 
of people around the globe. We take tre- 
mendous pride in our leading efforts to 
assist refugees, and we continue to cherish 
the great and generous spirit embodied by 
our magnificent Statue of Liberty. As 
Emma Lazarus wrote in her timeless sonnet 
to the famed Mother of Exiles, “from her 
beacon-hand glows worldwide welcome.” 

Over the years, the United States has 
held its doors open to those seeking refuge 
from tyranny and persecution, and we have 
encouraged other free nations to do the 
same. We have proudly received in this 
country thousands of individuals who— 
though they arrived with scarcely more 


than the clothes on their backs—have not 
only built new lives for themselves and for 
their families but also made extraordinary 
contributions to our society. At the same 
time, we have also worked to overcome 
those conditions that compel many refugees 
to flee their homelands. For example, we 
have steadfastly defended the universal 
cause of freedom and justice, asserting our 
conviction that no one should live in fear 
because of his or her race, nationality, reli- 
gion, or political beliefs. We have also 
strived to promote peace and economic de- 
velopment in countries beset by poverty 
and strife. 

Despite such efforts, however, the popu- 
lation of refugees in the world has increased 
dramatically during the past few years to its 
present total of more than 15,000,000 
people. Thus, we remain firmly committed 
to assisting refugees and to advancing re- 
spect for individual dignity and human 
rights around the world. As we continue 
our own efforts, we call on other nations to 
increase their assistance to refugees in 
need. The sad plight of refugees has been 
brought home to us once again in recent 
weeks as we have seen hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees fleeing Saddam Hussein’s 
naked aggression in Kuwait and his brutal 
policies at home. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
375, has designated October 30, 1990, as 
“Refugee Day” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 30, 1990, as Refu- 
gee Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:36 p.m., October 30, 1990] 
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Proclamation 6220—National 
Awareness Month for Children With 
Cancer, 1990 


October 30, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Thanks to the dramatic progress that has 
been made in early diagnosis and treatment 
of the disease, young cancer victims and 
their families no longer need to relinquish 
their dreams for the future. In many cases, 
advances in science and technology are 
bringing hope and healing where there 
once was only fear and loss. 

According to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, the number of child 
deaths from cancer in the United States de- 
clined by 36 percent between 1973 and 
1987—a significant change in a relatively 
short period of time. Today three out of 
every four children diagnosed with Hodg- 
kin’s disease are being cured. Since 1960, 
our ability to treat other serious forms of 
cancer such as Wilm’s tumor and non-Hodg- 
kin’s lymphoma has improved markedly— 
nearly 50 percent more children are living 
for at least five years after diagnosis. The 
Department also reports that the number of 
children surviving acute lymphocytic leuke- 
mia has risen by 25 percent since 1974. 

Nevertheless, despite such encouraging 
progress, cancer continues to be the leading 
cause of death by disease among children 
between the ages of 3 and 14. Families 
facing the specter of childhood cancer need 
the best possible medical care and emotion- 
al support we can provide. Many need fi- 
nancial help as well. Every family touched 
by childhood cancer needs the support of 
its relatives, neighbors, teachers, and clergy. 
Parents need the understanding and com- 
passion of their employers, and brothers 
and sisters of young cancer victims need 
special consideration, both at home and in 
school. Young cancer patients themselves 
need every opportunity to express and 
pursue the fresh, unjaded dreams that are 
the hallmark of childhood. 

Many private organizations and govern- 
ment agencies throughout the United States 
are working to meet the needs of children 
with cancer. The National Cancer Institute 
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(NCI), operating within the Department of 
Health and Human Services, is the Federal 
Government’s principal agency for cancer 
research. In cooperation with universities 
and research institutes throughout the 
Nation, the NCI is engaged in treatment 
studies for 14 types of childhood cancer. 
Yielding new and refined methods of treat- 
ment, these studies are helping to improve 
the prognoses for many young cancer vic- 
tims. For example, many children whose 
bone cancer, in the past, might have re- 
quired the amputation of an arm or leg can 
now benefit from surgical techniques that 
allow them to keep their limbs without di- 
minished chances of survival. 

In addition to advances in research and 
technology, rehabilitation programs are 
likewise helping to improve the quality of 
life enjoyed by young cancer patients. 
Recent breakthroughs in our understanding 
of the brain and nervous system, for exam- 
ple, are making it possible for many of 
those who must use artificial limbs to con- 
trol them by brain impulses. 

Hundreds of private voluntary organiza- 
tions at both the national and local levels— 
including the American Cancer Society, the 
Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Founda- 
tion, the Leukemia Society of America, and 
the Ronald McDonald Foundation—are 
helping parents and children to cope with 
the emotional and financial stresses created 
by cancer treatment and _ rehabilitation. 
Through the generosity of these and other 
groups, young cancer patients and their 
parents may obtain free air travel to treat- 
ment centers; parents may benefit from 
low-cost lodging while their little one is re- 
ceiving treatment far from home; and 
youngsters themselves may have the oppor- 
tunity to spend time at a special summer 
camp or to see an earnest wish fulfilled. 

This month we recognize the dedication 
and hard work of all those scientists, health 
care professionals, and volunteers who are 
working to overcome childhood cancer and 
to assist its victims. We also reaffirm our 
admiration and support for the courageous 
youngsters and parents who struggle with 
this disease. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Oct. 31 


Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim October 1990 as Na- 
tional Awareness Month for Children with 
Cancer. I encourage all Americans to ob- 
serve this month through appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:14 p.m., October 30, 1990] 


Statement on Signing the Bill 
Reauthorizing Native American Higher 
Education Assistance 


October 30, 1990 


Today, I am signing S. 2167, a bill “To 
reauthorize the Tribally Controlled Com- 
munity College Assistance Act of 1978 and 
the Navajo Community College Act.” In ap- 
proving this legislation, I recognize and ac- 
knowledge the tribal colleges for the contri- 
bution they have made and continue to 
make in improving the quality of life for 
many American Indian people. Tribal col- 
leges represent an opportunity for many 
American Indians to develop academic 
knowledge and job-related skills and 
become contributors to the economy both 
on and off Indian reservations. In addition, 
the tribal colleges are excellent examples of 
the Administration’s policy of self-determi- 
nation for Indian tribes. 

I note that section 106(b) of the Act pur- 
ports to require the President, within 1 
year of enactment, to submit a report to the 
Congress containing recommendations for 
amendments to certain Federal laws. The 
Constitution grants to the President the 
power to recommend to the Congress such 
measures as he judges necessary and expe- 
dient. Because of this power, provisions 
such as the one contained in this bill have 
been treated as advisory and not mandato- 
ry. I will, therefore, interpret section 106(b) 
accordingly. 


I also note that section 105 of the Act 
provides that the right of Native Americans 
to express themselves through the use of 
Native American languages shall not be re- 
stricted in any public proceeding. Such pro- 
ceedings include publicly supported educa- 
tion programs. I construe this provision as a 
statement of general policy and do not un- 
derstand it to confer a private right of 
action on any individual or group. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 30, 1990. 


Note: S. 2167, approved October 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-477. 


Exchange With Reporters in 
Alexandria, Virginia 
October 31, 1990 


Representative Stan Parris 


The President. ——anticrime legislation 
that I sent up to Congress a long time ago, 
talking about many issues that I think are of 
benefit not just to the people of northern 
Virginia but of the whole country. We need 
more people like Stan Parris, and I'll be 
telling them that, too. 

Q. Mr. President, are you using the situa- 
tion at the Kuwaiti embassy—— 

The President. Just to say the things I like 
about it and the things I don’t, but we'll be 
talking about some of that. But the main 
thing is the positive agenda and the things 
that he has stood for and fought for. And 
my view is that if I had more support like 
that in the Congress, not only would we not 
have fiscal problems out there—the same 
ones that we're trying to do something 
abdut—but we’d be much better off on a 
positive agenda for all America. 

I think we’re on the right track, but we 
just need to be sure we have this kind of 
support. We talk about this in family values 
and the values and incentives, and growth 
and opportunity. His voting record is the 
kind we need. We don’t need more of 
where the Government has to do every- 
thing—the mandated program. I think they 
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don’t work. So, it’s a great positive agenda 
that Ill be discussing in there. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. Kuwaiti Embassy, Mr. President? 
What’s the situation this morning, and is 
this situation—— 

The President. 1 haven't talked—this 
morning—I haven’t seen the intelligence. I 
came right here from the White House. 

Q. Well, Mr. President—— 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Is this situation being used as a pretext 
for a confrontation? 

The President. No, there’s no pretext. 
You don’t use pretext when you have force 
deployed. You don’t need any pretext; you 
just do what’s right. I am concerned about 
the lives of Americans held against their 
will. So are the American people. When you 
see the United Nations act in concert, the 
United Nations is concerned. So, there’s no 
pretext involved. I’m simply trying to have 
the American people understand how 
strongly I feel about the brutality of 


Saddam Hussein’s [President of Iraq] policy. 


And it’s been condemned by the world, and 
we ought to do something about it. These 
are American citizens that are held against 
their will. There are a lot of other citizens 
that have been just destroyed in Kuwait as 
he has dismantled it. I think world opinion 
is saying he’s got to stop it. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, yesterday in that 
meeting with congressional leaders there 
was some concern that that distress for the 
hostages, for the Embassy in Kuwait, not 
provoke the U.S. into a premature military 
response. Do you feel at all that your hand 
is being forced at this point? 

The President. No. 1 don’t think so at all. 


Secretary of State Baker’s Trip 


Q. Mr. President, is Secretary Baker 
going to be discussing, during his trip, sce- 
narios for possible military responses? 

The President. He will cover a wide array 
of issues with these leaders over there. I 
was trying hard to keep our coalition part- 
ners fully informed. I will share with them, 
through Secretary Baker, the concerns that 
I feel about Americans that are held hos- 
tage and other citizens that are held hos- 
tage. We will discuss, obviously, the United 
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Nations resolutions condemning the treat- 
ment of embassy personnel. And so, it’s 
going to be a wide array of topics to discuss. 
I’m very pleased that the coalition is togeth- 
er. So, we just have to stay in close touch. 
I'll be doing some, I’m sure, by phone 
myself. But the Baker trip is very impor- 
tant. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. What are you going to do about resup- 
plying the Embassy at this point? 

The President. Well, I can’t tell you exact- 
ly what I’m going to do. 

Q. Well, how soon? Let’s put it that way. 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, what is the end line? In 
other words, how do you know you've 
reached the end? 

The President. Well, it’s a very difficult— 
appropriate question and very difficult. But 
we're still moving force, and we have a 
significant coalition of armed forces on the 
ground. We'll just have to wait and see. In 
the meantime, we will send a steady, strong 
message to Saddam Hussein that we are not 
going to tolerate this aggression. 

Q. You haven’t mentioned sanctions at 
all. 

The President. And when you look at 
world opinion and statements from world 
leaders, there is an enormous coalition 
there still together, unanimous in its con- 
demnation. So, we’ve just got to keep that 
in focus and keep doing what we’re doing: 
quietly, but significantly, being prepared. 

Q. Do you have a timeframe in mind? 

The President. A timeframe for what? 

Q. Action in Iraq. 

Q. Is time running out for the sanctions? 

The President. There’s no date of that 
nature in mind. But we’re doing absolutely 
everything to be sure we safeguard Ameri- 
can life, protect Saudi Arabia against ag- 
gression, and also to see that we are in a 
position to help fulfill the United Nations 
resolution. 

Q. Are you becoming impatient, Mr. 
President? Are you becoming impatient? 

The President. I'm not impatient, no. Just 
going steadily, doing my job. 

Q. But, sir 

The President. And so are all our allies. 
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Economic Sanctions Against Iraq 


Q. Because of your concerns, though, sir, 
can you afford to continue on, waiting for 
sanctions to take effect? 

The President. | am prepared at this junc- 
ture to wait to see if economic sanctions 
will work—at this juncture. 

Q. Are you disappointed with the 
progress today? Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, 
Press Secretary to the President] said yes- 
terday it was clear they hadn’t been suc- 
cessful. 

The President. 1 wouldn’t say that they 
had not been successful ai all, that they 
certainly haven’t driven the man to do 
what he should have done, which is to get 
out of Kuwait and reverse this aggression. 
But I think that that’s what Marlin was 
saying—they had not been totally effective. 

Q. Did you think they’d have a quicker 
effect? 

The President. Well, Norm [Norman 
Sandler, United Press International], there’s 
been differences of opinion. I know some of 
our partners thought that the economic 
pressure by now would have come close to 
compelling him to withdraw. I’ve not had a 
view on that because it’s such a major un- 
dertaking—economic sanctions—that I 
haven’t really been thinking in terms of 
time lines. 


Hostages 


Q. Are the hostages becoming a more im- 
portant factor in the equation, in what you 
do? 


The President. No more important, but 


they are tremendously important. Any 
factor—and I’ve always said this—anytime 
an American or anybody else is held against 
their will in direct contravention of interna- 
tional law, it concerns me. I wouldn’t say 
more, but I am very, very concerned about 
it. | think any President would have to be. I 
know that other leaders to whom I’ve 
talked around the world feel the same way 
about their citizens. I mean, the Soviets do; 
I mean, the Japanese have. And so, it’s 
brutal what he’s doing. It is total brutality 
and in direct contravention of international 
law. I think it is important that Saddam 
Hussein know just how seriously we view 
this matter. 
Q. You suggested, sir 


The President. So, it’s worth repeating 
from time to time. 

Q. You suggested early on, I think, that 
the hostages wouldn’t drive U.S. policy. Is 
that still—— 

The President. Exactly. 

Q. is that still your position? 

The President. Yes, it is still my firmly 
held position. 

Q. Are you still comfortable with that? 

The President. Yes. Very comfortable 
with it, very comfortable. 

Q. But you’re elevating the importance of 
the situation at the Kuwaiti Embassy and 
the importance of the hostages. Are you, in 
fact—— 

The President. The Kuwaiti Embassy is 
being starved. The people out there are not 
being resupplied. The American flag is 
flying over the Kuwaiti Embassy, and our 
people inside are being starved by a brutal 
dictator. And do you think I’m concerned 
about it? You’re darn right I am. And what 
I’m going to do about itP Let’s just wait and 
see. Because I have had it with that kind of 
treatment of Americans. And I know others 
feel that way. I know Margaret Thatcher 
[Prime Minister of the United Kingdom] 
feels that way about the Brits. I think the 
whole world feels outraged by this. So, of 
course I’m concerned. As each day goes by 
and these Americans are isolated, cut off 
from supplies, who wouldn’t be concerned? 
The American people are concerned—those 
that understand this have this message. So, 
you should think very carefully about what 
he’s doing there. 

Q. Do you have a plan in mind for resup- 
plying the Embassy, or how are you going 
to do that? 

The President. If 1 did, I wouldn’t discuss 
it here. 


Civil Rights Bill 


Q. What was in the civil rights bill that 
told you it would lead to quotas? 

The President. The public—the necessi- 
ty—part of it. And I sent a civil rights bill 
up there that they didn’t even vote on. And 
why? Because they didn’t want to give the 
President a chance to continue a strong 
civil rights record. It was a good piece of 
legislation, and the Congress wouldn’t even 
permit a vote unless it was done just the 
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way a handful of leaders—civil rights lead- 
ers—wanted it done. 

I’ve compromised; I’ve tried to work it 
out. We had a deal with [Senator] Ted Ken- 
nedy, and he reneged on the deal. So, I am 
for civil rights, and I am strongly opposed 
to quotas. It’s that public necessity part that 
inevitably would have led to quotas. It’s not 
fair to black Americans; it’s not fair to His- 
panic Americans; it’s not fair to Asian- 
Americans. So, I am glad to have a chance 
to set the record straight on that one, and I 
will push for civil rights legislation that re- 
moves discrimination in the workplace, but 
I will not accept quotas. That message has 
to get through loud and clear, because 
there’s been a lot of demagoguery on the 
other side of that now. I am right, and I 
think the American people will strongly 
support me. 

It’s highly technical. It’s highly technical. 
But I’m glad to have the opportunity to say 
that I will continue to push for strong civil 
rights legislation, and I will continue to 
fight against legislation that will result in 
quotas in the workplace. 

Any others? It’s been a pleasure—so 
early, and a beautiful day. 


Note: The exchange began at 7:35 a.m. on 
the lawn of Belle Haven Country Club, 
prior to a fundraising breakfast for Repre- 
sentative Stan Parris. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Breakfast for 
Representative Stan Parris in 
Alexandria, Virginia 

October 31, 1990 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. It’s a pleasure to be here. I am 
simply delighted to be here with Stan. We 
talked about this a couple of months ago. 
Given the schedule and the demands on 
one’s time, I haven’t been able to do as 
many campaigns strictly for congressional 
candidates. But as he said, and I will affirm, 
we are friends. We go back a long time. 
When I look for steady, constant, principled 
support in Congress, I’ve got it in Stan 
Parris. I just do not want to contemplate 
the alternative—having another Massachu- 
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setts—[applause|—we’ve got enough Massa- 
chusetts liberals in the Congress as it is, and 
so we don’t need any more. [Laughter] 

So, it is a pleasure to be here and speak 
briefly because Stan is on our side. Even 
when there’s a difference of opinion on an 
issue, he does it in a way where he stands 
for what you all elected him to do—does it 
with principle and is most supportive of this 
President. And I am very, very grateful for 
that. 

I want to single out only one person in 
addition to the two Parrises, and that’s Judy 
Black, who is the campaign chairman. Her 
husband, Charlie Black, doing such an out- 
standing job as our major national party 
spokesman. And Judy, good luck to you on 
the last few days of this campaign. 

But you know the record. Stan is not only 
a friend of mine and a friend of Northern 
Virginia but a friend of sound, conservative 
fiscal policies of all the American people. 
He and I have a special bond. I’m the one 
who taught him everything he knows about 
charisma. [Laughter] 

I also trust his honesty and value his per- 
spective on these major issues. He happens 
to be a big Virginia Cavaliers football fan 
[University of Virginia]—that’s the honest 
part—and you know of his interest in trans- 
portation. I think he’s overdoing it when he 
wants to move the University of Virginia to 
Fairfax County, but nevertheless—{laugh- 
ter|—— 

There is his record. He mentioned mod- 
estly the Korean war; but really he’s a man 
that, as we wrestle with these problems 
halfway around the world, I think he under- 
stands the big picture. Served in the 
Korean war, returned to attend George 
Washington University, then practiced law, 
and then the Virginia House of Delegates, 
and served as secretary of the Common- 
wealth. He’s been a superb, seven-term 
United States Congressman. He’s on the 
side of what I think of as family values and 
traditional values, of every decent Ameri- 
can who values growth and opportunity and 
prosperity. It all adds up to GOP, if you'll 
think of it. [Laughter] 

You know, everybody is concerned in 
every area, municipal or rural, about trans- 
portation. Stan was one of the leaders, if not 
the key leader in the House, on this legisla- 
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tion which will complete this area’s Metro 
system. I think it’s long overdue, and I 
think it’s something that you can give him 
great credit for having done. 

He also is instrumental in this Korean 
War Memorial. I’m sure everybody here has 
been to the Vietnam Memorial. I’ve only 
been there a couple of times, but I can’t 
help but shed a tear when I’m there. It is 
appropriate that those veterans be honored. 
Similarly, I think it’s long overdue that we 
do have a similar monument—a monument 
to those who served and gave their lives in 
the Korean war. 

So, this is a man of broad perspective and 
great patriotism. We agree on a lot of the 
issues. I know how some of these newspa- 
pers around here feel, but I will continue to 
oppose statehood for the District. I support 
Stan’s position. I don’t think that’s right. 
We've got a Federal city; it’s special; it’s the 
people’s city for people from all over. And 
so, I am not a supporter of this statehood. I 
know that you can get into a lot of argu- 
ments about that, but I support Stan’s posi- 
tion on that. 

He reflects the good in, I’d say, decent, 
quiet people. He reflects their values. And 
he believes in government which serves the 
people, not the other way around. By that I 
mean he has stood up over and over again 
against this wealth of mandated programs. 

You go across the river and you get up 
onto Capitol Hill, and all of those that con- 
trol Congress—these committees—mainly 
the liberal Democrats, feel that the way to 
do it is for them to tell the people of North- 
ern Virginia or lowa or Texas or wherever 
exactly how they ought to solve the prob- 
lem of housing or of education, health care, 
whatever—mandated programs. And Stan 
has stood up against the mandated ap- 
proach, believing that people should be free 
to choose, whether it’s in education or in 
housing, or free to have diversity in some- 
thing like health care. And so, I need that 
kind of philosophical support that Stan 
Parris and a handful of others give in the 
United States Congress. 

I wanted to mention just a word on proc- 
ess and what recently happened: the Demo- 
crats trying to claim that it’s the Republi- 
cans who favored the rich, this whole class 
warfare, this old divide-and-conquer men- 
tality that we’ve heard every single cam- 


paign year of the Democrats when they talk 
about we favoring the rich and taxation. Let 
me just point out one thing that Stan stood 
up against, loud and clear. 

When the Democrats passed a bill—not 
the one that was finally enacted, a deficit 
agreement—they passed a bill that they 
called a soak-the-rich tax bill. And their na- 
tional chairman was jumping with joy be- 
cause he thought—and they had all these 
little ugly ads prepared, and they were 
claiming “soak the rich.” 

The part of the tax bill that they passed 
in the House that would have soaked the 
rich was $4 billion on a surtax, which I 
fought against and we got removed, inci- 
dentally, in the final version. And there was 
a $40 billion soak the working man and 
woman through the indexing of income tax 
rates. And here they were, raising the class 
warfare charge of divide and conquer, 
divide and—the ugliest kind of campaigning 
for America. We’re not divided by classes as 
some other societies that are. We’re the 
ones that represent the working man and 
woman through opportunity and growth. 

But while they raised the surtax $4 bil- 
lion—something that they shouldn’t have 
done anyway—and in the same legislation, 
$40 billion on taxes on the working man 
and woman of this country. So, when you 
hear them say soak the rich, if you’re poor 
or middle in terms of income, zip up your 
wallet because they’re coming after you. 
[Laughter] And that’s exactly what they’d 
been doing in all this legislation over there. 

I want to say that some good things have 
happened coming out of this Congress—a 
lot of it because Stan has been very, very 
helpful to us. I’m very pleased that we at 
last have the amendments to the Clean Air 
Act. They’re good; they’re strong; they’re 
reasonably well-balanced. And I think it 
sends a strong environmental message 
across this country. And I’m proud that we 
were in the forefront. This was our adminis- 
tration’s goal early on. 

And now, 18 months later, or whatever, 
we have the first and most successful 
amendment to the Clean Air Act in history. 
We obviously had Democratic support, but 
it was a Republican initiative. And we can 
take credit in that. We staved off a bill by 
the Democrats to make you eat broccoli. 
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[Laughter] And I would veto that if it 
comes my way, you're right. [Laughter] 

There’s another issue that is really near 
and dear to the hearts of everybody, and it 
ties into our National Drug Strategy, which, 
incidentally, is beginning to work—I’d say is 
working. Bill Bennett, our Drug Czar, [Di- 
rector of National Drug Control Policy], has 
done a superb job; and he’s managed to get 
this issue into the consciousness of all Amer- 
icans. And we’re really beginning to make 
progress, thank heavens. It’s long, long 
overdue. But what we haven’t done is back 
up the National Drug Strategy and the local 
police officers on the beat with strong 
enough crime legislation. 

And Stan has stood for the kind of crime 
bill that I sent up to the Congress and that 
has been gutted by the liberal Democrats in 
the Congress. We don’t need more people 
that are going to continue to have a little 
more concern about the criminal rather 
than the victim. We need people to do it 
the other way: more concern about the vic- 
tims of crime and less about the criminals 
themselves. And that’s where he is with us. 

About a year and a half ago, across the 
river there, stood before the Capitol with a 
lot of police men and women to demand 
Congress pass a crime bill and pass it soon. 
That was about 18 months ago. And we 
hoped that this Congress, liberal though the 
committees that deal with this kind of issue 
are, would finally pass a workable Federal 
death penalty to protect America, to pro- 
tect our police officers, those that are out 
there on the front line. That didn’t happen. 
We hoped they would end the legal loop- 
holes and technicalities that free the crimi- 
nals and handcuff the police. That didn’t 
happen. W2 hoped that we would give our 
prosecutors the tools they need to keep the 
criminals off the street and behind bars. 

Seventeen months later, eighteen, the 
Congress passed a crime bill, a tough bill; 
and then they proceeded to weaken it, 
later, out of sight, in a back room some- 
place. And in the crush of final legislation— 
Congress finally getting out of town—the 
mutilation to this bill was itself a mugging, a 
legislative attack on this legislation that 
could only take place behind closed doors, 
because the American people have spoken 
strongly about the need for tough anticrime 
legislation. 
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And again, I am very grateful to Mem- 
bers of Congress like Stan Parris who stand 
up and encourage the passing of strong an- 
ticrime legislation. And look at the records 
on these. Quiz the opponent. See where he 
stands and whether it’s just going to be 
some more passing of legislation that really 
doesn’t give us the tools that we need. I got 
a little of what we wanted on our education 
program, but I’m going to continue to fight 
for parental choice in education. We got a 
day care bill that I think we can take great 
credit in, Stan, because it does preserve this 
great principle that parents should be free 
to choose and should be able to shape the 
destiny of their own kids without having a 
lot of mandates and decrees from Washing- 
ton, DC. 

So, in terms of my agenda, the thing that 
I was elected to perform on, we got some of 
what I wanted. We lost a lot of what I 
wanted. I had to digest some in the way of 
compromise that I didn’t want. But a Presi- 
dent from time to time does have to make 
the tough decisions, does have to do some- 
thing that only a President has to do, and 
that is to govern. And so, I would say that it 
brings me, halfway through this term as 
President, to the view that I need more 
people like Stan Parris in the Congress who 
will back us—you and me—on what we be- 
lieve is the best approach to these enor- 
mous problems facing the United States of 
America. 

Let me just say a word—and I want to 
say this in giving credit here at the outset 
to both parties—I want to just say a word 
because it’s on everybody’s mind about the 
Middle East. And it’s something that I live 
with 24 hours a day. And I think [Senator] 
Vandenberg was right when he talked 
about partisanship stopping at the water’s 
edge. And you know, we got away from 
that a little bit in the deviousness of Viet- 
nam—to some degree, Stan, Korea, but 
mainly the Vietnam experience. But in all 
candor and with all fairness, I would say I 
have been blessed by having strong biparti- 
san support for this policy in the Middle 
East; and I am grateful to the leaders, both 
Democrat and Republican, on this one. And 
so, I want to be sure, as I just answer a 
couple of questions here about a subject 
that’s on everyone’s mind, that I make this 
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in a very nonpartisan way because it is es- 
sential that this country stay together in 
support of our kids halfway around the 
world. 

I’m not going to dwell on this question, 
but I was asked by some of our friends in 
the press coming in here about my con- 
cerns in terms of the Embassy in Kuwait. 
And the answer is, yes, I am very much 
concerned about that. We have Ameri- 
cans—some diplomats, some _ nondiplo- 
mats—in that little Embassy in Kuwait. The 
American flag is flying over that Kuwait 
embassy. The United Nations has called for 
resupply. The United Nations has passed yet 
another resolution of condemnation against 
this kind of brutal violation of international 
law; holding people against their will and 
desecrating embassies by isolating them and 
starving them. 

And so, when I was asked, well, am I 
concerned or increasingly concerned—I am 
increasingly concerned each day about this, 
because any President must have the con- 
cern of the safety of American citizens in 
the foremost position in his mind. And I 
said early on that one of the major goals of 
our policy was the concern about the safety 
of American citizens. 

And so, as you look at what’s happening 
halfway around the world, we’ve moved 
substantial force there—substantial force. 
And I bet everybody in this room has some 
friend, son, daughter, cousin, brother, what- 
ever that’s over there. And these are the 
finest, most highly motivated, best trained 
forces that have ever served in the United 
States armed services. They’re all volun- 
teers, and we have every right in the world 
to be proud of this kind of service to coun- 
try and this kind of patriotism. So, we 
cannot let them down. And yet, at the same 
time, we cannot fail in our goal to wipe out 
this aggression. 

You know, there are some interesting his- 
torical parallels here. And I shared with 
some the other day that I’ve been reading a 
book on the history of World War II. And 
some of you all that are still in school take a 
look back into history, into what happened 
when Hitler invaded Poland. There is a 
direct parallel to what has happened to 
Kuwait. The Death’s Head regiments came 
in behind the regular Armed Forces of Ger- 
many. And the Death’s Head regiments 


were those SS troops, and they came in and 
systematically wiped out a lot of Polish 
people, lined up kids and shot them. And 
the same things are going on in Kuwait 
today. It has been brutal. It has been ag- 
gressive. It has been totally in contraven- 
tion of international law. 

And I think it’s my obligation as Presi- 
dent of the United States to be sure that 
our citizens and the citizens around the 
world know just how strongly we feel about 
this naked aggression. And I’m not here to 
rattle a saber, but I am here to express my 
pride in the young people that are serving. 
And I’m here to restate, once again, that 
this aggression will not succeed. It is the 
United States honor that’s at stake here. It 
is the United Nations that is at stake here. 

And so, I wanted you to know that I do 
carry with me in my heart every single day 
and night concern over these Americans, 
concern over our kids in the armed services 
over there, always, however, with great 
pride in their service. These are not easy 
times internationally. And again, I’m 
blessed to be supported by the American 
people in a support that transcends—thank 
God—transcends party politics. 

Now, back to where we started. Please go 
out, work hard, and send Congressman Stan 
Parris back to the Congress of the United 
States. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8 a.m. in the 
ballroom at Belle Haven Country Club. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


October 31, 1990 


The President. We’ve already had a big, 
major press conference—I’m sorry you all 
missed it—about 20 minutes from here. 


U.S. Pressure on Iraq 

Q. There are already accusations—— 

The President. You should have been 
over there. 

Q. Are we going to war? 

Q. There are already accusations and 
some reports out there that a lot of this 
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turning up the heat now is politically moti- 
vated to coincide with the election. 

The President. Jim [Jim Miklaszewski, 
NBC News], I don’t think there are already 
many reports to that end. And I don’t think 
even the most cynical would ever suggest 
that a President would play politics with 
the lives of American kids halfway around 
the world. So, I’m sad if you’ve seen reports 
like that. I haven’t, and I think it is the 
ultimate of cynicism and indecency. 

We’re talking two separate things: one, a 
major crisis halfway around the world 
where we have strong support—Democrats 
and Republicans, the American people sup- 
porting us, the whole world, and the United 
Nations supporting us. And I don’t think 
any decent, honorable person would ever 
suggest anything of that nature. So, I would 
discount it, but I would simply say that you 
separate that from the political process 
that’s going on. It is so cynical, and I’m 
sorry to even have that question asked be- 
cause it is indecent. Nobody would make a 
decision based on sume political—certainly 
not me. I’ve been through World War II, 
and I’ve been trying to keep our kids 


from—you know, try to find a peaceful solu- 
tion to this. 

So, you have to raise it, but I’m offended 
that anybody would even suggest that. I 
don’t think any decent, honorable person 
would. 


Prospects of War 


Q. Are we closer to war today? I mean, 
there seems to be an escalation and turning 
up the heat in general. 

The President. 1 was asked that a minute 
ago. I don’t think so. We're still giving these 
sanctions a chance to work. We’re still 
moving forces. I’ll tell you, I am, I’d say, as 
concerned, if not increasingly concerned, 
about the lives of Americans. Take a look at 
the Embassy in Kuwait. The American 
flag’s still there, and these people are get- 
ting starved out. I mean, we still have some 
supplies there, thank heaven. But it is so 
brutal and so inhumane and so directly in 
contravention of international law that I am 
increasingly concerned about that. You saw 
some reports—I did—in the morning paper 
about testimony about the condition under 
which some of these “guests”—I mean, hos- 
tages—are being held. That worries me. 
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Anytime an American citizen is held against 
his or her will, of course, the President is 
concerned about that. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. Is there any way you can get aid to 
them short of war? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I don’t 
know. And we’re looking at every possibili- 
ty—every possibility. 

Q. Now, I understand that there was 
going to be an attempt by the Americans to 
convey the U.S. desire to resupply the Em- 
bassy. Has that happened yet? Has the 
Chargé told the Iraqis that we intend to do 
thatP 

The President. 'm not sure about that, 
but I think the loudest signal on that was 
the action taken at the United Nations. And 
that gets through to Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq]. I mean, clearly, he sees his 
continued isolation. Clearly, he feels the 
condemnation of the entire world of this 
kind of inhumane activity. But whether 
there’s been a direct contact from Mr. 
Howell [U.S. Ambassador] in our Embassy 
in Kuwait, I don’t know about it, and I’d be 
inclined to doubt that because of the inhu- 
mane way which our Embassy is isolated. 

Q. If the Iraqis refuse to allow the Embas- 
sy to be resupplied, would the U.S. then ask 
that all the Americans, including the civil- 
ians, be permitted to evacuate the Embas- 
sy? 

The President. I'd request that right now. 
Anybody should have free access to come 
or go where they want to. Absolutely. 

Q. But do you want—— 

The President. And they ought to be able 
to come home. They ought not to have to 
go be marched off as prisoners. And so, 
clearly, I'd call on them, and so is the 
United Nations. This is in keeping with the 
United Nations condemnation. 

Q. But what about the diplomats? Are 
you going to keep them there now that the 
U.N. has at least given you the right to 
resupply them? 

The President. 1 think we have to look at 
that. And the main thing is, at this juncture, 
there are priorities to be sure people have 
enough to eat and that they’re not put 
under continued duress there. 
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Q. Well, have you made your point? Is it 
necessary to have them there anymore? 

The President. There are other Ameri- 
cans there, and always your Embassy has 
kind of a consular service to try to service 
the concerns of other citizens. But as others 
are brutalized and thus sent into hiding, 
why, that function becomes a little more 
blurred. So, I just don’t know the answer to 
that. 

Q. If they blocked resupply, would that 
be the sort of provocation you’ve spoken 
about earlier? 

The President. Either it would be directly 
contravening a mandate from the United 
Nations, and we would view that very seri- 
ously, yes. 

Q. You mean, military—— 

The President. Too hypothetical. 

Q. Mr. President, there is some—— 

The President. 1 can’t go into hypothesis. 
I can understand why you want to know 
that, why the American people would want 
to, but it would not be good for me to 
signal what I might or might not do. 

Q. How much longer do the diplomats 
have before you have 

The President. 1 don’t know. There’s 
varying reports. You mean in terms of how 
long they can—— 

Q. they can hold out. 

The President. hold out against this 
inhumane treatment? I don’t know. I think 
we have varying estimates of time. We can 
talk to them. There is communication. But I 
think some of that is not yet clear to me as 
to how long—— 

Q. Mr. President, some people—— 

The President. ——what a drop-dead date 
is, a pullout date it might be. 


U.S. Diplomatic Efforts 


Q. Some past foreign policy experts who 
have been at the State Department think 
you haven’t done enough on the diplomatic 
front, like sending an emissary, a mediator 
like Jimmy Carter or someone who will— 
and also that you don’t know that in the 
Middle East they deal. 

The President. That what? 

Q. Deal. Dealmaking. 

The President. There’s no compromise. 
There is no compromise with this aggres- 
sion. And the allies are together on this. 
The Arab countries, Soviet Union, France— 


all of us are together on this. And every 
time somebody sends an emissary, that 
gives Saddam Hussein a little bit of hope 
that there might be some way that he can 
stop short of doing what he must do: get 
out of Kuwait unconditionally, free these 
people that are being held against their 
will, and have the legitimate government 
restored. So, there may be critics, but I’ve 
been very gratified at the rather over- 
whelming support we’ve had for the ap- 
proach I’m taking. 

Q. But why is [Secretary of State] Baker 
going? Is he an emissary? 

Q. What do you want the Secretary to 
do? 

The President. 1 want him to discuss all 
options with the people that are helping us 
there and with whom we are allied on the 
ground and at sea in the Persian Gulf. It is 
very important we stay in very close touch 
with our coalition partners. I do some of 
that on the telephone, but I think this 
Baker mission is very important. We'll be 
talking about all kinds of alternatives and 
doing everything we can to see that no 
stone is left unturned in determining how 
we implement the United Nations resolu- 
tions. 

Q. Will he be asking the allies for permis- 
sion to use military force? 

The President. I'd leave that to further 
discussion, where no stones will be un- 
turned. 

Q. Well, on Primakov [Soviet Presidential 
Council member]}—— 

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], I’ve got to go. 
This has been a long and exhausting press 
conference—— 

Q. Press conference? 

The President. And I had not intended to 
have it because it makes number 84. 

Q. Thanks. 


The President. Thank you. 


Note: The exchange began at 8:50 a.m. on 
the South Lawn of the White House, follow- 
ing the President’s return from a fundrais- 
ing breakfast for Representative Stan Parris 
in Alexandria, VA. 





Oct. 31 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Secretary of State Agostino Cardinal 
Casaroli of Vatican City 


October 31, 1990 


The President met with the Vatican Sec- 
retary of State Agostino Cardinal Casaroli 
for approximately 40 minutes in the Oval 
Office this morning. 

Cardinal Casaroli came to the United 
States to receive the Prisoner of Conscience 
Award from the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation in New York. Following his 
meeting with the President, the Cardinal 
went on to have a private meeting with the 
Vice President. Later this afternoon he will 
be having lunch with [United Nations] Sec- 
retary-General Perez de Cuellar in New 
York. 

During the Oval Office meeting, the 
President and the Cardinal discussed the 
situation in the Gulf. The President ex- 
pressed appreciation for the Vatican’s sup- 
port for U.N. sanctions against Iraq and reit- 
erated our position that nothing short of 
complete implementation of the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council’s resolutions is acceptable. Both 
leaders expressed the hope that a peaceful 
resolution to the current crisis could be 
found. 


Executive Order 12732—International 
Fund for Agricultural Development 


October 31, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
1 of the International Organizations Immu- 
nities Act (22 U.S.C. 288), and in order to 
facilitate participation in the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The International Fund for Ag- 
ricultural Development, which was estab- 
lished by an agreement to which the United 
States is a party and which entered into 
force on November 30, 1977, is hereby des- 
ignated as a public international organiza- 
tion entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemp- 
tions, and immunities conferred by the 
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International Organizations Immunities Act. 
This designation is not intended to abridge 
in any respect the privileges, exemptions, 
or immunities that such organization has ac- 
quired by international agreement or by 
Act of Congress. 

Sec. 2. This order shall be effective imme- 
diately. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 31, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:12 a.m., November 1, 1990] 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Breakfast in Burlington, 
Massachusetts 


November 1, 1990 


Thank you all so much for that warm 
welcome. My only hope is that when I had 
to stand you up a few weeks ago that you 
paid again to get in here—{/aughter|—be- 
cause it is absolutely essential that Bill Weld 
be elected the next Governor of this State. 

It’s great to be back here, not far from 
where I was born. Great to be back here, 
very, very close to where my beloved sister 
votes—Nan Ellis. Glad to see her again. And 
great to be near Concord. 

When John MacGovern is elected to rep- 
resent the Fifth District, it’s going to be the 
second “shot that was heard round the 
world.” John supported me way back in ’78, 
and we were reminiscing about that as we 
flew up on Air Force One today. And I do 
believe he’ll be an important new voice for 
Massachusetts, the kind of voice for change 
that Bill so articulately called for. 

I see many friends here today, people 
that helped me a lot: Dave Locke and, of 
course, Ray Shamie and Steve Pierce, who’s 
in there fighting for our ticket, Andy Card, 
who’s doing such a great job in the White 
House now, Ron Kaufman, your national 
committeeman. I’m delighted to be with all 
of them. And Gussy Hornblower, I’m glad 
to see you, our national committeewoman. 

The first thing I want to do is give my 
congratulations to the terrific team that is 
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going to bring change and a clean house to 
Massachusetts on Tuesday. It’s headed by a 
man of total integrity and vision. He wants 
a State without corruption. Bill Weld will 
turn Massachusetts into a place where 
strength means strength of character, not 
strength of old-boy connections. Another 
leader for the nineties is my friend of long- 
standing. We go back a long, long time in 
the political wars. I’m talking about Paul 
Cellucci. I am grateful for his loyalty, his 
dedication, and his ability. And along with 
Bill and Paul, we’ve got Joe Malone, candi- 
date for State treasurer. He knows what’s 
needed to pull the economy out of tough 
times, though I myself had an idea for a 
creative solution to your budget mess: Just 
start paying the judges by the hour. 
[Laughter] And of course, Paul McCarthy 
for secretary of state and Doug Murray for 
auditor, Bill Sawyer for the AG. It’s a won- 
derful team—clean, strong, able. 

A few years ago, a Democrat teenager 
had a summer job working here for the 
city. When he tried to give back the leftov- 
er project money, he was told, No, spend it 
all, or else we won’t get any added on next 
year. It was at that moment that our next 
Senator, Jim Rappaport, decided he’d have 
nothing more to do with the tax-and-spend 
politics of the State Democrats. He became 
a Republican. We’re glad he did. And be- 
lieve me, you look at that Senate, and you 
can understand why I need him in Wash- 
ington, DC. Good luck, Jim. 

You heard Bill mention this. There is no 
higher domestic priority for the Republican 
agenda than America’s economy. The econ- 
omy—we’ve got to get it going, because the 
economy is the job-creating engine that 
every family of this country counts on. 

If events that he talked about in Eastern 
Europe and around the world have remind- 
ed us of anything, it’s that free markets and 
enterprise are good for people. And Amer- 
ica still does it better than anybody else. 
Still, in recent months, we’ve seen some 
uncertainty and concern about slower eco- 
nomic growth in this country. That’s one 
reason for me getting a budget agreement 
was critical and why I was willing to go the 
extra mile to get it. 

The negotiations, as we all know, were 
difficult, and they were tough, but we final- 
ly reached an agreement with the Demo- 


cratic majority that controls the Congress. 
There were clear differences between the 
two parties in our approach to solving this 
spiraling deficit problem facing our country. 
They simply wanted to raise taxes, includ- 
ing income tax rates. I wanted to reduce 
the deficit with spending cuts in accord 
with the budget that I sent up to Congress 
and couldn’t get passed. What we got then 
was a compromise, and like all compro- 
mises, there was some good with the bad. 

We got about $500 billion—I think the 
figure is $492 billion—in real deficit reduc- 
tion over a 5-year period, close to half a 
trillion dollars. We got $350 billion in 
spending cuts out of that—the largest cut in 
history. We got incentives to try to stimu- 
late economic growth. And we put Con- 
gress on the pay-as-you-go plan. The en- 
forcement—one of the key things about this 
that is good—the enforcement provisions of 
this budget agreement: They are real, they 
are strong, and no longer can these Wash- 
ington programs that are inflicted on the 
States be funded with red ink. And if they 
try to raise spending one dime, they’ve got 
to cut other excess spending or find the 
money for it right there and then. The en- 
forcement provisions are good, and I’m 
going to see they stay that way. 

Finally, we did hold the line against reck- 
less cuts of our Armed Forces. I’m deter- 
mined to ensure that this nation’s defense 
remains strong. We owe that much to our 
men and women in the Persian Gulf. 

But getting our fiscal policy on track is 
just part of what we’ve accomplished, as 
what Bill and Paul and Jim called the party 
of change. Well over a year ago, I chal- 
lenged the Congress and people to work 
with me to break the stalemate that has 
hindered our progress on clean air for the 
past decade. We put our best minds to work 
on both sides of the aisle, both ends of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, to turn technology 
and the power of the marketplace to the 
advantage of the environment; to create; to 
innovate; to tip the scales in favor of recov- 
ery, restoration, and renewal. 

A year ago, I said, “Every American ex- 
pects and deserves to breathe clean air. 
And as President, it is my mission to guar- 
antee it for this generation and for genera- 
tions to come.” Today, thanks to the inno- 
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vation and cooperation of industry, govern- 
ment, environmental experts, I can say that 
I now have a clean air bill that I can sign. 

And the legislation will remove 10 million 
tons of emissions that cause acid rain from 
the air. It will bring the Nation’s 100 most 
smog-laden cities safe, healthy air. And it 
encourages the use of alternative fuels that 
are safer for our environment and make us 
far less dependent on foreign oil. This bill is 
good for us; it’s good for our kids; and it’s 
good for Canada, our neighbor to the north, 
and Mexico, our neighbor to the south. And 
it sends a signal of commitment and leader- 
ship to the rest of the world. 

The fulfillment of this commitment has 
broken a 13-year legislative logjam; but 
most important, it’s going to make every 
man, woman, and child breathe a little 
easier. Because Republicans care about 


change, and we've got a clean air bill. 
We’ve got it because we were the ones that 
wanted to effect change. And I think that is 
something to celebrate. 

But of course, there’s still work to be 
done on our national agenda that coincides 
very closely to Jim Rappaport’s agenda and 


Bill Weld, Paul Cellucci’s agenda. See, I 
think that our country is fed up with crime. 
And the Republicans know handcuffs 
belong not on the cops and the courts, they 
belong on the criminals. 

Shortly after taking office, I stood before 
the Capitol, and I called on Congress to 
pass new, tough laws to help America take 
back the streets. Instead, in the final hours 
of the Congress, as we were moving toward 
tougher crime legislation, Democratic liber- 
als choked and completely gutted our pack- 
age to fight back against violent crime. 

Republicans fought for the habeas corpus 
reforms, aimed at stopping convicted crimi- 
nals from endlessly abusing the appeals 
process. Republicans fought for reforms of 
the exclusionary rule, a judge-made law 
that lets the guilty go free. And Republicans 
fought for a real Federal death penalty for 
drug kingpins and terrorists. And the liberal 
Democrats blocked these provisions, 
blocked the will of the American people. 
We need to be tough on crimes and crimi- 
nals. We want change. Give me more Re- 
publicans, and we’ll get the kind of change 
that the Nation deserves. 
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Republicans want to build a better Amer- 
ica, and it’s not just Washington. To do it, 
we need more Republicans. We need a 
Governor like Bill Weld in the statehouse. 
And of course, we need more Members of 
the United States Senate that think as we 
do on matters of crime and the environ- 
ment. And again, I repeat my plea for Jim 
Rappaport. He'll be outstanding. 

Now, I know there’s an awful lot of inter- 
est in what’s happening halfway around the 
world. And I also know that we’re standing 
here at an event that is strong on partisan 
politics. It’s the way the American system 
ought to be; it’s the way it is. And as I was 
flying in over—making our approach, 
coming into the field out here at Hanscom, 
I couldn’t help but be struck by not only 
the beauty of New England but by the im- 
portance of what we’re all engaged in: par- 
ticipation in the American political process. 
I’m not a cynic. I believe in it. I look at 
these candidates; and I think we are fortu- 
nate to have such outstanding, dedicated, 
qualified individuals running for statewide 
office and congressional office in this 
State—feel strongly about it. 

So, I have no apologies, only pride in 
being at a partisan political event. But for 
the minute now, I want to ask you to just 
set partisan politics aside, because I know 
that everyone in this country is vitally inter- 
ested in the situation in the Middle East. So, 
let me just, in a few minutes, bring you up 
to date. You see, I believe that Senator 
Arthur Vandenberg was right when he said: 
“Politics ends at the water’s edge.” We got 
away from that in the turmoil of Vietnam 
and, to some degree, even in Korea, but 
mainly out of the Vietnam experience. And 
I should say right here before commenting 
that I am grateful to the leaders and other 
Members of Congress, Democrat and Re- 
publican, for their strong bipartisan sup- 
port. 

On August 2d, Iraq invaded Kuwait. They 
literally raped, pillaged, and plundered this 
once-peaceful land, this nation that is a 
member of the Arab League, a member of 
the United Nations. Iraq began then to bru- 
tally and systematically dismantle Kuwait. 
There is an historical analogy here between 
what’s happened to Kuwait and what hap- 
pened to Poland when the world stood still, 
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sat on the sidelines, including our country. 
They began to systematically dismantle it 
by shipping its medical equipment, its ma- 
chines, its records, its assets back to Bagh- 
dad—brutal, systematic dismantling. 

They’ve tried to silence Kuwaiti dissent 
and courage with an old way of doing 
that—I’m talking about the firing squads. In 
one incident, a 15-year-old boy gunned 
down, his family forced to watch. His crime: 
passing out leaflets. 

The United States and the rest of the 
world, united in anger and outrage, deter- 
mined to force Saddam Hussein [President 
of Iraq] out of Kuwait. On August 5th, he 
announced that he was pulling his forces 
out of Kuwait. At that very moment, he 
sent his armor and his troops south to mass 
along the Saudi Arabian border, threatening 
yet another member of the United Nations, 
another member of the Arab League. 

Subsequently, the United Nations Securi- 
ty Council passed 10 resolutions of condem- 
nation and disapproval. On August 5th, I 
said that Saddam Hussein’s aggression will 
not stand. Today I am more determined 
than ever. This aggression will not stand. 

This morning, right now, over 300 inno- 
cent Americans, civilians, are held against 
their will in Iraq, denied the freedoms 
granted all under international law. Many 
of them reportedly staked out as human 
shields near possible military targets, some- 
thing that even Adolf Hitler didn’t do. 
Many more Americans are in hiding in 
Kuwait, hidden by courageous Kuwaitis, 
their lives at stake. A number imprisoned in 
an Embassy of the United States right there 
in Kuwait City. They are cut off from food 
and other supplies. They are surrounded by 
Iraqi troops. Our flag does still fly, but the 
rights of these American citizens are, at this 
very moment, being denied by Iraq’s brutal 
dictator. 

So, let me be clear: We have no argu- 
ment with the Iraqi people, none at all. We 
bear no hostility to the Iraqi people, nor do 
any of the other 25 countries represented 
on land and sea, standing with us shoulder 
to shoulder in the Gulf. Our problem is 
with Saddam Hussein alone. 

I want desperately to have a peaceful res- 
olution to this crisis. Indeed, we’ve worked 
closely with the United Nations in putting 
sanctions into effect, in passing resolutions, 


in speaking with one voice against the in- 
vader’s aggression. We are giving the sanc- 
tions the time to work. And I hope that 
there will never be a shot fired in anger. 
But let me be very, very clear: There will 
be no compromise on the stated objectives 
of the United Nations Security Council reso- 
lutions, none at all. 

The brutality against innocent civilians 
will not be tolerated and will not stand. 
Saddam’s clear violations of international 
law will not stand. And that means, yes, his 
brutal aggression will not stand. No one 
wants a peaceful end to this crisis more 
than I do. But no one is more determined 
to see this aggression turned back than I 
am. And I will not change on that funda- 
mental point of morality. 

As to our own kids, our own forces in the 
Gulf, they are the best. They’re the best 
young men and women ever to serve in our 
Armed Forces. They’re all volunteers. 
They’re all volunteers. They’re all well- 
trained. They are all highly motivated. 
They are your sons and daughters; they’re 
your neighbors’ kids. They’re the finest, and 
we owe them an enormous vote of thanks. 

You know, these men and women don’t 
take democracy for granted. Thousands 
upon thousands of them are going to be 
sending in absentee ballots from the Saudi 
desert or upon the seas of the Gulf of Oman 
and near the Straits of Hormuz. And if they 
can find the time to vote under such chal- 
lenging conditions, so can every single 
American here at home. We have an obliga- 
tion to show these extraordinary GI’s that 
we don’t take democracy for granted 
either. So, let’s make them as proud of us as 
we are of them. 

Now, shifting the gears back 180, I was 
here to support an outstanding ticket for 
the statewide offices and congressional of- 
fices in the State of Massachusetts. You can 
be a part of significant change if you'll elect 
Bill Weld the next Governor and elect Jim 
Rappaport the next Senator. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:41 a.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Burlington Mar- 
riott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
David Locke, minority leader of the State 
senate; Ray Shamie, chairman of the State 
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Republican Party; Steve Pierce, minority 
leader of the State house of representatives 
and chairman of the Bill Weld campaign; 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy to the Chief of Staff; and 
Paul Cellucci, candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor. 


Remarks at a Republican Campaign 
Rally in Mashpee, Massachusetts 


November 1, 1990 


Thank all of you for this warm welcome. 
I'd like to single out all the kids here today 
from Mashpee Middle School—music to my 
ears. You were just great! 

And now I have the pleasure, if I haven’t 
fouled this thing up, to ask the Falmouth 
High School Band to play the national 
anthem for us. I think it’s most appropriate 
on a day like this. And if—are you guys 
geared up? Let’s fire it up. 


[At this point, the band played the national 


anthem. 


Great. Thank you so very much, all of 
you. 

Let me say how great it is to be back on 
the Cape, to breathe the deep magic of this 
place. You know, Henry David Thoreau, 
Massachusetts native son, once said about 
the Cape: “A man may stand here and put 
all America behind him.” Way back in 
1943, in the fall, just about this time in 
1943, I spent some time at the Cape, sta- 
tioned at the naval air station, then at 
Hyannis. I’ve never forgotten the joy and 
the wonder of the Cape. It’s great to be 
back, and it’s great to be back with these 
winners. 

Let me first say hello to a friend and a 
candidate I want to see added to the Re- 
publican ranks down on Capitol Hill. I’m 
talking about John Bryan—whoops, here he 
is. He made it. John Bryan, the right man 
for the Cape in the 10th District. Good luck 
to you. 

And of course, I want to mention two 
that are helping me so much in the White 
House, two of Massachusetts sons: Andy 
Card, one of our top staff people there, and 
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Ron Kaufman, the national committeeman 
for the State. 

And now to the team that’s ready to run 
things for the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts: your next Senator, Jim Rappaport. We 
need him in Washington. Another man I’ve 
known for years, a Republican of fine stand- 
ing, a leader—I’m talking about Joe Malone, 
the next State treasurer. 

One of my earliest supporters in poli- 
tics—and some of you all on the Cape 
might remember this—is the next Lieuten- 
ant Governor of this State, Paul Cellucci, 
who is with us today. And then, of course, 
the man of the hour, the man we’re count- 
ing on to turn this State around, Bill Weld, 
the next Governor. I am for him 100 per- 
cent. 

You know, this area, I’m told—doing a 
little homework for this visit—I’m told that 
Mashpee has a long independent streak, as 
long as the winters are out here on the 
Cape. Here in Mashpee, you know better 
than most that the time has come for a 
change. If there’s ever been a State in the 
Union that has been a playground for one- 
party politics, it’s Massachusetts. The Demo- 
crats are the ones that have every statewide 
office, and they are the ones that hold all 
but one of the congressional seats, and they 
are the ones holding 8 of 10 seats in the 
statehouse in the senate. And the Massachu- 
setts taxpayers—they’re the ones holding 
the bag. We are going to change that by 
the election of this outstanding team. 

I like the way they are campaigning for 
change, because I believe that one of the 
most important things that we can do to- 
gether is to get more Republicans elected 
at every level. Because this party is the 
party with an agenda; the party of change, 
not the status quo; and the party of new 
ideas with a finger on the pulse of this 
nation. 

There is no higher domestic Republican 
agenda item than this nation’s economy, be- 
cause America’s economy is the job-creating 
engine that every family in the country 
counts on. 

You know, in the events in Eastern 
Europe—and I’m sure some of you kids 
have been reading about these in schools— 
and around the world—other changes—if 
they’ve reminded us of anything, it is that 
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free markets and free enterprise are good 
for people. And America still does it better 
than anybody else. Still, in recent months, 
we’ve seen some uncertainty and some con- 
cern about slower economic growth. And 
that’s one reason that getting a budget 
agreement was crucial, why I was willing to 
go the extra mile. 

I couldn’t agree more with Jim; there’s an 
awful lot of it I don’t like. The negotiations 
were difficult; they were tough. But we fi- 
nally reached an agreement with the 
Democratic majority that controls both 
Houses of the Congress. And there were 
clear differences between the parties. They 
wanted to raise taxes, including income tax 
rates. I wanted to reduce the deficit in the 
way my budget called for: reduce it with 
spending cuts, not by raising taxes on the 
working man and woman of this country. 

We did get a $492 billion, 5-year reduc- 
tion program, about a half a trillion dollars. 
And $350 billion of that was in spending 
cuts—the largest cut in history. And then— 
this is critical—we did manage, through a 
lot of hard work by the Republican leaders, 
to get Congress on a pay-as-you-go plan, the 
enforcement provision. I’m sure there’s a 
lot of skepticism anytime that Congress 
takes action. But the enforcement provi- 
sions of this agreement are real, they are 
strong, and no longer will these programs 
be funded with red ink, mortgaging the 
future of the young people here in Mashpee 
today. 

And as we landed at Otis, I thought of 
another thing. We did hold the line against 
the reckless cuts of our Armed Forces. De- 
fense spending went down; but I can certify 
to the American people, I think, given the 
changes in the world, I believe we do have 
proper levels now to sustain United States 
interests around the world. And I am deter- 
mined to ensure that this nation’s defense 
remains strong and prepared. And certainly 
we owe that much to our men and women 
now serving with pride in the Persian Gulf. 

And there were some other things in 
there that were good. You know, we’re the 
party that knows nothing is more precious 
than the well-being of our children. So, 
that’s why we called for a child-care bill, 
one that would put the choice in the hands 
of the parents, in the hands of the Ameri- 
can family, empowering parents. 


Some in Congress tried to build a bigger 
day-care bureaucracy at double the cost of 
our bill. Then the House outdid the 
Senate—Democratic-controlled House—by 
tripling our request. But we turned the clas- 
sic, budget-busting bidding war around and 
gave choice back to the families. And we’ve 
got a child-care bill that puts dollars in the 
pockets of low- and middle-income parents, 
because we know Americans don’t. want 
government-sponsored day-care centers to 
warehouse our kids, designed and managed 
by bureaucrats miles away. Keep the child 
care close to the family. Because—as Bill 
said and Jim said—because Republicans 
care about change, American parents will 
now have increased choice in child care. 

There’s still more work to be done, lots 
more on our agenda, the agenda I outlined 
for you several years ago when I was here. 
American education has got to be second to 
none. This party understands that our abili- 
ty to compete demands that our kids’ edu- 
cation is nothing less than the very best. 
That’s why we sent Congress the Education 
Excellence Act: for fundamental education 
reform; to reward achievement; to encour- 
age accountability; and to give parents 
more say, more choice in their kids’ educa- 
tion. 

Where some called for a bigger bureauc- 
racy, we called for flexibility. Where the 
liberal Democrats said throw more money 
at the status quo—we spend more per 
capita than almost any country in the world 
on education—we call for reform, finding a 
way to do it better. We need excellence in 
education. This party is committed to fun- 
damental change in American education. I 
know that Jim Rappaport in the Senate and 
Bill Weld right here in the statehouse in 
Massachusetts agree with me: Reform and 
change is what is needed to make education 
better for these kids. 

So, we are at a turning point. There are 
so many other issues that we are making 
some progress on. I'll be signing a clean air 
bill in a few days. We would never have 
done it if we hadn’t had Republicans fight- 
ing for that legislation. 

We'll be signing—I think there will be 
some kind of crime legislation. But the kind 
of crime legislation that I want, the one 
that defends the police officers and a little 
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tougher on the criminals, never got any- 
where because of the liberals in the United 
States Congress. If we had more people like 
Jim down there, we would get good, sound 
anticrime legislation that would make the 
streets safe in this country. 


So, there’s an unfulfilled agenda, and I 
want to fulfill it promptly by getting more 
Republicans in Washington and by having 
more Republicans in the statehouses across 
this country. And in this ticket and in this 
candidate for the Senate, we have an out- 
standing chance for reform and for change. 
Elect Bill Weld, his team; and elect Jim 
Rappaport to the Senate. That’s what you 
can do to participate in this change. 


Now, let me just make a few comments 
on the Middle East. As I mentioned earlier 
at a reception outside of Boston, we are at a 
partisan political event. But I want to ask 
you now to shift gears. Just for a moment, 
let me speak to you as President of the 
United States for all and as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces. And I want to 
ask you to put politics aside, because I know 
that everyone is vitally interested in the 
situation in the Middle East. 


I believe, as Arthur Vandenberg did long 
ago—Senator Vandenberg—who said that 
politics ends at the water’s edge. That’s a 
noble sentiment. It’s strong. It makes sense 
today. We crept away from that because of 
the agony of Vietnam. Now we are united. 


First, I am very grateful to the Demo- 
crats and the Republicans, the leaders and 
the Members of Congress, for their strong 
support for what I felt I must do—biparti- 
san support, bipartisanship at its best. 


On August 2d, Iraq invaded Kuwait. They 
literally—literally, not figuratively—literally 
raped, pillaged, and plundered this once- 
peaceful land, this nation that is a member 
of the Arab League and a member of the 
United Nations. Iraq began to brutally and 
systematically dismantle Kuwait—shipping 
its medical equipment, its machines, its 
records, its assets all back to Baghdad; 
taking machines out of the factories and 
machinery out of the hospitals, sending it 
back to Baghdad. 


They’ve tried to silence Kuwaiti dissent 
and courage with firing squads, much as 
Hitler did when he invaded Poland. They 
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have committed outrageous acts of barba- 
rism. In one hospital, they pulled 22 prema- 
ture babies from their incubators, sent the 
machines back to Baghdad, and all those 
little ones died. 

The United States and the rest of the 
world, united in anger and outrage, deter- 
mined to force Saddam Hussein [President 
of Iraq] out of Kuwait. On August 5th, 
Saddam Hussein announced that he was 
pulling his forces out of Kuwait. And at the 
very moment, there was a picture of a 
truck with some lonely Iraqi soldier smiling 
and waving as the truck went north. 
Saddam Hussein’s armor went south to the 
Saudi Arabia border, threatening yet an- 
other member of the United Nations, an- 
other member of the Arab League. 


Subsequently, the United Nations Securi- 
ty Council passed 10 resolutions of condem- 
nation and disapproval. And on August 5th, 
I said that Saddam Hussein’s aggression will 
not stand. And today I am more deter- 
mined than ever in my life: This aggression 
will not and must not stand. 


This morning, this very morning, over 
300 Americans, innocent civilians, are held 
against their will in Iraq. Saddam Hussein 
calls them guests. They are held in direct 
contravention of international law, many of 
them reportedly staked out as human 
shields near possible military targets. Brutal- 
ity that—I don’t believe Adolf Hitler ever 
participated in anything of that nature. 


Many more Americans are in hiding in 
Kuwait, their lives at stake. A number im- 
prisoned in the United States Embassy in 
Kuwait City, the Embassy surrounded by 
Iraq forces. They’re cut off from food. They 
are cut off from other supplies. They’re sur- 
rounded. And our flag still flies, but the 
rights of these American citizens at this 
very moment are being denied by Iraq’s 
brutal dictator. 


So, let me be very clear with you: We 
have no argument with the people of Iraq. 
We bear no hostility to the people of Iraq, 
nor do any of the other 25 countries repre- 
sented on land and sea in the Gulf area 
bear hostility to the people of Iraq. Our 
problem is with Saddam Hussein alone. 


And I want desperately to have a peace- 
ful resolution to this crisis. Indeed, we have 
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worked and gone the extra mile, working 
with the United Nations and putting sanc- 
tions into effect, in passing resolutions, in 
speaking with one voice against the invad- 
er’s aggression. And we are giving sanctions 
time to work. I hope there will never be a 
shot fired in anger. But I owe it to you, the 
American people, to make this clear, very 
clear: There will be no compromise on the 
stated objectives of the United Nations Se- 
curity Council resolutions, none at all. 

The brutality against innocent civilians 
will not be tolerated and will not stand. 
Saddam’s clear violation of international law 
will not stand. And that means, yes, Saddam 
Hussein’s brutal aggression of Kuwait will 
not stand And that is the message from the 
United States to the dictator in Iraq. No one 
wants a peaceful solution to this crisis more 
than I do. And no one is more determined 
to see this aggression turned back—more 
determined than I am. 

You know, as our own force is deployed 
in the Gulf, I think I should tell you, as to 
them, that they are the best young men 
and women ever to serve in our Armed 
Forces. They are volunteers. They are well- 
trained. They are highly motivated. They 
are your sons and daughters and your 
neighbors’ kids. And they are the finest, and 
we owe them a vote of thanks. 


Well, I tell you, these men and women 
don’t take democracy for granted. And 
thousands upon thousands of them will be 
sending in their ballots from the Saudi 
desert. And if they can find the time to 
vote under such challenging conditions, so 
can every single American here at home. 
We have an obligation to show these ex- 
traordinary GI’s that we don’t take democ- 
racy for granted, either. Let’s make them as 
proud of us as we are of them. Go to the 
polls and vote. Do it on Tuesday, and vote 
for our outstanding ticket. 


Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in 
the gymnasium of the Mashpee Middle 
School. In his remarks, he referred to 
Andrew H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Deputy to the Chief of Staff. 


The President’s News Conference in 
Orlando, Florida 


November 1, 1990 


Persian Gulf Crisis 


The President. Good afternoon. Let me 
just make a brief statement, and then I'll be 
glad to respond to questions. 

I want to begin today by simply restating 
for the American people some of the key 
points about our efforts to turn back aggres- 
sion in the Persian Gulf. I believe that it is 
essential that the American people fully un- 
derstand the objectives of the United States 
and the United Nations as well as the mag- 
nitude of the outrage perpetrated by the 
government of Iraq. 

The United States and the rest of the 
world are united in the condemnation of 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. We have no quar- 
rel with the Iraqi people. Our problem is 
with Iragqi’s dictator, Saddam Hussein. 

I want a peaceful resolution to this crisis. 
We're giving the United Nations sanctions 
imposed on Iraq time to work. But let me 
be very clear: There will be no compromise 
on the stated objectives of the United Na- 
tions Security Council resolutions. 

Iraq’s brutality against innocent civilians 
will not be permitted to stand. And Saddam 
Hussein’s violations of international law will 
not stand. His aggression against Kuwait 
will not stand. 

And now Id be glad to take questions. I 
think, Tom, you have the first one. 


Prospects of War 


Q. Yes, Mr. President, you raised the— 
[inaudible|—has been aimed, at least in 
part, in preparing the American people for 
the possibility of war. Is that true, and do 
you think the American people are ready? 

The President. Well, Tom [Tom Raum, 
Associated Press], I want to have a peaceful 
resolution to this question, and our dealing 
through the United Nations and working 
with them for common objectives, I think, 
is evidence of that. I’ve indicated we’re pre- 
pared to give sanctions time to work, and 
I'll repeat that here again today. But I am 
not ruling out further options, and I am not 
trying to prepare our country for war. 

We have had a little bit of a hiatus be- 
cause of the attention on the budget and 
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other matters from keeping in focus our 
objectives in Iraq. There’s been a little less 
attention to it in some quarters. And I want 
to—in a sense, Tom, it’s a little bit awkward 
because here we are, just a few days before 
an election, and I want to continue to work 
for Republican candidates. But I must con- 
tinue to keep our objectives regarding Iraq 
in focus. And so, what I try to do is separate 
out the foreign affairs, the Iraq question, 
from domestic politics. 

But it is essential that I do the latter, but 
in doing that, I am not trying to sound the 
tocsin of war. But I am trying to point out 
the concerns that I feel, for example, on the 
hostage question. And I'll continue to do 
that. 

Q. Do you think the American people are 
ready for it—ready for war? 

The President. Well, | think the American 
people feel as I do: that they much prefer 
to have a peaceful resolution to this ques- 
tion. But who can tell what would happen 
in a situation of this nature? There’s a lot of 
unforeseen things that can take place. And 
I think I would have to go to the American 
people with my recommendations if it re- 


garded the safety or defense of our key in- 
terests. 


President’s Public Statements on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 

Q. Mr. President, today you said that 
Saddam Hussein was even more brutal than 
Adolf Hitler. Talking about starving out the 
Americans in the Embassy in Kuwait City, 
is there a chance that you might be exag- 
gerating a bit for effect? And coming just 1 
week before the elections—I know you said 
you can keep these separate, but you're 
making these statements on the bandstand 
with political flags behind you. If you really 
wanted to keep these separate, why don’t 
you just address the Nation in some other 
forum? 

The President. Well, I'm addressing it in 
another forum now, and this is in a nation- 
ally covered press conference, I’m sure. I 
don’t think I’m overstating it. I know I’m 
not overstating the feelings I have about it. 
The reports coming out of Iraq just today 
cause even further concern—these reports 
of the way our innocent civilians are being 
treated. I think the American people are as 
outraged as I am about the treatment of the 
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people in our Embassy, for example. And I 
think it’s important that they know my con- 
cerns on this subject. 

So, I don’t—the last question that you 
raised does concern me some, but it is very 
important that I keep pointing out the ob- 
jectives and where I think Iraq stands. All 
the people we’re addressing are extraordi- 
narily interested in that, and I go to great 
ends to make sure that I give proper credit 
to the Democrats and the Republicans in 
Congress—make clear that this is not a par- 
tisan effort that we’re involved in here. I’ve 
been very gratified for the enormous sup- 
port from both Houses of Congress and 
from the American people. 

But as we continue to move forces and as 
we see the various events taking place over 
there, I think it is important that the Presi- 
dent continue to spell out for the American 
people not only our objectives but telling 
them how I feel about the various events. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, are you considering 
now a reprovisioning mission of some sort? 

The President. Well, I'm hopeful still that 
the United Nations resolutions that call for 
reprovisioning will be followed. And I'd 
rather leave it there. But I am very con- 
cerned about the people in that Embassy. 
It’s cut off from food. They have enough 
right now, but the whole ploy of Saddam 
Hussein is to starve them out. And I think 
that is unconscionable. And I think the 
world needs to know how strongly those of 
us in the United States responsible for this 
policy feel about it. 


President’s Public Statements on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, apart from the distrac- 
tion that may have been caused by the 
budget battle, what other factors have 
caused you to approach this task of read- 
dressing this issue with such urgency? 

The President. The sand is running 
through the glass. We’ve got these econom- 
ic sanctions in play. And I think there’s an 
urgency on the part of people to under- 
stand—desire on their part, rather, to un- 
derstand whether the sanctions are work- 
ing. We continue to move force. And I 
think it’s important that the American 
people know why I’m continuing to do this. 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Nov. 1 


So, I think it’s just rather that there was a 
period where I didn’t do as much of it, but 
now I’m going to keep on, now and on past 
the election as well. 

Q. Mr. President, I know you say that 
you're not trying to prepare the American 
people for war, but could not your message 
of today and this week be summed up as 
that you are seeking a peaceful resolution if 
possible, but a military one, if not? 

The President. 1 think that I’ve made 
those statements before. I think I’ve been 
rather consistent in pointing out that I 
would not rule anything out. If you go back 
and look at the things I’ve said, I believe 
I’ve been on the record before with that 
kind of comment, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News] 


U.S. Hostages in Kuwait and Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, Saddam Hussein today 
invited American families to come visit the 
hostages over the next holiday. A two part 
question, sir, is: Would you welcome some 
visits by Americans? And what do you make 
of that kind offer in general? 

The President. | think it’s a—well, let me 
start, I think that those people should come 
home to visit with their families. I think 
they should be released from captivity. This 
canard of calling people that are held hos- 
tage—calling them guests when they’re hos- 
tages is turning off the whole world. And 
further, the reports that are coming out 
from some of these French hostages coming 
home, of their understanding of the way 
the Americans are being treated, is just ter- 
rible. And the whole concept of staking out 
people next to what might become military 
targets is also unconscionable. So, I see it as 
a ploy, but I don’t think he’ll win the hu- 
manitarian of the year award for that. I 
think that people see it as a rather brutal 
toying with the emotions of families, frank- 
ly. 

Q. If I may, sir: Would you blame Ameri- 
cans if they took him up on the offer? 

The President. We have a notice out that 
we are discouraging Americans from going 
there, and that would hold. 


President’s Public Statements on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve said on one oc- 
casion that your patience is running out, 


that you’ve had it. You’re telling us on this 
occasion that you’re willing to wait and see 
the sanctions work. We’ve seen your senior 
staff out today trying to say that there’s 
consistency in your message, but yet there 
seems to be a variance there. Are you 
having trouble getting your message across? 

The President. No. And I don’t think 
there’s any inconsistency. And if you'd 
like—I don’t want to take up your time, but 
thinking I might get a question of this 
nature, I wrote down the various things 
that I’ve said on this subject for some time. 
And they are quite consistent. One time 
you might have a little more emphasis on 
one point—like yesterday—on the outrage I 
feel about the hostages. In another, you 
might have a littlke more emphasis on 
having the sanctions work. But I think we 
have been ‘extraordinarily consistent. 

And I think the key point on this, regard- 
ing substance, is that our allies understand 
this. They know exactly where the United 
States stands in terms of our determination 
to see the United Nations sanctions fulfilled. 
So, I’m not worried about it. There was one 
story today that was just clearly wrong in 
that regard. But I think we’ve had a rather 
consistent approach to this, very consistent. 
And so, I don’t worry about that. And the 
key point would be if our allies thought 
that, and they don’t, or Saddam Hussein 
thought that, and he doesn’t; he can’t. 


Alliance Against Iraq 


Q. If I could follow up: Are you con- 
cerned about an erosion within your alli- 
ance, the fact that Saddam Hussein may be 
successful in prying some people apart from 
your position? 

The President. | know he’s going to con- 
tinue to try that, Charles [Charles Bier- 
bauer, Cable News Network]. He’s doing it 
every way he can. He did it first—an inter- 
esting point—his people contacted a parlia- 
mentarian in Canada roughly the same day 
they contacted the Foreign Minister of Ger- 
many [Hans-Dietrich Genscher], roughly 
the time they contacted a member of Par- 
liament in the United Kingdom. And the 
whole concept was: You come; we'll parcel 
out some hostages. Trying to divide and 
show a humanitarian side of some sort. He 
continues to through the Primakov [Soviet 
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Presidential Council member] visit. I think 
his concept there was to try to find some 
division, and I don’t think that division 
exists. 

But it does concern me that he not be 
successful. And that’s why I think it is im- 
portant that the United States continue to 
reiterate our conviction on seeing that 
there can be no compromise with this ag- 
gression and that these United Nations reso- 
lutions must be fulfilled in the entirety. 


Resolution to the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, in the beginning of this 
crisis you held out little hope for a diplo- 
matic solution. Today—— 

The President. You say a little hope, or 
little hope? 

Q. Little hope for a diplomatic solution. 
Today you talk about hoping that there’s a 
peaceful resolution. I’m just wondering are 
we any closer to possibly having a diplomat- 
ic solution? 

The President. | don’t see that. I don’t see 
that we are. I’ve said from the very begin- 
ning I hope that the sanctions would have 
an effect that would cause him to comply 
with the resolutions. I think they’re having 
an effect, but our problem is, and the prob- 
lem of our allies around the world is, we 
can’t certify for the world how disastrous or 
strong an effect these sanctions are having. 
But from the very beginning, I’ve been 
saying I would hope that the sanctions 
would be effective. And we'll give them 
time. Again, my problem is, and the prob- 
lem of those with whom I consult very 
closely is, we can’t say how much is enough 
in terms of the sanctions or how much time 
it would take. 

Q. Well, sir, then, if you’re not expecting 
a diplomatic solution, but you’re hoping for 
a peaceful resolution, does that mean you 
expect Saddam to just give up? 

The President. That's what I'd like to see, 
yes. That’s what the United Nations calls 
for. It calls for him to withdraw. It calls for 
the restoration of the rulers. And so, that’s 
exactly what he ought to do. And I think if 
we hold firm—and we are holding firm in 
this coalition with some 25 countries in the 
Gulf or on the sea there, plus the solidarity 
that the United Nations has demonstrated— 
the hope is eventually he might do that. 
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But we can’t guarantee to the American 
people how long will it take. 

Q. Sir, your wife is campaigning in 
Omaha today, and perhaps you’ve seen re- 
ports about that. She was asked if you 
would consider meeting face to face with 
Saddam Hussein. And she replied, “I think 
he would consider anything to get the Ku- 
waitis back in their country and our men 
out.” That is being interpreted as you 
would consider a one-on-one meeting with 
Saddam. Would you? 

The President. 1 would consider it if there 
was an agreement that he would totally 
withdraw and comply fully, with no condi- 
tions to the United Nations sanctions. I 
mean, I think anybody would do that. But 
that would mean that he has to do exactly 
what I’ve been saying here, with no condi- 
tion, no negotiation—just leave. But I don’t 
think at that juncture that it would be 
much of—pleasant meeting. But I never— 
that’s something I guess Barbara was asked 
on her own. I’ve not discussed it with her 
or anybody else. But that’s the only way 
that it would be productive for me to have 
a meeting, it seems to me, because there is 
no flexibility on our position. There is no 
compromise. There is no conditionality. My 
position—and I think it strongly represents 
the coalition partners’ position—is he must 
comply. And so, I don’t think a meeting 
short of just acceptance of those terms 
would be in the national interest or in the 
interest of the coalition. 


U.S. Hostages in Kuwait and Iraq 


Q. If I could just ask about some of the 
cynicism and skepticism about—{inaudi- 
ble|—about the public speaking out on Iraq. 
It’s not just because of the elections next 
week. It’s also because of—the signals we 
were getting were that the Embassy in 
Kuwait had plenty of food and water for 
the time being; the American Ambassador’s 
wife said Tuesday morning on one of the 
morning television programs they were 
growing vegetables there, they had a well 
there. All seemed to be going well. All of a 
sudden, within the next 24 hours, you're 
talking about Saddam starving these people 
out. What caused this change? 

The President. 1 don’t think it is a change. 
I’ve been increasingly concerned about it. 
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I’m delighted to know about the vegetables; 
that’s the first time I’ve heard of that. And 
I’ve known that they’ve had enough tuna 
fish for sometime. There was earlier esti- 
mates that the Embassy would have to be 
closed before now, and they’ve stretched 
the timeframe there. 

But it’s that plus the reports coming out 
of Iraq that make me feel I must keep this 
in focus for the American people. They 
must know how strongly I feel about an 
American Embassy, the American flag 
flying, and these people inside being cut off 
and, I would say, brutalized by that behav- 
ior; and secondly, how strongly I feel about 
the Americans that are held hostage in Iraq 
itself. And it is essential that we not lose 
track of those key points. These people are 
not guests; they are hostages. And I think 
you're on to something because I don’t 
think there has been that much discussion 
lately of these things that really concern 
me, John [John Cochran, NBC News]. These 
matters concern me deeply. 


Gubernatorial Candidate Clayton 
Williams 


Q. Mr. President, a political question. 
You’re going into Texas to campaign for 
Clayton Williams. This week he really stum- 
bled because he was asked about the only 
proposition on the Texas ballot and he 
didn’t know what it was, he didn’t know 
what his position was, and he also wasn’t 
sure how he’d voted on it. Is there any 
excuse for that at this stage of the game, 
given the fact it involved gubernatorial ap- 
pointments? 

The President. I'm not familiar with the 
details of that. I’m strongly in favor of Clay- 
ton Williams over his opponent—not just 
for personal reasons, either. And don’t ask 
me for a review of the ballot items yet. I'll 
be voting down there Tuesday and take a 
look at them. And don’t ask the people of 
California, where they don’t have one but 
they have I don’t know how many of these 
referendum items on the ballots. So, I’m not 
troubled by that because what I see in Clay- 
ton Williams is a person that will be a very 
good, strong Governor for the State. And I 
am enthusiastically for him. And I’m not 
even familiar with the details of the ballot 
item you're talking about. 


Persian Gulf Security 


Q. Mr. President, Vice President Quayle 
said yesterday that the United States must 
deal with Iraq’s chemical, biological, and 
nuclear capability. Is this now a fundamen- 
tal goal of U.S. policy in the Persian Gulf? Is 
it one of the things on which there is, as 
you say, no flexibility? 

The President. 1 think from the very be- 
ginning we spelled out some objective, but 
one that I think has been clearly spelled out 
has been ensuring the security and the sta- 
bility of the Gulf. And that, obviously, is 
affected by the possession of these chemical 
and biological weapons and things of that 
nature. 

So, I don’t think that the goalposts are 
being moved; I think it’s just simply a state- 
ment of reality. If you’re going to have a 
stable and you’re going to have a secure 
Gulf after Kuwait is freed and the Iraqis 
have withdrawn their invasion, you’re going 
to have to have some arrangements I’m 
sure—I think others would agree with this 
around the world—that guarantee the 
peace there. And I would hope that—as I’ve 
said earlier, I want all United States forces 
out of there as soon as possible—every 
single soldier. 

And it’s important I keep repeating that 
because there’s the allegations by some 
over in that part of the world that we want 
to keep forces there. That’s not what we 
want to do. We want to come out. But 
there has got to be some security arrange- 
ments worked out, absolutely. 

Q. Mr. President, just to make sure I un- 
derstand what you're saying, the United 
States and this international force we have 
cannot successfully leave the Persian Gulf 
until we have secured in some manner 
these weapons the Iraqis now have? 

The President. No, I wouldn’t say that. 
But there has to be some security arrange- 
ments that guarantee against a future ag- 
gression of this nature. 


Iraqi Atrocities 


Q. Mr. President, you said today that 
Saddam Hussein has committed atrocities 
that were worse than Adolf Hitler. Can you 
tell us what Saddam Hussein has done that 
can be compared to the Holocaust? 
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The President. Worse than—compares 
with what Hitler has done? 

Q. With the Holocaust. 

The President. Yes, go back and—well, I 
didn’t say the Holocaust. I mean, that is 
outrageous. But I think brutalizing young 
kids in a square in Kuwait is outrageous, 
too. And I think if you go back and look at 
what happened when the Death’s Head 
regiments went into Poland, you'll find an 
awful similarity. 

I was told—and we’ve got to check this 
carefully—that Hitler did not stake people 
out against potential military targets and 
that he did, indeed, respect—not much else, 
but he did, indeed, respect the legitimacy 
of the Embassies. So, we’ve got some differ- 
ences here. But I’m talking—when I’m talk- 
ing about—I see many similarities, inciden- 
tally. I see many similarities by the way the 
Iraqi forces behaved in Kuwait and the 
Death’s Head regiments behaved in Poland. 
Go back and take a look at your history, and 
you'll see why I’m as concerned as I am. 


Saudi Arabia-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve spoken now 
about the brutality against the hostages in 
Iraq. However, there’s a report today by 
Amnesty International that there has been 
some—our own allies, the Saudi Arabians, 
have been guilty of committing some kind 
of atrocities, at least torturing some citizens 
of Yemen who are in their country. What 
do you say to that? And will you put any 
pressure on them to change their ways? 

The President. Yes, 1 have not seen that, 
and I think that violations of individual’s 
rights or torture should not take place. And 
I'd be glad to represent that. 

Q. How do you feel, though, about the 
United States helping someone who is doing 
the same sort of things that you're criticiz- 
ing the Iraqis for? 

The President. 1 feel that I’m delighted 
that we are there with the Saudi Arabians 
to stand up against this kind of international 
aggression in violation of international law. 
And that is the question. And that’s where 
I'm going to keep my focus, because it is 
very important, one, that Saudi Arabia be 
defended—and I think now that we can 
certify that Iraq does not have the capacity 
to invade Saudi Arabia—and secondly, we 
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are united with Saudi Arabia in our deter- 
mination to overthrow this aggression. 


Soviet Union-U.S. Relations 


Q. Secretary [of State] Baker is going to 
meet Shevardnadze [Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter] in Europe in the next few days. Is that 
because you’re concerned that the Soviets 
are drifting in the Gulf strategy, or is it 
because there’s a deal behind the scenes 
after the Primakov visit in Baghdad, or is it 
only because you want to push the START 
[strategic arms reduction] agreement? 

The President. Well, we’ve got a broad 
agenda of items. We’ve got to finish up 
CFE [reduction of conventional forces in 
Europe agreement]. We want to move 
START towards conclusion. We have these 
common interests that you’re asking about 
in the Gulf. And then we have economic 
problems that we discuss all the time. So, 
there will be a broad agenda in the meet- 
ings with Shevardnadze, and I’m sure that 
one of them will be a discussion of the Pri- 
makov visit to Iraq and the Primakov visit 
that preceded that to Egypt and the Prima- 
kov visit that followed that to Saudi Arabia. 

But the mission, if I understand the ques- 
tion, is not simply to focus on this Gulf 
question because I am anxious to get these 
other matters resolved. The CFE is all but 
put to bed, but there’s a tiny technical 
matter that I think—well, hopefully, it’s 
been resolved by now. But it’s a broad 
agenda. 

Q. Are you concerned that the Soviet 
Union is drifting? 

The President. No, I don’t. And I think 
one point that we ought to keep reminding 
the American people of is that we are very 
fortunate, in wrestling with this problem of 
international aggression, that the Soviet 
Union and China have been with us, or 
we’ve been with them—however you want 
to look at it—in the United Nations as we 
try to bring international pressure to bear— 
and have brought it to bear. 

Campaign Speeches 

Q. Mr. President, in your two speeches in 
Massachusetts this morning, you were a lot 
softer on the Democrats than you’ve been 
in recent days. Why the change of heart? 

The President. It’s not a change of heart. 
It’s a question of—I think I made my point. 
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But I’ll have a shot at them as we get into 
the—depending on how warmed up I get 
today, campaigning enthusiastically for Gov- 
ernor Martinez [of Florida]. And I'd like to 
finish on a positive note in these campaigns. 
But I think it’s a little early to say that 
there will be no more flamboyant rhetoric 
about the Democrats, because I’m absolute- 
ly convinced if we had more Republicans 
things would be a lot better. 


U.S. Hostages in Kuwait and Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, early in the course of 
the Persian Gulf crisis, you said that you 
would not allow hostage-taking to dictate 
your policy. You said that would endanger 
every American because every American 
would then be subject to being held hos- 
tage. Your comments today seem to change 
that: it seems to highlight their situation. 
Have you changed your mind about the im- 
portance of highlighting hostages in this 
crisis? 

The President. I want to be sure I under- 
stand your question. I’m not sure I under- 
stand it—on highlighting hostages. What I 
think I said before was hostage-taking pun- 
ishes the innocent and separates families— 
back in September. It is barbaric, it will not 
work—September 16th—and it will not 
affect my ability to make tough decisions. 

Now, there are other quotes here, but so, 
I want to be sure I understand. You see, 
because what I think some are picking up is 
there’s a different emphasis. But I think—is 
that one in accord with what you're asking 
about? 

Q. Yes, sir. I see you were prepared for 
the question. [Laughter] 

The President. It’s a good question, but 
you see, I think some are saying: Hey, 
there’s a shift here. There’s a dramatic shift 
in how we approach hostage-holding. And I 
don’t think so. 

I'll tell you what is different, though, 
Michel [Michel McQueen, Wall Street Jour- 
nal]. It’s the sense of kind of urgency I feel 
given the reports coming out of Iraq and 
given the status of the Embassy. So, maybe 
that’s what’s being picked up here. But I 
think there’s been a consistency in my out- 
rage about the policy itself. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News], and 
then—— 


Q. If I could just follow: The concern is 
that many analysts say that that was the key 
mistake that President Carter made: that he 
made the hostages so important that he 
gave the Iranians at that time more of an 
incentive to hold on to them. The question 
is, are you now highlighting their situation 
to a point where Saddam Hussein has the 
same incentive? 

The President. 1 don’t think so. I don’t 
think so at all. I think the whole world has 
spoken out on this. So, I don’t think there’s 
a parallel. 


Persian Gulf Policy 


Q. In the political speeches today, why 
have you so carefully now cut the Gulf issue 
out of the political speeches and appealed 
for bipartisanship? If it’s good, strong lead- 
ership to have a strong policy in the Gulf, 
why not use it to Republican political ad- 
vantage? 

The President. Because I don’t think it is 
a partisan issue, and I worry about that. I 
know there was a—some Democrat, paid 
Democratic functionary, made the point 
that I would likely go out and use Iraq to 
garner votes. I view this as something much 
more important than just garnering votes. I 
think it is important that this policy, which 
has been supported by Democrats and Re- 
publicans, be articulated, but not under 
even the threat of a cloud of doing this for 
political advantage. That’s why I got a little 
incensed because somebody raised the 
question with me yesterday: Are you doing 
this for pure partisan gain or something. 
And I find when you have servicemen over 
there and you have an obligation as Com- 
mander in Chief and you have an obligation 
as President that you just have to make 
very clear you’re not trying to make what 
we do in Iraq partisan. 

I need bipartisan support. We’ve got bi- 
partisan support. One of the reasons I’m 
consulting with Congress as much as I have 
is to keep the bipartisan support. And so, I 
don’t want—the reason I’m doing this, Ann, 
is just to be sure that people know that I 
am not trying to do what this Democratic 
functionary suggested I might be doing. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that earlier in 
the press conference the sand is running 
through the glass now. It sounded like sud- 
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denly time is no longer on your side, that 
you seem to be hinting it may be shifting. Is 
that the reason why you’ve begun to em- 
phasize the military option more, or what 
exactly are you thinking about the clock 
now? 

The President. 'm not sure I’ve empha- 
sized military option more. I don’t recall 
discussing military option per se except to 
say I’m not ruling things out. But I do think 
that in a sense time might be on our side, 
because if the sanctions are to have any 
effect, they should be having more effect 
now than they did when they started, and 
hopefully more tomorrow than they do 
today. But I don’t think that the status quo 
can go on forever and ever. And I don’t 
know how long—as I’ve tried to be very 
frank with you all—I don’t know how long 
is long enough. But I’ve just got to keep 
putting the focus there and keeping every- 
body on notice that we are going to be 
successful. But it’s—I’d leave it right there. 


U.S. Embassy in Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, sir, my question goes 
back to the issue of whether to keep the 


Embassy open. Sir, you do seem to have 
changed your position. In August, in Kenne- 
bunkport, the administration ordered all 
nonessential personnel home. The Marine 
guards were ordered home. There are very 
few people there today. Why is it so impor- 
tant to keep the Embassy open? It sounds 
as if perhaps an armed conflict might be 
triggered whether the Embassy gets a re- 
supply of food? 

The President. 1 believe that the Embassy 
should remain open because I don’t believe 
a dictator should violate international law 
by starving out or isolating another person’s 
Embassy. I think there’s a fundamental 
principle involved in that. And I view the 
Embassy as entitled to certain international 
respect and international protection. And 
so, I just want to be sure everybody knows 
that I feel this way. 

What was the second part? 

Q. Is it worth triggering an armed con- 
flict whether the Embassy gets a resupply 
of food? 

The President. It’s too hypothetical. 
You're assuming that it would trigger an 
armed conflict. And I’m not going to discuss 
what will or won’t trigger an armed con- 
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flict. But let me simply repeat: This one is 
one that I believe is of enormous concern to 
our allies and to the American people. And 
I can certainly recertify, as I did yesterday, 
that it is of that kind of concern to me. But 
I don’t want to go into what incident, what 
provocation would stimulate military action. 
But I’m very concerned about this. 

The last one he said—Tom, you had your 
hand up. You didn’t have your hand up. 
[Laughter] 


White House Staff 


Q. Mr. President, some of your closest 
friends, some senior members of your gov- 
ernment, and even a lot of Republican 
Members of Congress who support you 
were telling us that your White House staff 
is simply not strong enough, not heavy 
enough to serve you well, and that’s one of 
the reasons why you've taken this political 
beating lately. Are any of these people tell- 
ing you that? And if they are—— 

The President. No. 

Q. how do you react to that? 

The President. No, they’re not telling me 
that because they know that I have full con- 
fidence in my White House staff and full 
confidence in my Cabinet. And I have been 
blessed with good advice, some of which I 
take, and maybe more of which I should 
have taken in one thing or another. But 
nobody has come and presented that to me 
at all. I’ve read meaningless speculation 
about that in certain periodicals, but I’m 
inclined to discount it because I know what 
I feel about my top staff and I know wheth- 
er they have my confidence or not—and 
they do. 

Do you have a followup to that one? 
[Laughter] 

Q. Over the next couple of months, do 
you envision any shakeup at all in the 
White House staff, either in terms of per- 
sonnel or in terms of the structure of the 
operation? 

The President. There may be some. I 
think we'll have an announcement very 
soon on one of our top people—not one 
that has been speculated about, incidental- 
ly. But there could be. It will be 2 years 
into an administration, and I think if you 
look back at history, why, there’s been very, 
very little turnover. So, there could be one 
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or two, but it won’t be because of the kind 
of dissatisfaction with somebody’s perform- 
ance at all. And it damn sure won’t be relat- 
ed to any standing in the polls or anything 
as—am I ever glad that I told you all— 
[laughter|—and I would like to remind you 
of it—months ago—{/aughter|—September. 
[Laughter] No, but seriously, I think it’s fair 
to point out I told you, when things were 
soaring like eagles, don’t believe the polls. 
And I think now I’m entitled to say: Hey, 
we're going to come on back. Don’t worry 
about it. They'll be all right. 

Thank you ever so much. Thank you. 
Thanks a lot. 


Note: The President’s 64th news conference 
began at 4:36 p.m. in Room D at the Marri- 
ott World Center Hotel. 


Remarks at Reception for Governor 
Bob Martinez in Orlando, Florida 


November 1, 1990 


Thank you all very, very much. You’ve 
been standing there a long time. Thank 
you. I am just delighted to be here. And the 
minute I got off this airplane, I felt that 
enthusiasm, the surge that guarantees that 
Bobby Martinez will be the Governor come 
election day once again. He deserves it, and 
he’s got it moving. And Mary Jane, you 
were fantastic. If you want our dog to come 
down and campaign for you, just invite her. 
Barbara’s already done her thing for Bob. 
[Laughter] 

And of course, Allison DeFoor—I mean, 
here’s a sheriff, a man of the law, a man of 
the people. He’ll be an outstanding Lieu- 
tenant Governor serving at Bob’s side, 
working against the criminals in this State— 
law and order, sound fight against narcotics. 
We're lucky to have a man like this on our 
ticket, I'll tell you. 

Let me pay my respects to the Senator 
standing next to me here, Connie Mack. 
Although he’s not running, he’s out there 
across this State campaigning hard, giving 
the Florida Democrats a “Mack attack”— 
[laughter|—and doing a first-class job. And 
we're delighted you’re here today. 


And then my old friend [Representative] 
Bill McCollum. He and I have been suited 
up in the political warfare for years. And 
you ought to see, you ought to see the job 
he does on his anticrime legislation and on 
this whole protection of the rights of the 
American family. He is superb. And we 
need another like him, and that’s why Bill 
Tolley has got to be elected. Bill, good luck 
to you. For those of you in this congression- 
al district, get out the vote and send me 
another good member of the Florida dele- 
gation, someone I can work with to hold 
down these taxes and keep the government 
out of your pocket. Bill, we need you. 

And, of course, I want to pay my respects 
to three old friends: Jeanie Austin, who’s 
doing a superb job on the national level as 
cochairman of the Republican National 
Party; Van Poole—Mr. Chairman, we now 
call him—thank you for your extraordinary 
effort in leading this [Florida State Republi- 
can] party to majority status. And then, of 
course, when you want some heavy lifting 
done, I'll give you a little advice: get Alec 
Courtelis to do it. What a superb job he’s 
done as finance chairman. 

And so, I’m thrilled to be back here. This 
election here in Florida is close; it’s crucial; 
it is important. And a few nights ago—I 
missed it, but I’ve had the instant replay— 
you saw it. You saw what was at stake. You 
saw what it takes to be a great Governor. 
And you saw a Governor offer the balanced 
approach that you would expect from a sea- 
soned leader of a city, now a leader of a 
great and a growing State. You saw Gover- 
nor Bob Martinez in action win that debate 
and go on to win the vote, now he'll do it 
on Tuesday. 

And some of what came through there 
was much of what we’ve been watching as 
his admiring friends over the years. We saw 
one who believes that the people of Florida 
know what’s best for themselves. And he 
believes in empowering people, empower- 
ing communities, tapping into the power 
that comes when millions work for a 
common vision. And little surprise then that 
under a Republican Governor, Florida is 
moving forward for a cleaner environment, 
for better schools for these kids, for streets 
safe from drugs and crime. 
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Florida ranks number one in the creation 
of new businesses and new jobs, especially 
in high-tech manufacturing. And the credit 
goes, of course, to the people of Florida and 
to this man, Governor Bob Martinez. 

You’re looking at a kindred soul when it 
comes to one who has respect for the Ever- 
glades because I love going down there 
each year. And you know that I know that 
every Floridian treasures the Everglades, 
that unique and irreplaceable resource. And 
last year, I was able to sign into law a bill 
increasing the size of the Everglades Na- 
tional Park by more than 100,000 acres— 
Connie Mack being most instrumental in 
this, strong supporter of this legislation; Bob 
Martinez urging that it be done. I need a 
Governor here with whom I can work in 
the White House. 

And, yes, I think we can say—and this 
message goes out to other States—that Flor- 
ida is tough on drugs. Bob is in the lead 
here—leading Governor on substance abuse 
and drug trafficking for the National Gover- 
nors Association, fighting against these for 
the good of Florida. And he set a national 
precedent by appointing a State drug czar. 
And he’s been a leader in making sure that 
parolees undergo drug testing and counsel- 
ing to get straight and stay straight. And 
the credit goes to this man, Governor Bob 
Martinez. 

And so, whether he is standing up for the 
environment or standing up to the drug 
dealers, he’s completed a _ remarkable 
record of achievement that would make 
any Governor proud. He’s never been one 
to walk away from a job. And for Governor 
Bob Martinez, even the toughest challenge 
is just another day at the office. We’re lucky 
to have him. Please reelect him. 

I was up in Massachusetts—two stops in 
Massachusetts—and the theme there is the 
same as it is here. The Republican Party is 
the party of change, not the status quo. We 
are the party of new ideas. And there is no 
higher domestic priority on the Republican 
agenda than the Nation’s economy because 
our economy is the job-creating engine that 
every family in this country counts on. 

And I know in recent months there’s 
been some understandable uncertainty 
about and concern about slower economic 
growth. And that’s one reason getting a 
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budget agreement in my view was impor- 
tant and why I was willing to go the extra 
mile to get it. The negotiations were tough. 
And my approach was clear. The Demo- 
crats wanted to raise taxes, including 
income taxes, and I wanted to reduce the 
Federal budget deficit with spending cuts. 
And if we had had more Senators like 
Connie Mack, more Congressmen like Bill 
McCollum, we would have got it done ex- 
actly the way I wanted. Because they don’t 
want to raise taxes on the American people. 
And they want to cut spending. 


But every once in awhile a President has 
to compromise to make _ something 
happen—to govern. And in this one, there 
was some good news, actually. We got $492 
billion in deficit reduction, $350 billion in 
spending cuts. And then we’ve got some 
incentives in there to make America less 
dependent on foreign oil. And this is criti- 
cal, and it is very important: We put Con- 
gress on a pay-as-you-go basis. The enforce- 
ment provisions of this agreement are real, 
and they are strong, and no longer will new 
programs be funded with red ink. 


And finally, we did do something that I 
think is vitally important—and these two 
Members of Congress agree is vitally impor- 
tant—and that is we held the line against 
reckless cuts in our defense spending. You 
see, I am determined that given the threats 
we face around the world, I am determined 
that this nation’s defense remain strong and 
prepared. And we owe that much, at least, 
to those fine young men and women who 
are stationed in the Persian Gulf serving 
our country with such distinction. 


But let me tell you other places where 
our agenda coincides with what Bob Marti- 
nez believes. We fought for a responsible 
child-care law, one that would put choice 
into the hands of American families. You 
see, it is our belief that we ought to empow- 
er parents to choose those who will care for 
their children, not let the Federal Govern- 
ment make a determination how that 
should work. 


We fought for this, and these leaders here 
helped enormously, and we won it. And we 
also fought for a responsible clean air bill. 
And we asked Congress to cut acid rain, to 
cut smog by harnessing new technology 
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with the power of the marketplace. And we 
fought for this, and we won it. 


And of great concern to me and to Flori- 
da is yet another landmark law, a fair and 
effective law to ensure the civil rights of 
every disabled American. And so, I was par- 
ticularly proud in this session to sign into 
law the Americans with Disabilities Act, his- 
toric legislation that protects the civil rights 
of 43 million men, women, and children 
with disabilities. And that bill does prohibit 
discrimination against the disabled in em- 
ployment and public accommodations and 
transportation and communications. And all 
Americans with disabilities can now pass 
through a once-closed door to a bright new 
era of equality and independence and free- 
dom and opportunity. 


And so, there were some historic achieve- 
ments: clean air, child care, this ADA bill. 
The great strides, though, are just begin- 
ning to show what Republicans can do for 
this country. And, of course, there is still 
much more work to be done on the Repub- 
lican agenda. And at the top of our 
agenda—and I report to you with not too 
much happiness on this one—was crime. 
America is fed up with crime, whether it’s 
neighborhood crime or crime in somebody 
else’s city. And Republicans know handcuffs 
belong not on the cops and the courts, 
handcuffs belong on the criminals. And that 
was the underpinning of our crime bill. 


And shortly after taking office, I stood 
before the U.S. Capitol and called on Con- 
gress to pass tough, new laws to help Amer- 
ica take back its streets. And instead, in the 
final hours of Congress, the Democratic lib- 
erals—those in Washington like the ones 
Bob is running against here—completely 
gutted our package to fight against violent 
crime. Republicans—two of them right 
here—fought for habeas corpus reforms 
aimed at stopping convicted criminals from 
endlessly abusing the appeals process. Re- 
publicans fought for revision of the so-called 
exclusionary rule, a judge-made law that 
lets the guilty go free. And Republicans 
fought for a real Federal death penalty for 
drug kingpins and terrorists. And we’ve got 
to be tough on crime and criminals. And it’s 
Republicans that want change. Give me 
more Republicans in the House and in the 
Senate to get this job done. 


And as I make that plea for Bill Tolley to 
go to Congress to support Bill McCollum 
and Connie Mack, as I do that, let me just 
say that Republicans can look no further 
than what Bob Martinez has done. With his 
leadership, it can be done. In other words, 
with his leadership, Florida has been tough 
on crime, toughening laws to ensure that 
the criminals stay behind bars and adding 
the prison space to enforce it. He picked a 
no-nonsense sheriff—standing right here— 
as his running mate. And that tells you 
something. Bob Martinez and Allison 
DeFoor will make Florida an even safer 
place to live, and you can count on it. You 
can count on their doing just that. 


And that’s what this election is all about. 
But, of course, while the election in Florida 
is crucial, our thoughts are also halfway 
around the world with the brave young 
men and women who are teaching us a 
lesson about what it means to love liberty. 
And so, my appeal would be this: As No- 
vember 6th draws near, 5 days from now, I 
urge every Floridian to get out and vote. 
Do not take democracy for granted. And 
when you do vote, I hope you cast your 
ballot for a Governor who will carefully bal- 
ance the needs of Florida’s abundant and 
beautiful natural resources with the needs 
of man. 


Bob Martinez—and I’ve been in_ his 
home; I’ve known him for years; he’s been 
in our home up in Washington—he believes 
in the Florida dream. We can make the 
most of economic opportunity while pro- 
tecting this State’s special way of life. 

And so, my appeal to you tonight on 
behalf of your State and nation is to vote for 
a leader who can take Florida forward. 
Vote for Governor Bob Martinez. 


Thank you for all you have done for our 
country and for our party. And now go out 
and give America a better deal. Thank you 
all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Marriott World 
Center Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Governor Martinez’ wife, Mary Jane. 
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Remarks at a Republican Reception in 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
November 2, 1990 


The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you. How long have you been 
standing thereP I won’t say please be 
seated, but listen, I am delighted to be back 
here. I’m something a little more than an 
adopted son. Yesterday, when I was in Mas- 
sachusetts—I was born there, so I said, “I’m 
your native son.” My dad was born in Co- 
lumbus, and Barbara’s family grew up here, 
so I claim a little bit of Ohio. I know 
enough about the State to know that when 
I say we need change and we need George 
Voinovich and Mike in the Capitol, I’m talk- 
ing Ohio values. We need them to be elect- 
ed. 

And we have an outstanding ticket that 
can represent change. I’ve known Bob Taft 
for years. He helped me get elected Presi- 
dent of the United States. And I want to see 
him in there—and Judy Brachman and Paul 
Pfeifer. We need this kind of quality and 
class act to be elected across this State. It is 
time for a fundamental change for Ohio. 

And you do that, you can take care of 
State government. But I need a little help 
in Washington, DC. We’ve got a couple of 
great Congressmen sitting up here right 
now—McEwen and Gradison—outstanding. 
But I want to have John Boehner in Wash- 
ington with me, and I want to have David 
Hobson with me. We’ve got to strengthen 
the Ohio delegation. And if we did we 
would not have to have any compromise 
with the tax-and-spend Democrats that I’m 
up against every day in Washington. Good 
luck to both you guys. 

I want to salute our State chairman, Bob 
Bennett, who’s doing an outstanding job in 
strengthening and building this party. I 
want to salute Martha Moore. That, of 
course, brings me to another man of the 
hour for this area, and I’m talking about 
Ken Blackwell, who we need desperately in 
the United States Congress. 

I love the feel of the Blackwell campaign. 
Everybody I met with—one of the reasons 
we kept you waiting is we were talking to 
some of those that had been over, actively 
involved, I should say, and doing maybe a 
disproportionate amount. But the enthusi- 
asm for Ken Blackwell, so well-known here 
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because of his own public service, is infec- 
tious. And I know that he will be elected 
next Congressman from Cincinnati and 
from Hamilton County. 

I’m sorry Barbara’s not here. 

Audience members. We love Barbara. 

The President. Yes, I do, too, but—[{laugh- 
ter|—she threw that fastball at the Cincin- 
nati catcher, and she didn’t dare come back 
after the opening pitch [of the World 
Series]. [Laughter] 

You know, Pearl Buck, talking about 
Ohio, said there’s no flashiness, nothing 
fleeting in Ohio’s approach to life. One feels 
in the very atmosphere a combination of 
stability and progress. And I like that be- 
cause it makes you think about the tradi- 
tional old-fashioned values, fundamental 
values of real America, values that say, we 
don’t need more government in middle 
America, we need more middle America in 
government. 

And if there ever was a ticket that em- 
bodies these values—the first thing that 
comes to mind when you hear the names 
George Voinovich or Mike DeWine or Bob 
Taft or Ken Blackwell are honesty and in- 
tegrity and experience, too. George has— 
you've heard the record, but he’s brought 
back the city from the brink of financial 
collapse. And he’s brought back its people 
from the brink of despair. And he shares 
my belief that government works best 
when it draws upon the time and the 
energy and the expertise and, above all, the 
commitment of its people. 

And I’m going to take George’s message 
to Washington when I ask ihe Congress to 
work harder and smarter and do more with 
less. That’s what we have to do when we 
have tough times. But it can be done. Bill 
[Gradison] told you the revenues in the 
Federal Government are up by $80 billion 
in one year. You’re not being taxed too 
little; they’re spending too much in that 
Congress back in Washington, DC. 

I can bring you some news from our 
Drug Czar [William J. Bennett, Director of 
National Drug Control Policy]: We’re begin- 
ning to turn things around in the fight on 
drugs. But when you vote for George and 
Mike, you're part of a pledge, a pledge that 
we will not allow our cominunities to be 
held hostage to gangs and drug dealers. 
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And you can count on George and Mike to 
keep that pledge with the people of Cincin- 
nati. 

As to Bob Taft, I remember many ses- 
sions with him back in ’88 when he was 
cochairman of my campaign here in Ohio, 
running for President of the United States. 
And I don’t have to tell you, anybody in this 
room knows how high the stakes are in this 
race for secretary of state. It’s absolutely 
critical for the upcoming redistricting proc- 
ess. We have to elect this tough, experi- 
enced watchdog, this man with a sparkling 
clean record as a citizen’s advocate and as a 
leader. Bob Taft must be elected secretary 
of state. 

And back to the man of the moment here 
for the congressional battle. I don’t want to 
overlook my old friend, Bill Gradison, but 
he doesn’t seem to be overly concerned 
about his reelection. [Laughter] And the 
reason is he’s done such a superb job they 
can’t find anybody talented enough to run 
against him. But really it is great to have 
Ken on the ticket. A terrific candidate. He’s 
got the new ideas. He’s got a commitment 
to fight for them. And we need this fresh 
approach. We all know that Congress des- 
perately needs change. And I need this man 
in Washington. And as I say, I like the feel 
of the campaign; I believe you’re going to 
send him to Washington as the next Con- 
gressman. 

You know, there’s no higher domestic pri- 
ority on the Republican agenda than the 
American economy, the job-creating engine 
that every family in this country counts on. 
And in recent months we have seen a slow- 
down, and we’ve seen some uncertainty 
and concern about slower economic 
growth. And that’s why a budget agree- 
ment, in my view, was critical and why I 
was willing to go the extra mile to get it. 
And despite some tough negotiations, we 
finally reached an agreement with the 
Democrats that control the United States 
Congress. 

But let’s be clear, there was and always 
will be a major difference with our ap- 
proach to a solution. The Democrats 
wanted to raise taxes, including income 
taxes, for working Americans. They tried to 
sneak through a proposal on indexing, auto- 
matic tax increases, that would have raised 
the taxes $40 billion on the working fami- 


lies of this country. And they did it all 
under that demagogic title, “soak the rich.” 
They weren’t soaking the rich; they were 
coming after every working man and 
woman in Cincinnati and all across the 
State of Ohio. And we stopped that. And 
I’m going to fight it every inch of the way 
from here on out. 

And I would repeat this: If we had more 
Congressmen like those that are here and 
challengers elected like those that are here, 
we would not be in this fix. We would not 
be in this mess of tax and spend, tax and 
spend. Once in a while, you do have to 
compromise. Harry Truman was right: The 
buck does stop on the desk in the Oval 
Office. And sometimes when you're dealing 
with two Houses of Congress controlled by 
the opposition party, you got to give a little 
to get something done for the United 
States. 

And though I didn’t like a lot of that 
budget agreement, there’s some good 
things in it. It’s cut about $492 billion over 5 
years off the deficit; that’s progress. And 
$350 billion of that was in spending cuts. 
There’s some incentives left in it. And we 
did put Congress—and this is the most im- 
portant part of it—on a pay-as-you-go plan. 
The enforcement provisions of that deficit 
agreement are real, and they are strong. 
And no longer will these programs be 
funded with red ink, because I have that 
veto pen and I will use it over and over 
again to make this Congress live within its 
means. 

There’s another idea whose time has 
come, and the people understand it, but the 
Democrats in Congress are fighting against 
it. Give me what 43 Governors have. You 
give me that line-item veto, and let’s see if 
we can’t do something about cutting the 
spending in this government. 

And one other thing that is rather serious 
out of that agreement: We did ensure some- 
thing essential. The defense account took a 
big hit in the budget as we know, but I can 
certify to you that the Nation’s defense re- 
mains strong. And so, we came out of that 
deal better than I’d hoped in many catego- 
ries. But getting our fiscal policy on track is 
just part of what we’ve done in this party of 
change. 
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There’s so many other things. Out of that 
deficit package came a child-care bill to put 
choice in the hands of the American fami- 
lies. The Democratic approach: let Wash- 
ington figure it out. Let Washington tell 
you what you’ve got to do on standards and 
regulations to have your child looked after 
in child care. And the Republican approach 
prevailed: parental choice. Keep that child 
care close to the family. We don’t want any 
government agency warehousing the kids. 

I worry, and so does Barbara, about the 
family values. I worry about the disintegra- 
tion of family. And one way to keep it 
strong is to give parents more choice, not 
only in child care but in the education of 
their children. And we are going to contin- 
ue to fight for it. I'm up against an en- 
trenched liberal Democratic bureaucracy in 
the House of Representatives that wants to 
mandate more educational programs. Now 
you give me Ken Blackwell and these two 
people and add to that many more around 
the country, and we will try the new ideas 
that work and not the old ideas that have 
failed in the past. 

Education, it is absolutely essential. And 
so, when some were calling for a bigger 
bureaucracy, we called for flexibility. And I 
believe that’s the heartbeat of the State of 
Ohio. I think that’s what they want in this 
State, and I think that’s what they want in 
their Representatives in Washington, DC. 

Our agenda is not fulfilled, but our ideas 
are still strong and they’re still sound. And 
all we need is some more troops; all we 
need is some more quality, young, dynamic 
people in the Congress to help us fulfill our 
obligation to the American people. And 
once again, that’s why I want Ken Black- 
well elected to the Congress of the United 
States. 

And now, because of knowing about the 
interest in what’s happening halfway 
around the world, I want to ask you to shift 
gears with me. Because I view my responsi- 
bilities as President and I view my responsi- 
bilities as Commander in Chief as some- 
thing very sacred. And we’re at a partisan 
political event, but there is keen interest in 
what’s happening halfway around the world 
in this Gulf crisis. And so, in the spirit of 
Arthur Vandenberg, who said politics ends 
at the water’s edge, I want to just bring you 
up to date on how I feel as President about 
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what’s happening over there. And I will say 
at the very outset that regardless of the 
politics, the Democratic leaders in the 
House and the Democratic leaders in the 
Senate have been extraordinarily coopera- 
tive. The Republican leaders in the House 
and the Republican leaders of the Senate 
and the Republican and Democratic Mem- 
bers in both bodies have been extraordinarily 
supportive because our nation is together in 
our determination that Saddam Hussein’s 
[President of Iraq] aggression will not stand. 

Several of you earlier on asked me to 
make comments on this, or asked me about 
it, and I said I would. On August 2d, Iraq 
invaded Kuwait, and its soldiers literally— 
this isn’t figurative—raped, pillaged, and 
plundered this once-peaceful land, Kuwait, 
a member of the Arab League, member of 
the United Nations. And the United States 
and the rest of the world did unite in anger 
and outrage and determination to force 
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. 

The people outside with those signs—I 
know—I can share their concern. But 
they’re wrong when they say it, no war for 
oil. We’re not talking here about simply oil 
or the world economy. We are talking 
about brutal, naked aggression. We are talk- 
ing about brutal, naked aggression. We are 
talking about one country bullying a neigh- 
bor. And that’s why we are there: to say 
that will not stand. The United States, and 
only the United States, can lead this coali- 
tion against that kind of aggression. 

And so, we did do what George said, we 
did do what he said: we put together a 
coalition unequaled in modern history. We 
revitalized the United Nations process, we 
and the other members of the Security 
Council. And indeed, the Security Council 
has passed 10 resolutions of condemnation 
and disapproval about Iraq. 

On August 5th, I said that Saddam’s ag- 
gression would not stand, and I'll repeat it 
today and I'll repeat it tomorrow and I'll 
repeat it the next day because we have a 
stake in seeing that one nation not bully a 
neighbor and take it over by force and then 
pillage and rape its citizens. Let me be 
clear: We have no argument with the Iraqi 
people. None at all. We bear no hostility 
towards Iraq, nor do any of the 25 countries 
that are represented with us on land or sea. 
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And we’re not alone there: over 25 on the 
land and the sea feeling exactly as we do. 
Many Arab countries, along with others— 
Western Europe and Australia and Belgium 
and wherever—all of us concerned, all 
standing against aggression. 

Our problem is not with the people of 
Iraq; our problem is with the dictator of 
Iraq, Saddam Hussein. And I want, let me 
assure you, a peaceful resolution to this 
crisis. We need that. And I’ve worked, 
indeed, very closely with the U.N. in put- 
ting these sanctions into effect, passing reso- 
lutions, speaking with one voice against the 
invader’s aggression. And we are giving 
these sanctions, unprecedented sanctions, 
economic sanctions against Iraq—we are 
giving them time to work. And I hope there 
will never be a shot fired in anger. Let me 
be very clear, though. There cannot be any 
compromise with the stated objectives of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
the objectives that I have outlined as Presi- 
dent of the United States. No compromise 
at all. Saddam Hussein must get out, and he 
must get out totally, and the legitimate 
rulers must be returned. 

And one other point. The _ brutality 
against innocent civilians will not be tolerat- 
ed and will not stand. The clear violation of 
taking innocent civilians and staking them 
out in areas that could be targets for mili- 
tary action contravenes every tenet of 
international law. It is inhumane. It is 
wrong. And it must not be rewarded. 

They asked me at a press conference in 
Florida yesterday why I was concerned 
about our Embassy. There are several 
Americans there, a number of Americans. 
The American flag is flying over that place. 
And this man is systematically trying to 
drive these Embassies out by starving them 
out, keeping them from getting resupplies. 
And, yes, I have that on my mind and my 
conscience because I don’t believe that is 
acceptable international behavior on the 
part of anybody, dictator or not. That is not 
the way you respect international law, and I 
think he is just as wrong as he can be in 
holding innocent hostages in Iraq and in 
trying to circle and starve out the United 
States Embassy in Kuwait. This must not be 
rewarded. 

We do have the finest young kids in the 
armed services ever. Every member of the 


Joint Chiefs has told me this. They are vol- 
unteers. They’re highly motivated, brilliant- 
ly trained. And they’re serving us halfway 
around the world, and they’re your sons 
and your daughters and your neighbors and 
your friends. And we owe them an enor- 
mous vote of thanks. And now I will do my 
level best to bring every single one of them 
home without a shot being fired in anger. 
But we will not stop short of our stated 
objectives. We are the United States of 
America. We are standing for principle, and 
that principle must prevail. 

And now before I head off to Minnesota, 
let me just shift gears back once again to 
the real world of politics. I have been very 
enthusiastic for many years about George 
Voinovich. I’ve seen him in action. I’ve seen 
what he’s done in Cuyahoga County. I’ve 
seen what he’s done for the great city of 
Cleveland. And I know him. I know his 
family’s integrity and decency and honor. 
And so, when I stand up here and suggest 
as an outsider—the one whose dad was born 
and whose mother-in-law and father-in-law 
were born here—{/aughter|—I think I know 
what I’m talking about. And when Barbara 
comes out here and puts her arm around 
Janet and tells the people of Ohio how 
strongly she feels as a mother and one who 
also knows this State—we’re talking from 
the heart. 

I want you to go out and work hard in 
the last days of this campaign to elect 
George Voinovich and the other statewide 
office seekers. And then I’d say this: We 
have a chance to make history in the Ken 
Blackwell race for Congress. Do not let his- 
tory pass us by. Let’s take this giant step for 
good government in Ohio and good govern- 
ment in Washington, DC. Get out to the 
polls 4 days from now and elect these out- 
standing leaders. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m. in 
the Presidential Ballroom of the Westin 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to guber- 
natorial candidate George Voinovich and 
his wife, Janet; Michael DeWine, candidate 
for Lieutenant Governor; Judy Brachman, 
candidate for State treasurer; Paul Pfeifer, 
candidate for State attorney general; and 
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Martha Moore, vice chairman of the State 
Republican Party. 


Remarks Upon Arrival in Rochester, 
Minnesota 


November 2, 1990 


I just wanted to say to the people of Min- 
nesota that being here for [Senator] Rudy 
Boschwitz is something I feel strongly 
about. Here’s a man that had the guts, the 
courage to stand up and do what was right: 
getting this deficit down. And he’s shown 
that kind of leadership for Minnesota for a 
long time. And this is a priority race for us, 
and I couldn’t be more supportive. And I’m 
just delighted to be here. 


Note: The President spoke at approximately 
11:30 a.m. on the tarmac of Rochester Mu- 
nicipal Airport. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





October 27 

Katie Dykes, of Green Bay, WI 

October 29 

Rev. Tony McCreary, of Philadelphia, PA 
October 30 


Yong Kay Moua and Houa Vue Moua, of Eau 
Claire, WI 


October 31 

Barkara Frazee, of Nashville, TN 
November 1 

U.S.S. Elrod, of Charleston, SC 
November 2 

Our House, Inc., of Little Rock, AR 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 27 

In the afternoon, the President spoke on 
the telephone with congressional leaders to 
discuss passage of the budget reconciliation 
bill. 


October 28 

In the afternoon, the President traveled 
to San Francisco, CA, where he spent the 
evening. 


October 29 

In the morning, the President attended a 
fundraising breakfast for gubernatorial can- 
didate Pete Wilson. In the afternoon, the 
President returned to Washington, DC. 


October 30 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—congressional leaders, to discuss the sit- 
uation in the Persian Gulf; 

—national evangelical leaders; 

—foreign policy advisers, to discuss the 
situation in the Persian Gulf. 


October 31 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 





The White House announced that the 
President has invited Her Royal Highness, 
Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom 
to make a state visit. The Queen has accept- 
ed and will meet with the President in May 
1991. 


November 1 

The President announced that Grant C. 
Peterson, of Washington, will continue to 
serve as an Associate Director of the Feder- 
al Emergency Management Agency for 
State and Local Programs. 


November 2 

The White House announced that the 
President will depart November 16 for a 
trip that will begin in Europe and conclude 
November 23 in the Middle East. He will 
arrive in Prague, Czechoslovakia, on No- 
vember 17 for meetings with President 
Havel and leaders of the Czech and Slovak 
Republics. On November 18, he will visit 
Germany to meet with Chancellor Kohl at 
the Chancellor’s residence in Ludwigshafen. 
That afternoon he will travel to Paris for 
the summit meeting of the 34-nation Con- 
ference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, November 19-20. The President 
will then travel on to Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia for consultations on the situation in 
the Gulf with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
President Mubarak of Egypt, and the Amir 
of Kuwait. He also will spend Thanksgiving 
Day with U.S. forces deployed in the area. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 27 


John A. Bushnell, 

of Connecticut, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
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Submitted October 27—Continued 


and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Costa Rica. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 27 


HJ. Res. 682 / Public Law 101-466 
Waiving certain enrollment requirements 
with respect to any reconciliation bill, ap- 
propriation bill, or continuing resolution for 
the remainder of the One Hundred First 
Congress 


Approved October 28 


HJ. Res. 687 / Public Law 101-467 
Making further continuing appropriations 
for the fiscal year 1991, and for other pur- 
poses 


Approved October 30 


S.J. Res. 270 / Public Law 101-468 

To designate the period commencing Feb- 
ruary 17, 1991, and ending February 23, 
1991, as “National Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tions Week” 


S.J. Res. 323 / Public Law 101-469 
Designating November 11 through 17, 
1990, as “Geography Awareness Week” 


S.J. Res. 347 / Public Law 101-470 
Designating April 7 through 13, 1991, as 
“National County Government Week” 
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Approved October 30—Coniinued 


S.J. Res. 351 / Public Law 101-471 
To designate the month of May, 1991 as 
“National Trauma Awareness Month” 


SJ. Res. 362 / Public Law 101-472 

To designate the period commencing on 
November 18, 1990, and ending on Novem- 
ber 24, 1990, as “National Adoption Week” 


S.J. Res. 366 / Public Law 101-473 
To designate March 30, 1991, as “National 
Doctors Day” 


H.R. 4174 / Public Law 101-474 
Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts Personnel Act of 1990 


H.R. 5579 / Public Law 101-475 
To amend section 28(w) of the Mineral 
Leasing Act, and for other purposes 


S. 1824 / Public Law 101-476 
Education of the Handicapped Act Amend- 
ments of 1990 


S. 2167 / Public Law 101-477 

To reauthorize the Tribally Controlled 
Community College Assistance Act of 1978 
and the Navajo Community College Act 


S. 3091 / Public Law 101-478 

To amend the Act incorporating the Ameri- 
can Legion so as to redefine eligibility for 
membership therein 


Approved October 31 


H.R. 3888 / Public Law 101-479 

To allow a certain parcel of land in Rock- 
ingham County, Virginia, to be used for a 
child care center 


H.R. 5749 / Public Law 101-480 
American University Incorporation Amend- 
ments Act of 1990 


HJ. Res. 519 / Public Law 101-481 
Designating August 29, 1990, as “National 
Sarcoidosis Awareness Day” 

HJ. Res. 566 / Public Law 101-482 


Acknowledging the sacrifices that military 
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Approved October 31—Continued 


families have made on behalf of the Nation 
and designating November 19, 1990, as 
“National Military Families Recognition 
Day” 


H.J. Res. 587 / Public Law 101-483 
Committing to the private sector the re- 
sponsibility for support of the Civic 
Achievement Award Program in Honor of 
the Office of Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and for other purposes 


§. 1747 / Public Law 101-484 
Ponca Restoration Act 


S. 2059 / Public Law 101-485 
Weir Farm National Historic Site Establish- 
ment Act of 1990 


S. 2203 / Public Law 101-486 
Zuni Land Conservation Act of 1990 


S. 3032 / Public Law 101-487 

To designate the planned Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Honolu- 
lu, Hawaii, as the “Spark M. Matsunaga De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center” 


S. 3216 / Public Law 101-488 

To designate the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Charleston, South 
Carolina, as the “Ralph H. Johnson Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center” 


S.J. Res. 293 / Public Law 101-489 
To designate November 16, 1990, as “Na- 
tional Philanthropy Day” 


SJ. Res. 307 / Public Law 101-490 
Designating November 11 through Novem- 
ber 17, 1990, as “National Women Veterans 
Recognition Week” 


S.J. Res. 324 / Public Law 101-491 
Designating June 2 through 8, 1991, as a 
“Week for the National Observance of -the 
50th Anniversary of World War II” 


SJ. Res. 353 / Public Law 101-492 
To designate September of 1991 as “Nation- 
al Rice Month” 





Approved October 31—Continued 


H.R. 5209 / Public Law 101-493 
Drug and Household Substance Mailing Act 
of 1990 


H.R. 5933 / Public Law 101-494 

To provide for the temporary extension of 
the certain laws relating to housing and 
community development 
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S. 2737 / Public Law 101-495 

Korean War Veterans Memorial Thirty- 
Eighth Anniversary Commemorative Coin 
Act 


S. 2753 / Public Law 101-496 
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and 
Bill of Rights Act of 1990 
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